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D e a r N o r a :

I am i n h o p e s t h e t a t t h e t i m e I am w r i t i n g t h i s , f i n d s e v e r y t h i n g t o

be t h e b e s t t h e y c a n be u n d e r t h e c u r r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s w i t h t h e C O V I D - 1 9

p u b l i c h e a l t h c r i s i s . I was e x p e c t i n g t h e news y o u c o n v e y e d i n y o u r l e t t e r
o f A p r i l 9 , 2 0 2 0 , r e g a r d i n g t h e p o s t p o n e m e n t o f t h e 2 5 t h A n n u a l A r t E x h i b i t i o n .

I h a d e x p e c t e d t h i s t o h a p p e n , i f n o t t o be c a n c e l l e d a l t o g e t h e r , as many
c u r r e n t a n d f u t u r e p u b b i c e v e n t s h a v e been o v e r t h e p a s t f e u w e e k s .

I am h o p i n g t h a t a l l t h o s e who are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b o t h t h e P r i s o n C r e a t i v e
A r t s P r o j e c t and t h e C a r c e r a l P r o j e c t have weathered t h i s COVID-19 pandemic
w i t h o u t be ing t o o a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d . I t i s most u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t h i s c r i s i s
has a f f e c t e d a l l aspec ts o f mormal l i v i n g . J u s t as o u t t h e r e i n s o c i e t y , some
l o c a t i o n s i n t h e MDOC have been more f u r t u n a t e than o t h e r s . I t appears those
o f us t h e f u r t h e r n o r t h we a r e the l e s s a f f e c t e d we have been, so f a r . H o p e f u l l y ,
wa a r e see ing the f l a t t e n i n g o f the cu rve and t h i n g s w i l l be ab le t o r e t u r n
t o t h e "new" no rma l soon.

I have e n c l o s e d my w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n i a l f o r the Carcera l S t a t e P r o j e c t .

I t r i e d t o g i v e you as much as p o s s i b l e f o r a l l t he q u e s t i o n s b u t I am s u r e
t h e r e a r e t h i n g s t h a t I missed i n t h e w r i t i n g , j u e t as t h e r e a r e p r o b a b l y
t h i n g s t h a t may n o t be h e l p f u l o r what the p r o j e c t i s l o o k i n g f o r .

When I s t a r t e d o u t w r i t i n g f o r t h i s p r o j e c t , I had n o t t h o u g h t t h e f i n a l

p r o d u c t wou ld be so l o n g . Bu t w i t h t h e amount o f t ime t h a t I was t r y i n g to
c o v e r and p r o v i d e t h e r e q u e s t e d i n f o r m a t i o n f o r , i t p r o b a b l y wou ld have been
t w i c e as l o n g had I w r o t e a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g . I t r i e d t o s t i c k t o the more
memorable i n c i d e n t s t h a t I have e x p e r i e n c e d where i t showed both t h e n e g a t i v e
and somewhat harsh c o n d i t i o n s , a long w i t h those t h a t were a l s o p o s i t i v e . For

as much as p r i s o n i s a n e g a t i v e e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e r e are s t i l l ! p o s i t i v e t h i n g s
t h a t e x i s t and o c c u r f rom t i m e t o t i m e .
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RE: L e o M i c h a e l A m b l e r # A 1 8 8 3 1 2

I am i n h o p e s t h a t I h a v e p r o v i d e d t h e p r o j e c t w i t h t h e i n f o r m a t i o n

a n d d a t a t h a t i s b e i n g s o u g h t . I f I h a v e n o t , o r t h e r e a r e o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t

y o u a r e l o o k i n g f o r , p l e a s e l e t mea know i f t h e r e i s any o t h e r a d d i t i o n a l
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e p r o j e c t w o u l d l i k e me t o p r o v i d e . I r e a l i z e t h a t I d i d
g e t o f f on a t a n g e n t r e g a r d i n g t h e i s s u e o f j u v e n i l e l i f e r s a n d b r a i n d e v e l o p m e n t

f o r t h e a c t i v i s t k n o w l e d g e q u e s t i o n . S u t t h a t i s a v a r y p e r s o n a l i s s u e f o r me
a n d many o t h e r s .

I h a v e i n c l u d e d e v e n t s up t h r o u g h t h e c u r r e n t COVID-19 p u b l i c h e a l t h c r i s i s
a n d how my f a c i l i t y h a s h a n d l e d a l l t h e new d a i l y r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r l i v i n g ,

w o r k i n g , e t c . U n l i k e t h e s c h o o l s i n s o c i e t y t h a t a r e c l o s e d a n d c a n c e l l e d
o r t r e n s f e r r e d c l a s s e s t o an o n - l i n e f o r m a t . I s t i l l am w o r k i n g as a GED

t u t o r e v e r y d a y , a l t h o u g h we o n l y h a v e l i m i t e d c l a s s s i z e s a n d h a v e t o r u n l e s s o n s

t w o d a y s i n a r o w b e c a u s e e a c h c l a s s s u b j e c t i s s p l i t i n t o t w o c l a s s e s n o w .
J u s t a s my own e d u c a t i o n has n o t been a f f e c t e d b y C O V I D - 1 9 , y e t . I am

s t i l l w o r k i n g on my g r a d u a t e d e g r e e p r o g r a m f r o m C a l i f o r n i a C o a s t U n i v e r s i t y

t h r o u g h t h e m a i l . I am a b o u t h a l f w a y t o c o m p l e t i n g my M a s t e r o f S c i e n c e d e g r e e
i n P s y c h o l o g y .

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r t i m e , a t t e n t i o n , a n d a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e t e a m w o r k t o
c o m p l e t e t h i s g r e a t p r o j e c t . I l o o k f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g some o f t h e r e s u l t s

o f o u r l a b o r s . As I s a i d , s h o u l d a n y t h i n g e l s e be n e e d e d p l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o
c o n t a c t m e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

lV chad Pnbbe_??
L e o M i c h e e l A m b l e r

C c : f i l e
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My name i s L e o M i c h a e l A m b l e r a n d I am w r i t i n g t h i s a s o f A p r i l 2 0 2 0 , d u r i n g

t h e w o r l d C O V I D - 1 9 p a n d e m i c . I am now 51 y e a r s o l d a n d h a v e b e e n i n c a r c e r a t e d

i n t h e M i c h i g a n D e p a r t m e n t o f C o r r e c t i o n s s i n c e 1 9 8 7 , when I w a s 17 y e a r s - o l d .

I now h a v e a l m o s t 34 y e a r s o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n , m e a n i n g t h a t I h a v e now s p e n t

t w o - t h i r d s o f my l i f e i n t h e MDOC.

WHEN AND WHERE I WAS BORN?

I was b o r n N o v e m b e r 5 , 1 9 6 8 , i n L e n d s t h u l - R h i e n l a n d - P f a l t z , F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c

o f Germany ( f o r m e r l y k n o w n a s W e s t G e r m a n y , now r a u n i f i e d a f t e r t h e f a l l o f t h e

B e r l i n W a l l i n 1 9 9 0 ) . I w a s b o r n a t t h e U . S . A rmy H o s p i t a l a t L a n d s t b u l , a s

my f a t h e r was ea member o f t h e U . S . A i r F o r c e and was a s s i g n e d t o R a m s t e i n A i r

F o r c e B a s e a s p a r t o f t h e NATO f o r c e s o f 4SATAF ( 4 t h A l l i e d T a c t i c a l A i r F o r c e ) .

