Nreate My Dup Fresho

Growing wuo in a8 Tamily of aineg, sy aowm ocouldn't plve us
a lot, So, I ussd to bave to "Treste My Jun Frash® My Aunt

LA
dimd TOHT, lesving four children who haed different fathers.
o

fy wr [rest in s dld omot wasnt thes fo ho sepasraten, oo
she ahe took on the rgeponsinility of rolising then, This is

mare our household ore of nios,

Obtairing neswe bhrapg clothing snd shose likes Nike and
Suess was ouvr of the guesstion. Hith nine kide im oa single

parent home, things were tightd The waijority of my olothing

¢y gy E 4 gy o y oy v & e e H apy B i
camg Trom plescas liks K-Mare, Pic

the pleoed whare kids didn’'t went their olothes from, My

sother simoly bougnt what she could afford,

the pldeat, things wers a 1ittls hard for me., For
the flrse segven yegars of my 1ife I wes the only ohild and
spoiled rotisn. teadiess to say i1 wes hard guing froam
neving "Dveryining that T wented 1o nor only having lasss,

nut sloso baving to asharse,

>

Porasesbsr bolvg In the third sod fourth agrades: T wpuld
apand time dreaw shoegs..,.ocombining different styles coaming up
with wmy  own styls, It's winda funny when 1 Ipok et the
vs penole sre wsaring todsy, they ook g 1ot Yike 4dhe
orons tThat I ogas designing 89 8 kid back in the 20w,

By tne tiame I was In ny mid teans, things hadn't ohangar
finsneially Taor wy Family. e were still getting gotting
mlothes sand shogs Frowm thoss sams plsees, so in oreder for ma
toin I would wesc souwne Frigsds’ things. Then aftar

5
sohoal 1 would retars whst T had worn then returs hons

wearing the Sprints® {(GChoes) that wmy mother bought.

The firet pelr of aswme braeand shoss that my methsr booaght
mE wae You tslkling shout a happoy kid! The wsre
ard when 1 put then oo, my nother fShounght

that she'd gve to pry ther things off me, I know that It

o see me happy sand 1 ocouldn’t have baen




Rgain, 83 a %id I ussd to "Craate My Own Fresh" and I
was so determined to fit in that I would sven try desiagning
my twn clothes. I would sven take the logoe off of the worn
cut designer clothes from my friends and add thsm to my
newly bought K-Mart gesr. 1 wes s mess.

Unfortunately, it wae my compulsion and drive to fi+ in
and have nice things lsd me +to salling drugs and gang-
hanging,

i wae the oldest of the children and thers was ne one
around my &gz that could relete ts the things +that I wse
going through, so &t times I felt alons. S50 1 looked for
attention, recognition and aceceptance outsids of the homne,
Hovever, I wanted to bhe different than the rost of my pesrs,
because I so sbsolutely loved sticking out. So I would sven
change or enhance the designer clothes that I bought with
the monsy that I was making.

The =asttention that I got from what I was wusaring was
intoxicating. The fact thet no one was wearing what I had
on and that it was e brand that thay recognlized wes swesome.
Everywhaere I went thesre was somenne asking wme dhere I
gotten what I was wsering."? My resoponss was simple and
somewhat cocky; "Don't worry shout it. Just know, VYO AINTT
BO0T THEBE", hence the name.

I had become soc accustomed to wearing and radesigning my
oun clothes and shaoss that that it sickensd me to have on ar
e seen wearing whet someons elsza haed on.,

Even though wvrison has humbled me, my desire to create
still drives me, In prison everyone looks ths same, not out
of desire, bhut out of force and to gimply keep e part of
myself slive that I thought would dis inside of here, I
revarted back to what was ssfe...where I Tound me peace @e &
kid and that was "Craasting My Cun Fresh!

As a child, creating and dasigning shoes Rept me from
being laughed at and left out. Now, as an adult in prisan,
creating and designing shoes has kspt e glive, mentally

focussd, and wout af trouhle. It is so =zsy to gat suckaed



inte the mice of prison, ocspscially eftsr being in here for
g0 long. But creating things thet sre different and putting
smiles on other peoplets faces has kanpt my head above water
and hope in my hmart,

Each and gvery psir of shoes that ° cregate la 8 one of a

et LY

kKind dosign and will "NEVERY hae dupliceted by me gp "ANYONDS

plog. that reason, I hape and pray that thae shose that

Fayp ;
L am entaring inmto thie cantest bringe somesone the same kindg
oy 3

v dey that I had cresting them and when that put tham on

they can provdly say, "You Rir'y foé Thagett|o