My p a r e n t s m e t i n t h e U . S . A i r F o r c e when t h e y w e r e f i r s t s t a t i o n e d a t

R a n d a l o p h A i r F o r c e Base i n T e x a s . W h i l e i n Germany we l i v e d i n t h e A m e r i c a n

m i l i t a r y c o m m u n i t y a t K a i s e r s l a u t e r n , o r as m o s t r e f e r t o i t as " K - T o w n . " We

l i v e d t h e r e i n a n a p a r t m e n t u n t i l my f a t h e r ' s e n l i s t m e n t e n d e d i n t h e m i d d l e o f

1 9 7 0 . We t h e m moved b a c k t o t h e U . S . and l i v e d i n an a p a r t m e n t i n my f a t h e r ' s

h o m e t o u n o f H o m e r , M i c h i g a n . Homer i s s s m a l l v i l l a g e a b o u t 1 , 2 0 0 p e a p l e i n

t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f t h e l o w e r p e n i n s u l a . .

I was r a i s e d by b o t h my p a r e n t s u n t i l my mother wanted t o become a s c h o o l

t e a c h e r and wen t t o l i v e on campus a t Western M ich i gan u n i v e r s i t y t o s t u d y

p h y s i c a l e d o c a t i o n . So f o r a c o u p l e o f yea rs I o n l y saw h e r on t h e weekends

o r i n between c l a s s s e m e s t e r s , u n l e s s we want t o t h e campus dorm t o see h e r .

When she g r a d u a t e d f r o m WMU w i t h h e r B a c h e l o r ' s degree she wen t t o work as a

s u b s t i t u t e t e a c h e r u n t i l f i n d i n g a permanent j o b i n L i t c h f i e l d , M i c h i g a n . My

f a t h e r worked as a l a b o r a t o r y t e c h n i c i a n i n h e a t t r e a t e m e n t and m e t a l l u r g y f o r

s e v e r a l companies making p a r t s f o r the a u t o m o t i v e i n d u s t r y .

We l i v e d i n a n a p a r t m e n t on t h e e a s t s i d e o f t o w n u n t i l 1975 when we

b o u g h t a h o u r s e on t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e same s t r e e t a n d l i v e d r i g h t a c r o s s f r o m

t h e m i d d l e a n d h i g h s c h o o l .

The w o r l d o u t s i d e o f my f a m i l y was r e a l l y an unknown, as we d i d n ' ! t - d o . the

g r e a t Amer ican pass t ime o f g o i n g on v a c a t i o n s e v e r y summer l i k e many f a m i l i e s .

We v a c a t i o n e d t o West V i r g i n i a one t i m e t o see a f r i e n d o f my f a t h e r , who had

b r o u g h t someth ing back f r om Germemy and we drove down t o p i c k i t up and b r i n g

i t home t o M i c h i g a n . We d i d go t o my m o t h e r ' s p a r e n t s f o r a v i s i t i n Nor th
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Dakota a coup le o f t i m e s , b u t because o f the d i s t a n c e we d i d n ' t do t h a t v e r y o f t e n .

Mos t o f the w o r l d o u t s i d e my f a m i l y u n i t r e v o l v e d around p e o p l e who knew

o r grew up w i t h my f a t h e r . T h i s i s where I had exposure t o l e a r n a b o u t h o r s e s ,

one member o f a f a m i l y who went t o s c h o o l w i t h my f a t h e r r a i s e d C l y d e s d a l e

h o r s e s and h i s s i s t e r r a i s e d and showed Q u a r t e r h o r s e s . Which l e a d us t o spend

t ime d u r i n g the summer and f a l l go ing t o h o r s e r a c e s and shows, a l o n g w i t h

go ing t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t y f a i r c i r c u i t around t h e s t a t e a l l summer l o n g . I a l s o

l e a r n e d a b o u t f o r e s t r y and lumber f r om a n o t h e r f r i e n d o f my f a t h e r who r a n h i s

own l o g g i n g o p e r a t i o n , where I l e a r n e d t o be a sawyer and how t o d r i v e b i g

a n t i q u e steam t r a c t o r s . .

We l i v e d a t t h e h o u s e i n H o m e r , a c q u i r i n g a K e e s h o u n d d o g a n d a s t r a y

k i t t a n t h a t I f o u n d i n @ s t o r m d r a i n a t t h e s t r e e t c o r n e r o n e s u m m e r , u n t i l

1 9 8 3 . T h a t w a s w h e n my f a t h e r h a d t a k e n a new j o b w i t h a c o m p a n y t h a t m a n u f a c t u r e d

a i r p l a n e p a r t s i n S o u t h C a r o l i n a . A t t h e t i m e he was L i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g t h e r e

u n t i l t h e h o u s e u p h e r e s o l d a n d we w o u l d a l l move t o S o u t h C a r o l i n a .

I t was t h e n , t h a t I found o u t i n d i r e c t l y t h a t t h e r e were prob lems between

my p a r e n t s t h a t I was n o t aware. I found o u t t h e y were g e t t i n g a d i v o r c e , and

o f c o u r s e t h o u g h t t h a t somehow i t was a l l my f a u l t . Somehow t h e peace and

b e a u t y o f s m a l l town l i f e was now be ing s h a t t e r e d and t h i n g s t h a t were o n l y

seen on TV were now becoming p a r t o f my r e a l i t y . I t was no l d o n g e r someth ing

t h a t I o n l y sas o r knew happened to somebody e l s e , i t was now happen ing t o me.

My p e r c e p t i o n s a b o u t t h e l e g a l system a t t h i s t ime were p o s i t i v e and t h a t

the sys tem was j u s t and f a i r . T h i s i s what had been p r o t r a y e d i n TV shows and

books . The i n n o c e n t were a lways s e t f r e e and t h e g u i l t y were p u n i s h e d , b u t

f a i r l y p u n i s h e d . My g r e n d f a t h e r , whome I have o n l y a few f r a g m e n t e d memor ies,

was @ member o f t h e c o u n t y s h e r r i f f ' s depa r tmen t and was a town c o n s t a b l e a t

one t i m e , w o u l d n ' t have been i n v o l v e d i n someth ing t h a t w a s n ' t j u s t and f a i r .

My f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e l e g a l ( c r i m i n a l ) system was when I was 14

y e a r s - o l d and was a r r e s t e d f o r a s s a u l t & b a t t e r y a g a i n s t a n o t h e r boy who was a

coup le yea rs younge r t h a n me. A t f i r s t I t h o u g h t t h e t t h e y w i l l j u s t c h a s t i z e

ma a b o u t t h e i n c i d e n t and t h a t would be a l l t h e r e was t o i t . Bu t when they

ceme back a few days l a t e r and t o o k me t o t h e J u v e n i l e Home, I had no i d e a

wha t t o p repare f o r , my o n l y r e f e r e n c e t o what t o e x p e c t was wha t was p r o t r a y e d

i n the movie "Bad Boys" w i t h Sean Penn.

I was processed i n t o t h e f a c i l i t y by p e o p l e who d i d n o t know me, n o r I them.

I t was t h e f i r s t t ime i n my l i f e t h a t I was f o r c e d t o take a l l my c l o t h e s o f f by
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some s t r a n g e r . Then g i v e n c l o t h e s and shoes t h a t d i d n ' t p r o p e r l y f i t . E s c o r t e d

t o t h e i n t a k e wing and p l a c e d i n a room, where I was g i v e n a r u l e book and a

l i s t o f t e s t q u e s t i o n s and a p e n c i l . I wes t o l d t o read the r u l e book and

answer t h e t e s t q u e s t i o n s , someone wou ld come by and p i c k up t h e s t u f f l a t e r .

Then they c l o s e d t h e door and t u r n e d t h e l o c k . I spen t the n i g h t i n a room

w i t h a doo r t h a t hed a s t e e l p l e t e on t h e i n s i d e and no doo r knob. Whi le I

w a i t e d f o r somaone t o come back and chack on me, I made the bed and e v e n t u a l l y

f e l l a s l e e p a t some p o i n t i n t h e n i g h t w a i t i n g f o r someone t o come back and

t e l l me I had done my ass ignmen t c o r r e c t l y and what was go ing t o happen n e x t .

I h a d mo c o n t a c t w i t h a n y o n e u n t i l t h e . n e x t m o r n i n g when t h e y t o o k t h e

i n t a k e w i n g t o b r e a k f a s t a n d I h a d t o b e a t o n t h e d o o r t o g e t wome k i d a c r o s s

t h e h a l l t o g e t s t a f f ' s a t t e n t i o n t h a t I was t h e r e . No o n e knew I h a d b e e n

p u t i n t h e e n d r o o m t h e n i g h t b e f o r e , w h e r e t h e y u s u a l l y p l a c e d k i d s who w e r e

b e i n g v i o l e n t a n d n e e d e d t o be p l a c e d i n a s e c u r e t o o m .

I s p e n t t h e w e e r e n d i n t h e J u v e n i l e Home, l e a r n i n g t h e r u l e s a n d e x p e r i e n c i n g

t h e i r s y s t e m o f b e h a v i o r m o d i f i c a t i o n b y u s i n g p o s t i v e r e i n f o r c e m e n t ( c o u p o n

s y s t e m / t o k e n s y s t e m f o r g o o d b e h a v i o r ) a n d n e g a t i v e r e i n f o r c e m e n t ( t i m e o u t ) f o r

b a d b e h a v i o r s . My p a r e n t s b o n d e d me o u t t h e f o l l o w i n g Monday a n d I was a l l o w e d

t o go home w h i l e t h e f o r m a l c o u r t p r o c e e d i n g s w e n t t h r o u g h i t s m o t i o n s .

My f i r s t exposu re t o the p r o c e e d i n g s was over the weekend, I was a r r a i g n e d

by a P r o b a t e C o u r t J u v e n i l e Re fe ree as t o my charges and bond b e i n g s e t f o r my

p o s s i b l e r e l e a s e . A f t e r s e v e r a l more f o r m a l h e a r i n g s i n an a c t u a l c o u r t r o o m a t

t h e Probate C o u r t , I was a p p o i n t e d a Guard ian ad L i t e m t o l o o k o u t f o r my i n t e r e s t s

s i n c e n e i t h e r me, n o r my f a m i l y had any idea wha t was g o i n g to happen. Du r i ng

t h i s wha le t i m e , even w i t h the Guard ian ad L i t e m e x p l a i n i n g t h i n g s to me and

l o o k i n g o u t f o r my i n t e r e s t s . I t was s t i l l a ve ry t e r r i f y i n g e x p e i r i e n c e

n o t knowing wha t t o e x p e c t o r t h e worse t h a t c o u l d happen t o me a t the t i m e .

E v e n t u a l l y I was a l l o w e d t o p l e a d t o a l e s s e r cha rge o f a s s a u l t and a l l o w e d t o

s t a y o u t on bond as l o n g as I c o n t i n u e d week l y c o u n s e l i n g s e s s i o n s w i t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t .

CURRENT INCARCERATION

RIVERSIDE RECEPTION CENTER 1 9 8 7 : B e c a u s e I was u n d e r 21 when s e n t t o t h e

MDOC, IJ was s e n t t o t h e R i v e r s i d e R e c e p t i o n C e n t e r i n I o n i a , i n s t e a d o f g o i n g

t a q u a r a n t i n e a t SPSM ( S t a t e P r i s o n o f Sou the rn M i c h i g a n ) a t Jackson where t h e y

s e n t a d u l t o f f e n d e r s o v e r 21 yea rs o f age .

I spend o n l y a s h o r t t ime a t RRC u n t i l t hey comple ted t h e i r i n t a k e s c r e e n i n g
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t e s t i n g , a n d a s s e s s m e n t s t o d e t e r m i n e w h a t p r o g r a m m i n g I s h o u l d t a k e w h i l e

d o i n g my s e n t e n c e . A t t h i s t i m e e v e r y p r i s o n was s i n g l e man c e l l s / r o o m s , e x c e p t

f o r a f e w t e m p o r a r y p o l e b a r n f a c i l i t i e s t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h a t t i m e . I t was

t h e f i r s t t ime i n months t h a t when i n t h e room a t n i g h t t h e r e was a f e e l i n g o f

peace t o be by y o u r s e l f and ab le t o l e t y o u r s e l f r e l a x t o s l e e p because y o u ' r e

a lone and no one can g e t t o you d u r i n g t h e n i g h t .

MICHIGAN REFORMATORY (RMI) 1987: (Leve l 4)

T h i s wes my f i r s t s t o p a t a p r i s o n i n t h e MDOC. W a l k i n g i n t o t h e o l d

~ e u t u n d a g i v e s y o u t h e f i r s t f e e l i n g t h a t t h i s i s r e a l p r i s o n . I t was a v e r y

h u m b l i n g e x p e r i e n c e t o go t o t h e c e l l b l o c k a n d g e t up t h e s t a i r s t o t h e a s s i g n e d

f l o o r . T h e n when t h e y o p e n t h e d o o r t o t h e u n i t a n d y o u see 5 0 + c e l l s i n a l i n e

and i t s b a r s f o r a s f a r a s y o u c o u l d s e e , and y o u w a l k a l o n g u n t i l y o u g e t t o

y o u r c e l l a n d t h e y p o p t h e g a t e , y o u h a v e t o o p e n i t , s t e p i n a n d c l o s e i t y o u r s e l f

i f y o u w e r e i n I - B l o c k , a s J - B l o c k h a d e l e c t r i c d o o r s .

T h e y h a d s o many p e o p l e i n S e g r e t a t i o n t h a t t h e f i r s t f l o o r o f I - B l o c k ( I - 1 )

was f u l l on b o t h t h e i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e o f t h e f l o o r and t h e y h a d s t a r t e d p u t t i n g

t e m p o r a r y s e g r e g a t i o n g u y s on my f l o o r . T h e y s t a r t e d a t t h e f a r e n d o f t h e f l o o r ,

b u t e v e r y d a y t h e o f f i c e r ' s d e s k t h a t d i v i d e d g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n f r o m s e g r e g a t i o n

moved c l o s e r a n d c l o s e r t o m y : c e l l . When I a s k my c o u n s e l o r o n a d a y when s h e

was m a k i n g r o u n d s a b o u t how t o s i g n up f o r a j o b , c o l l e g e , e t c . s h e t o l d me

t h a t I s o u l d w a i t u n t i l I g e t t o my n e x t f a c i l i t y a s s h e h a d p u t me on t h e

t r a n s f e r l i s t . I was b e i n g s e n t t o a r e g i o n a l f a c i l i t y c l o s e t o w h e r e I l i v e d

a n d w o u l d be g o i n g a s s o o n a s t h e y o p e n e d t h e L e v e l 4 u n i t .

I t was he re a t RMI t h a t I e x p e r i e n c e d my f i r s t wa l k o f the p r i s o n y a r d .

Th i s r e a l l y rem inded me a f t h e mov ies a b o u t A l c a t r a z , as you have two s i d e s o f

the yard b l o c k e d by I & J B locks and t h e back p a r t o f the yard beyond t h e

fence and f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g s was t h e w a l l . T h i s was the s m a l l e r v e r s i o n o f t h e

famous ?Wa l l " a t Jackson t h a t made t h e Guiness Book o f Wor ld Records f o r s e v e r a l

yea rs as t h e l a r g e s t w a l l e d p e n i t e n t i a r y i n t h e w o r l d . T h i s s e t a v e r y s o b e r i n g

and h a r s h r e a l i t y , e s p e c i a l l y , when you see o f f i c e r s w a l i n g the tops o f t h e

c e l l b l o c k s w i t h h i gh paoered r i f l e s s l u n g a c r o s s t h e i r c h e s t .

The o n l y t h i n g t h a t was o u t o f p l a c e t o m o s t p e o p l e a n d was t h e o n l y t h i n g

t h a t t e m p e r e d t h e h a r s h n e s so f t t h e p r i s o n y a r d was a s w i m m i n g p o o l ! T h e r e i t

s a t i n i t s own s m a l l f e n c e d a r e a n e x t t o t h e b a c k f e n c e a n d t h e b a c k p r i s o n

w a l l b e h i n d i t , t h i s was a s u r p r i s e t o my u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f p r i s o n l i f e .
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G. ROBERT COTTON (JCF) EVEL 4 , 1987-19668:

I was s e n t down t o Jackson t o one o f t h e new f a c i l i t i e s t h a t seamed t o

be open ing up e v e r y o t h e r week i n t h i s new r e g i o n a l p r i s o n c o n c e p t . The b e l i e f

was t o keep you c l o s e t o where you were sentenced f o r easy c o u r t access and

keep ing up f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s . I was on the f i r s t bus t o a r r i v e a t JCF t o be

p l a c e d i n t h e i r new L e v e l 4 ? h o u s i n g u n i t s o f I & J B lock . Some how t h e r e was

a m iscomeun i ca t i on somewhere, as we were n o t e x p e c t e d f o r a n o t h e r c o u p l e o f

weeks. Bu t he re we were , so they j u s t d rove the b i g bus r i g h t o n t o t h e g rounds

and s topped a t t h e f r o n t g a t e o f t h e new u n i t s .

We w e r e a l l c h a i n e d t o g e t h e r on t h e m a i n b a s e a n d t h e y b r o u g h t i n a l l : o u r

p r o p e r t y a n d p i l e d i t u p . T h e y u n c h a i n e d e v e r y o n e a n d a f t e r a f e w b r i e f w o r d s

f r o m t h e S e r g e a n t , w e r e t o l d t o p i c k o u r own r o o m s i n c e we w e r e h e r e f i r s t . T h e n

come l e t t h e m k n o w who we w e r e a n d w h a t room we h a d c h o s e n .

T h i s was a p l a c e o f o r g a n i z e d c h a o s , a s no o n e knew how t a g e t a n y t i n g

d o n e b e c a u s e b o t h t h e u n i t s t a f f was new t o t h e f a c i l i t y a s w e l l a s u s p r i s o n e r s .

I t was f i n d i n g o u t t h i n g s and t h e n l e t t i n g o t h e r s know w h a t y o u f o u n d o u t a n d

how o r w h a t t o d o .

I was a b l e t o make c o n t a c t w i t h the . c o o t d i n a t o r a f Jackson Community C o l l e g e

and make t h e needed ar rangements t o e n r o l l i n t h e n e x t semes te r . I t was s e v e r a l

weeks b e f o r e a n y t i n g was s a i d a b o u t a j o b o r what j o b s they w o u l d a l l o w us t o

have o u t s i d e t h e u n i t . B u t a f t e r a few days t h i n g s needed t o be c l e a n e d , t r a s h

dumped, e t c . So a few o f us j u s t s t a r t e d c l e a n i n g t h e u n i t each day , and

a f t e r a f e w weeks t h e y came t o c l a s s i f y averyone t o a j o b . Those o f us who

had been c l e a n i n g t h e u n i t on o u r own were g i v e n p o r t e r j o b s a u t o m a t i c a l l y

and t h e u n i t s t a f f t o o k the t i m e i t i make s u r e we g o t p a i d f o r a l l t h e days we

had "worked" b e f o r e o f f i c i a l l y b e i n g g i v e n t h e j o b .

T h i s was t h e f i r s t t i m e I e x p e r i e n c e d b e i n g around guys who m=ne from SPSM

ac ross t h e s t r e e t a t Jackson C e n t r a l Comp lex . These guys had r e a l l y been b e h i n d

the * W a l l " as t h e y used t o r e f e r t o i t . They had seen the i n s i d e o f a REAL

p r i s o n and a l l t h a t goes on i n s i d e o f i t . I t was much e a s i e r t o r e l a t e t o

many o f t h e s e o l d e r guys because t h e y had been b e h i n d t h e w a l l a t Jackson and

T had been beh ind the w a l l a t t h e R e f o r m a t o r y . Some o f them were w i l l i n g t o

teach you the sys tem, i f you .were w i l l i n g t o l e a r n and r e s p e c t how t h i n g s worked .

I managed t o g e t a coup le o f semesters o f c o l l e g e i n b e f o r e I was sen t back

t o RMI to f i l l bedspace t h a t was p r e v i o u s l y used f o r t h e i r p r o t e c t i v e c u s t o d y
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u n i t t h a t h a d b e e n r e t u r n e d t o g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n .

MICHIGAN REFORMATORY (RMI) LEVEL 4 , 1988-1989 :

So back t o RMI j u s t b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s , I am j u s t moving l i k e a b a l l i n a

p l i n k o machine, n o t immcontro l o f where we w i l l e v e n t u a l l y l a n d . A f t e r a week

o r so t h i n g s g e t s e t t l e d i n and I am a b l e t o g e t c l a s s i f i e d t o t h e k i t c h e n

i n t h e marn ings f o r a j o b , l e a v i n g my even ings open t o e n r o l l i n Montca lm Community

C o l l e g e c l a s s e s i n the e v e n i n g s . Because I am w o r k i n g a lmos t e v e r y day and

go ing t o c o l l e g e w e e k n i g h t s t h e r e i s n o t much t i m e f o r do ing much o f a n y t h i n g

e l s e . Less t ime t o engage i n n e g a t i v e t h i n k i n g and b e h a v i o r s made i t a good

t h i n g , a long w i t h making the days go much f a s t e r .

T h i s was a l s o my f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e w i t h w i t n e s s i n g p r i s o n v i o l e n c e and

and u p r i s i n g i n c i d e n t . Which you must remember t h e r e were no p r i s o n o r s t r e e t

gangs a t t h i s t i m e i n t h e MDOC, o r a t l e a s t n o t h i n g ' l i k e t h e s t u f f t h a t e x i s t s

now. There were a coup le o f r e l i g i o u s groups t h e MDOC t r e a t e d s e m i - g a n g - l i k e

b u t n o t o p e n l y o r o f f i c i a l l y . :

The u p r i s i n g o r p r o t e s t i n c i d e n t occu r red one mormimgin t h e d i n i n g h a l l ,

now a t t h i s t i m e you c o u l d s e a t around 400-500 guys a t a t ime i n t h e p l a c e .

Some i n c i d e n t had t a k e n p l a c e between a group o f p r i s o n e r s a t a t a b l e and the

S h i f t L i e u t e n a n t . Whatever i t was d i d n ' t go v e r y w e l l and a t some p o i n t one o f

t h e p r i s o n e r r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s s t o o d up and asked f o r a show o f u n i t y and a l l

o f t h e i r r e l i g o u s b r o t h e r s s tood up a t i one t i m e , s e v e r a l h u n d r e d :o f them.

I was w o r k i n g t h e d i s h t a n k a t t h e end o f t h e d i n i n g room, where we s u t t h i n g s

down and dropped t h e cage doors t o the t r a y d rop o f f windows. We p u l l e d up

some m i l k c r a t e s a n d l i t up a c i g a r e t t e w h i l e w a t c h i n g o f f i c e r s p o u r i n f r o m

e v e r y doorway. By t h e way, i t wass t i D h l e g a l t o smoke i n s i d e o f a p u b l i c b u i l d i n g

a t t h i s t i m e , even a k i t c h e n . I t h o u g h t f o r many yea rs a f t e r t h a t , t h e r e i s

@ s e c r e t room i n t h e c o n t r o l c e n t e r where a l a r g e group o f o f f i c e r s smoke and

watch TV j u s t w a i t i n g t o come r u n n i n g when someth ing happens. I saw each o f

t h e s e g u y s who s t o o d u p t h e n e x t m o r n i n g when I was g o i n g t o w o r k a t 4 a . m .

and t h e y w e r e b e i n g l e a d a l l c h a n g e d t o g e t h e r t o t h e r o t u n d a f r o m s e g r e g a t i o n

f o r d i s p e r s a l t h r o u g h t h e MDOC.

When t h e summer o f 1989 a r r i v e d they began t o t r a n s f e r many o f us t o o t h e r

f a c i l i t i e s who were n o t do ing t h i n g s t o g e t i n t r o u b l e , so I w a i t e d my t u r n t o

see how my l u c k a t t h e n e x t s t op wou ld be .
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RIVERSIDE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY SRCF) LEVEL 4, 1989-1993;

T h i s was a f a c i l i t y u n i q u e i n i t e l i f e s p a n , a s i n i t s p a s t l i f e i t had

been a s t a t e m e n t a l i H o s p i t a l b a c k when t h o s e w e r e a l l t h e r a g e . H i d y o u r b r o k e n ,

d i s a b l e d , d y s f u n c t i o n a l , m e n t a l l y i l l , and u n w a n t e d f a m i l y members i n t h o s e

p l a c e s b a c k i n t h e d a r k a g e s o f m a n t a l h e a l t h t r e a t m e n t . T h a n k s t o m o d e r n

t h o u g h t a n d c h e m i s t r y , t h e y h a v e now made p r i s o n s o u t o f s e v e r a l o f t h e s e f a c i l i t i e s .

B u t I d i g r e s s . RCF was u n i q u e i n many w a y s , f i r s t , . : h a k f i o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s

c o r r e c t i o n a l m e n t a l h e a l t h f o r RTP ( R e s i d e n t i a l T r e a t m e n t P r o g r a m ) a n d a n ACU

( A c u t e C a r e U n i t , a k a C u t t e r ' s U n i t ) . A l o n g w i t h a g e n e r a l p r i s o n e r . p o p u l a t i o n

t h a t was t h e c a r e t a k e r w o r k e r s o f t h e f a c i l i t y . Im a d d i t i o n t o t h a t t h e r e was

t h e R e c e p t i o n C e n t e r f o r t h o s e u n d e r 21; e n t e r i n g t h e MDOC as I m y s e l f d i d a f e w

y e a r s b e f o r e t h i s t i m e .

A n o t h e r w a y RCF became u n i q u e i n 1 9 8 8 when t h e MDOC d e c i d e d t o t r y o u t

e x p e r i m e n t a l t e m p o r a r y h o u s i n g , t h e y p u r c h a s e d t w o TENTS! Y e s , t h a t ' s r i g h t

t h e y b o u g h t t h e s e t h i n g s t h a t l o o k e d l i k e h a l f an egg l a y i n g on t h e g r o u n d . Now

m i n d y o u , o u t w e s t i n A r i z o n a t h i s i s n o t a p r o b l e m . B u t f o r M i c h i g a n w i n t e r s

t h i s was n o t t h e b r i g h t e s t c o n c e p t e v e r c o n c e i v e d b y t h e M D O C ..

I d i d n o t s p e n d t h e f i r s t w i n t e r i n t h e t e n t s , I a r r i v e d t h e n e x t summer

a n d was t o l d t h e w a r s t o r i e s fnoem t h o s e who s u r v i v e d t h e f i r s t w i n t e r . Now

t h e t e n t was a u n i q u e s t y l e o f p r i s o n l i v i n g . The i n t e r i o r was d i v i d e d i n h a l f

a n d y o u h a d 80 b u n k s o n e a c h h a l f i n a s m a l l s e c t i o n o f d o u b l e b u n k s . You h a d

1 0 r o w s o f b e d e r u n n i n g a l o n g p a r t o f t h e " b a c k w a l l . " E a c h r o w had 8 s e t s o f

b u n k b e d s i n a r o w t o w a r d s t h e f r o n t o f t h e u n i t . T h e s e r o w s w e r e g r o u p e d s o

t h a t t h e r o w s w e r e i n s e t s o f 2 : w i t h o p e n w a l k s p a c e o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e r o w s

t o a c c e s s l o c k e r s , e t c , a n d t h e s p a c e i n b e t w e e n t h e 2 r o w s t h e r e was a h i g h

s c h o o l t y p e d e s k t o w r i t e on o r t y p e f o r e v e r y 4 b u n k s . T h e r e was a s m a l l s p a c e

f o r t h e " d a r y r o o m " t o w a t c h TV, a n d a s m a l l a r e a w i t h t a b l e s a n d some games t o

t o p l a y .

B e c a u s e t h e y d i d n ' t h a v e t h e e l e c t r i c a l c a p a c i t y f o r a n y o n e t o h a v e t h e i r

T V s , t h e y h a d t o be s t o r e d u n t i l y o u g o t a r o o m i n a n o t h e r b u i l d i n g b y g e t t i n g

on t h e r o o m l i s t . T h i s b e i n g a " t e m p o r a r y " h o u s i n g u n i t , t h e y d i d n ' t f i g u r e

t h a t we w o u l d be s t a y i n g i n t h i s s e t t i n g f o r v e r y l o n g , so we w o u l d n ' t n e a d o u r

p e r s o n a l T V s .

I t was a t t h i s t ime when I was g e t t i n g t h i n g s t o g e t h e r t o g e t more c o l l e g e

c l a s s e s f r e m M o n t c a l m Community C o l l e g e t h a t a f t e r a coup le o f semesters the
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P e l l Gran ts f u n d i n g was p u l l e d and I l o s t hope o f f i n i s h i n g any c o l l e g e deg ree .

M o s t o f my d a y s w e r e s p e n t w o r k i n g i n t h e s a t e l l i t e k i t c h e n o f t h e A c u t e

C a r e U n i t a n d a l o t o f r e a d i n g a t n i g h t . I t was a t t h i s t i m e t h a t o n e o f t h e

g u y s n e x t t o me a s k e d i f I w o u l d come down t o t h e V e t e r a n ' s O f f i c e i n t h e

S p e c i a l A c t i v i t i e s a r e a . T h e y n e e d e d someone t o do t y p i n g a n d f i l i n g o f members

r e q u e s t s t o o b t a i n c o p i e s o f t h e m i l i t a r y r e c o r d s . They a l s o r a n a s m a l l

f u n d r a i s e r o f w e i g h t l i f t i n g n u t r i t i o n a l i t e m s a n d e q u i p m e n t o u t o f t h e o f f i c e

as w e l l . A l l t h i s s t a r t e d o u t o f a d i s c u s s i o n o n e d a y . a b o u t m y : . c o l l e c t i o n o f

m i l i t a r y . p a t c h e s , e t c . a t home and was s t i l l c o l l e c t i n g e v e n w h i l e i n p r i s o n .

A f t e r b e c o m i n g an A s s o c i a t e Membar o f t h e R i v e r s i d e V e t e r a n s , a n d t h e

c h a p t e r s e c r e t a r y f o r a v h i l e , I was i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e J a y c e e o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Now I knaw o f t h e J a y c e e s f o r y e a r s w i t h t h e i r a n n u a l d u n k t a n k s a n d h a u n t e d

h o u s e s . B u t I n e v e r knew j u s t who t h e y w e r e and. w h a t t h e y w e r e a b o u t . L i t t l e

was I t o know I was a b o u t t o g e t a c r a s h c o u r s e i n t h e J a y c e e s .

I was asked by s e v e r a l members o f t h e Jaycee c h a p t e r t o j o i n d u r i n g t h e i r

s p e c i a l membership d r i v e . So I j o i n e d up f i g u r i n g t h a t I would be one o f t h e

g e n e r a l members f o r a w h i l e t o g e t my f e e t wet i n what t h e Jaycees were a l l

a b o u t . Bu t t h a t was j u s t a dream on my p a r t as t h e f i r s t m e e t i n g t h a t I a t t e n d e d

was t h e one f o r n o m i n a t i o n s to t h e Board o f d i r e c t o r s . Why I d i d n o t see t h i s

one coming, as o f c o u r s e I am nomina ted f o r t h e p o s i t i o n o f S e c r e t a r y and was

d u l y . v o t e d i n t o o f f i c e .

I r e a l l y e n j o y e d my t i m e w i t h t h e J a y c e e s , a s t h e y w o r k e d an b o t h b u i l d i n g

up t h e i n d i v i d u a l a s w e l l a s a s e l f l e s s d e d i c a t i o n t o t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y . The

B i v e r s i d e J a y c e e s c o m p e t e d a g a i n s t c h a p t e r s f r o m a l l o v e r t h e s t a t e a n d h a d

many s t a t e a n d n a t i o n a l a w a r d s t o i t s c r e d i t . I t h a d an a n n u a l p r o j e c t w i t h

M a k e - A - W i s h t o s e n d a t e r m i n a l l y i111 c h i l d a n d members o f t h e i r f a m i l y t o

D i s n e y w o r l d . A l l o f w h i c h w a s p a i d f o r b y t h e many f u n d r a i s e r s we d i d d u r i n g

t h e c o u r s e o f a y e a r . We h a d a c a r d a n d c a n d y s h o p t h a t h a d a s e l e c t i o n o f

g r e e t i n g c a r d s t h a t w o u l d r i v a l t h a t o f m o s t s t o r e s i n t h e f r e e w o r l d . P l u s a l l

t h e b a g s o f c a n d y , m e a t s , c h e e s e , n u t s , a n d o t h e r s n a c k i t e m s s o l d o n i a d a i l y

b a s i s . T h e r e w e r e a l s o p h o t o f u n d r a i s e r s t h a t m a d e a l o t o f money t h a t was u s e d

f o r a v a r i e t y o f p r o j e c t s .

The R i v e r s i d e J a y c e e s was u n i q u e b e c a u s e i n a d d i t i o n v t t o t h e V e t e r a n s and

J a y c e e s , t h e r e was a l s o t h e NAACP c h a p t e r a n d a HASTA ( H i s p a n i c A m e r i c a n s S t r i v i n g

?Towards A d v a n c e m e n t ) . Many t i m e s we p o o l e d f u n d s , r e s o u r c e s , a n d p e o p l e t o do
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many t h i n g s n o t j u s t f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y i n s i d e t h e f e n c e , b u t t h e l o c a l one

o u t e i d e t h e f e n c e a s w e l l . T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l p r o j e c t s we r a n t o do s p e c i a l

t h i n g s f o r t h o s e g u y s who w e r e i n t h e m e n t a l h e a l t h u n i t s . We h a d t o be a b i t

m o r e c r e a t i v e t o make soma o f t h e games a n d e v e n t s a b o u t o v e r c o m i n g c h a l l e n g e s

a n d h a v i n g a g o o d t i m e , m o r e t h a n j u s t a b o u t w i n n i n g a p r i z e .

We w o u l d a l s o d o s p e c i a l c o o k o u t s f o r t h e m e n t a l h e a l t h u n i t s a n d t h e i r

s t a f f . Many o f t h e s e e v e n t s w e r e n o t s o m e t h i n g o n e e x p e c t s t o s e e i n a p r i s o n

s e t t i n g . To be a b l e t o b r i n g a s m a l l moment o f j o y t o someone who f o r i n s t a n c e ,

h a d n o t s e e n o r h a d an a c t u a l b a n a n a s p l i t i n d e c a d e s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t s t i l l

g i v e s me a warm f e e l i n g a l l t h e s e y e a r s l a t e r .

The summer h o l i d a y e v e n t s w e r e t h e b e s t as e v e r y o n e came o u t t o p a r t i c i p a t e

a n d h a v e a g o o d t i m e . One 4 t h o f J u l y , we w e r e r u n n i n g a DJ m u s i c s h a c k a t

o n e c o r n e r o f t h e y a r d , when t h e s h i f t c a p t a i n came a c r o s s t h e y a r d w i t h a l o c a l

s t a t e t r o o p e r t o t e l l u s t h a t we n e e d e d t o t u r n down t h e m u s i c a l i t t l e b i t .

Seems we w e r e d i s t u r b i n g someone e l s e ' s p a r t y j u s t down t h e r o a d . E v e r y o n e

g o t a g o o d l a u g h o u t o f t h a t o n e a n d i t was b r o u g h t up a t l e a s t o n c e a y e a r

a f t e r t h a t .

I s p e n t my e n t i r e t i m e a t RCF i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e J a y c e e s , a f t e r my f i r s t

y e a r a s t h e c h a p t e r s e c r e t a r y , t h e f o l l o w i n g t w o y e a r s I was t h e M a n a g e m e n t

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t a n d my l a s t y e a r a t RCF I was made t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C h a p t e r .

RCF w a s u n i q u e i n t h a t we n e v e r h a d a n y r e a l v i o l e n c e t h e r e , w h i l e i t w a s

f a r f r o m b e i n g S h a n g r i l a , t h e o c c a s i o n a l f i g h t , e t c . d i d h a p p e n . I t was n o t

u n t i l many y e a r s l a t e r when t h e y a d d e d a p o l e b a r n u n i t t h a t v i o l e n c e r e a l l y

a f f e c t e d t h e p l a c e .

I s p e n t o n e w i n t e r i n t h e t e n t w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r a s i n g l e b e d r o o m . I t

w a s s o m e t h i n g t h a t m o s t p e a p l e d o n ' t b e l i e v e w h e n y o u t r y t o e x p l a i n t h a t t o

s i t a n d p l a y c a r d s i n t h e t a b l e e r e a o r t o w a t c h t h e u n i t T V . y o u s o m e t i m e s

n e e d e d A L L t h e c l o t h e s t h a t y o u w o r e t o go s t a n d o u t s i d e i n t h e l i n e f o r t h e

s t o r e . The r e s t o f t h e t i m e y o u s t a y e d b u n d l e d up o n y o u r b e d w i t h y o u r b l a n k e t s

o n t o p o f y o u . D u r i n g t h e d a y t i m e w a s n ' t b a d , b u t when t h e s u n w e n t down o r

a w i n t e r s t o r m came t h r o u g h , i t w a s s o m e t h i n g e l s e .

T h e y h a d t r i e d t h e i r b e s t t o g e t h e a t : f r o m t h o s e h e a t i n g . u n i t s , b u t when

t h e h e a t e r i s o u t s i d e , and t h e u n i n s u l a t e d d u c t w o r k was o u t s i d e , t h e n n o t much

h e a t w i l l make i t i n s i d e . T h e n w h a t h e a t d o e s g e t i n t o t h e l i v i n g a r e a d o e s n ' t

l a s t l o n g b e c a u s e t h e t e n t h a s n o i n s u l a t i o n , i t s j u s t a h e a v y r u b b e r i z e d c o a t e d
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f a b r i c . whoever t h o u g h t t h i s e x p e r i m e n t up shou ld have been made to spend a

w i n t e r t h e r e w i t h us t o see the e r r o r o f t h e i r i d e a s . There a r e many i d e a s

t h a t l o o k g r e a t on pape r , most o f them shou ld s t a y t h e r e !

They f i n a l l y d i d f i x the h e a t i n g prob lem the t h i r d year t h e t e n t was open

by p l a c i n g a b i g massive h e a t i n g u n i t i n s i d e t h e t e n t a t each end. These had

b i g steam l i n e s t h a t were hooked up t o t h e f a c i l i t y ' s steam sys tem and w i t h t h e

b i g f a n s , k e p t t h e t e e y t n i c e and t o a s t y . But t h e f o l l o w i n g summer t h e y t r a n s f e r r e d

everyone ou t o f t h e f a c i l i t y t h a t d i d n o t have a j o b and t u r n e d t h e t e n t i n t o

a gym.

I s p e n t a f e w m o n t h s i n a s i n g l e r o o m i n t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n b u i l d i n g

b e f o r e I made i t t o t h e t o p : o f t h e l i s t t o move t o t h e H o n o r U n i t . I h a d

n e v e r b e e n t o a f a c i l i t y t h a t h a d o n e o f t h e s e u n i t s , s o i t was a r e a l c h a n g e

f o r m e . W h i l e t h e r e w e r e 40 g u y s i n b u n k b e d s l i v i n g i n o u r d a y r o o m o n o n e

s i d e . The h o n o r f l o o r was b e y o n d t h e l o c k e d d o o r g o i n g down t h e h a l l w a y . You

u s e d y o u r r o o m k e y t o o p e n t h e h a l l d o o r . Then we e a c h h a d o u r own s i n g l e b e d

r o o m s i t h a s p r i n g b e d , n o t t h e h a r d m e t a l s l a b s t h a t w e r e i n t h e o t h e r u n i t s .

E a c h r o o m h a d a d o u b l e w i d e w a l l l o c k e r t o s p r e a d t h i n g s o u t . S u t t h e b e s t t h i n g

w a s t h a t e a c h r o o m h a d c a b l e TV a n d i f you w e n t t o t h e S p e c i a l A c t i v i t i e s O f f i c e

y o u c o u l d r e n t a c a b d e b o x b y t h e m o n t h a n d b u y HBO, C i n e m a x , o r D i s n e y . So

w i t h a l l n i g h t p o w e r , t h i s was a v e r y p r i v i l e g e d l i v i n g a r r a n g e m e n t . We h a d

o u r own r e f r i g e r a t o r a n d f r e e z e r , s t o v e w i t h o v e n and c o m p l e t e m i n i k i t c h e n .

T h i s a l m o s t made y o u f o r g e t y o u w e r e s t i l l i n p r i s o n , b u t o n e m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t

a n d y o u c o u l d l o o s e i t a l l and h a v e t o s t a r t o v e r t o w a i t a y e a r j u s t t o g e t

b a c k on t h e l i s t . T h e y d i d e v e n t u a l l y r u n c a b l e TV t o a l l t h e r o o m s f o r t h e

g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n b u i l d i n g , b u t o n l y t h e h o n o r f l o o r s t i l l h a d t h e c a b l e b o x e s .

I -wes. a l s o a b l e t o c o m p l e t e b o t h my v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g w h i l e I was a t

RCF, i t was a r e q u i r a m e n t t o c o m p l e t e c l e r k s c h o o l t o l e a r n t y p i n g , f i l i n g ,

a c c o u n t i n g , a n d w o r d p r o c e s s i n g , b e f o r e w o r k i n g i n t h e l i b r a r y . I was a b l e

t o g e t i n t o some g r o u p p s y c h o t h e r a p y w h i l e h e r e a t RCF as w e l l .

The l i b r a r y , when I s t a r t e d w o r k i n g t h e r e was j u s t a t y p i c a l p r i s o n l i b r a r y ,

o l d books , t i r e d c a r d c a t a l o g u e , and no compute rs ! A f t e r a group o f guys s t a r t e d

p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r g r a n t p r o p o s a l s , and we g o t s e v e r a l g r a n t s f o r books , magazines,

and o t h e r s t u f f , b i g aud iobook l i b r a r y f o r the v i s u a l l y i m p a i r e d and p lanned t o

s t a r t a v i d e o l i b r a r y as w e l l . The b i g g e s t g r a n t we g o t was f o r a l l new compu te rs

w i t h p r i n t e r s and a LAN. We were ab le t o s t a r t d i g i t a l check i n / o u t o f r e s o u r c e s ,
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i n v e n t o r y w i t h barcode scanners made a week long process t u r n i n t o a few days work .

. Sending the l i b r a r i a n down t o s t a t e s u r p l u s t o p i c k up o t h e r agenc ies

t h r o w away computers was a f i e l d o f endaavor f o r u s . Sometimes t a k i n g s i x

c o m p u t e r s a p a r t j u s t t t y p i e c e t o g e t h e r a s i n g l e o n e t h a t w o r k e d . The l i b r a r y

e v e n t u a l l y o u t g r e w i t s o l d c o n f i n e s a n d was a l l o w e d t o move down t o t h e f i r s t

f l o o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g when t h e y r e n o v a t e d t h e o l d k i t c h e n w o r k e r d o r m a t o r y .

I a l s o had t h e b e n e f i t o f w o r k i n g w i t h a p s y c h o l o g i s t t h a t t h o u g h t i t was

b e n e f i c i a l t o r u n group t h e r a p y w i t h bo th l ong and s h o r t t ime o f f e n d e r s . She

b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s wou ld p r o v i d e a c o n s i s t e n c y and c o n t i n u i t y t o the t h e r a p y

p r o c e s s . Whereas, most MDOC t h i n k i n g i s t o make peop le w a i t u n t i l t h e y a r e

w i t h i n a c o u p l e o f yea rs o f t h e i r p a r o l e e l i g i b i l i t y d a t e . For many peop le

t h i s i s t o o s h o r t a t ime frame to c o r r e c t a l i f e t ime o f bad h a b i t s and t h i n k i n g

b e h a v i o r s .

I a l s o e x p e r i e n c e d w o r k i n g w i t h s t a f f f r o m t h e O u t p a t i e n t M e n t a l H e a l t h Team

a n d t h e g r o u p t h a t t h e y r a n t o h e l p s u p p o r t t h o s e w h o - w e r e t a k i n g r e s t r i c t e d

m e d i c a t i o n f o r v a r i o u s mood d i s o r d e r s . T h e r e w e r e many t i m e s t h a t t h i s g r o u p

w o r k s u p p l e m e n t e d a n d f u r t h e r e n h a n c e t h e i s s u e s , d i s c u s s i o n s , and g a i n s made

i n t h e o t h e r t h e r a p y g r o u p s t h a t e a c h o f us was a l s o a p a r t o f .

A n o t h e r u n i q u e f e a t u r e t h a t we w e r e a l l o w e d t o h a v e a RCF was o r g a n i z a t i o n a l

b a n q u e t s o r a w a r d s c e r e m o n i e s . Each g r o u p member was a l l o w e d t o h a v e t w o g u e s t s

come i n t o t h e f a c i l i t y a n d we c o u l d m e s t i n t h e : - d i n i n g r o o m . The s t a f f made

t h e m s e l v e s a s u n o b t r u s i v e a s p o s s i b l e t o g i v e t h e e v e n t a m o r e r e l a x e d a t m o s p h e r e

t h a n t h e s e m i r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s o f t h e v i s i t i n g r o o m . W h i l e t h e b a n q u e t was l i m i t e d

t o l i g h t s n a c k s a n d r e f r e s h m e n t s i t was a v e r y p l e a s n t a t m o s h e r e t h a t i s no

l o n g e r t a be e n j o y e d .

But u n f o r t u n a t e l y my t ime here s l o w l y r a n o u t and a f t e r the p a s t seven

( 7 ) yea rs i n L e v e l 4 , I was now e l i g i b l e f o r a c u s t o d y r e d u c t i o n down t o L e v e l 2 .

G&. ROBERT COTTON (JCF) LEVEL 2, 1993-1994;

I f o u n d m y s e l f s e n t b a c k t o J a c k s o n a n d p l a c e d a t JCF. O n l y now I g e t t o

e x p e r i e n c e l i v i n g i n t h e c u b i c l e e n v i n g n m e n t o f t h e p o l e b a r n s . W h i c h a t one t i m e

w a s n ' t bad a s t h e r e a r e o n l y f i v e ( 5 ) b e d s p e r c u b e u n l i k e h a v i n g e i g h t ( 8 ) t h a t

we h a v e n o d a y s

I was s u r p r i s e d c o m i n g t h r o u g h t h e C o n t r o l : C e n t e r t o r e c o g n i z e many s t a f f

f r o m my l a s t s t o p h e r e a t JCF. One, now a s e r g e a n t , was w o r k i n g i n t h e b u b b l e
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when I came t h r o u g h . S ince JCF had become a t o k e n l e s s economy, when I was he re

b e f o r e , I wanted to cash i n my money tokens f rom RCF b e f o r e g o i n g t o the hous ing

u n i t and hav ing them be l a b e l e d c o n t r a b a n d . So I g o t the a t t e n t i o n x ft h e se rgean t

and t o l d h im I wanted a r e c e i p t f o r my t o k e n s . Now he w a s n ' t t o o s u r p r i s e d

b y s e e i n g t h e t o k e n s I p l a c e d on t h e c o u n t e r . I t was a l l t h e new s t a f f t h a t

had n e v e r seen tokens b e f o r e . So now they a l l s t op what t hey a r e do ing t o come

over and see what p r i s o n token money l o o k s l i k e . They a r e pawing t h r o u g h t h e s e

p i e c e s o f p l a s t i c , b r a s s , and aluminum, a s k i n g i f t hese t h i n g s a r e r e a l l y w o r t h

money end: what each t o k e n was w o r t h .

C u b i c l e l i f e i s n o t t h a t b a d , a s I h a d s p e n t a c o u p l e m o n t h s a t RCF i n

a f o u r ( 4 ) man r o o m b e f o r e g e t t i n g a s i n g l e b e d r o o m . I t a l l d e p e n d s on w h i c h

s i d e o f t h e u n i t y o u a r e : l o c a t e d . I f o n t h e f r o n t h a l l w a y w h e r e t h e o f f i c e r ' s

d e s k i s i n t h e l o b b y , u s u a l l y t h e r e i s l e s s n e f a r i o u s a c t i v i t y g o i n g o n . As

w e l l a s s o m e t i m e s t h e f u r t h e r down t h e f r o n t h a l l w a y t h e b e t t e r b e c a u s e y o u h a v e

l e s s t r a f f i c a s t h a t i f y o u d o n ' t l i v e a l l t h e wey down t h e h a l l , y o u h a v e

na b u s i n e s s t b e i n g down t h e r e . The f r o n t c u b e s a t t h e t h e a d o f e a c h h a l l a r e

f o r t h o s e who r e q u i r e c l o s e r o b s e r v a t i o n f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s , u s u a l l y b e c a u s e

t h e p e r s o n i s a p r o b l e m c h i l d a n d d o e s n o t p l a y w e l l w i t h o t h e r s . So f o r t u n a t e l y

I g e t o n t h e f r o n t h a l l a n d i n t o t h e c u b e n e x t z i ] t o t h e e n d o f t h e h a l l .

So I spend t h e n e x t few-weeks f i n d i n g o u t what i s new and wha t h a s n ' t

changed s i n c e I was he re l a s t . I f i n d t h a t none o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s have

s u r v i v e d he re s i n c e C e n t r a l O f f i c e t i g h t e n e d up t h e r u l e s abaut f u n d r a i s e r s ,

wh i ch l e f t a l l t h e p r i s o n e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s unab le t o s u s t a i n t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s

and good works t o t h e commun i t i es b o t h i n s i d e a n d o u t s i d e the f e n c e .

I a l s o f i n d t h a t I am o u t o f l u c k w i t h any t y p e o f group t h e r a p s y s u p p o r t

he re f rom e i t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n a l p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e r v i c e s o r the OPMHT. So w h i l e

I w a i t t o f i n d a j o b , I spend the days w o r k i n g and ou t i n the w e i g h t p i t , g o i n g

to the law l i b r a r y and l e a r n i n g how to p a i n t w i t h a c r y l i c s . I 1am a l s o c o m p l e t i n g

a co r respondence P a r a l e g a l Degree program t h r o u g h the P r o f e s s i o n a l Development

I n s t i t u t e t o c o n t i n u e w i t h my e d u c a t i o n s i n c e c o l l e g e i s o f f t h e t a b l e f o r now.

E v e n t u a l l y I g e t l u c k y and o n e o f t h e g u y s i n t h e c u b e w o r k s i n t h e l i b r a r y

and t e l l a me t h e y n e e d g u y s w i t h l e g a l t r a i n i n g t o w o r k a t t h e l a w l i b r a r y . I

h a v e h i m t a l k t o h i s b o s s a n d g e t an i n t e r v i e w a r r a n g e d . A f t e r g o i n g t h r o u g h

a l l my q u a l i f i c a t i o n s I am o f f e r e d a j o b , w h i c h I r e a d i l y a c c a p t . So now I

s p e n d m o s t o f my d a y o u t o f t h e u n i t i n t h e l i b r a r y e i t h e r w o r k i n g o r r e s e a r c h i n g
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o t h e r f a c i l i t y and c o n f i r m my s u s p i c i o n s , wh ich t u r n s o u t I am c o r r e c t . I now

t e l l my boss we need t h i s Lo tus 1 - 2 - 3 menu s p r e a d s h e e t i n o r d e r t o do what he

wan ts . So he c a l l s t h e MDOC Food S e r v i c e D i r e c t o r i n Lans ing t o g e t a copy o f

t h e menu s p r e a d s h e e t f i l e f r om h e r . Bu t when she says t h a t she w i l l copy t h e

f i l e t o a 2 } " d i s k and send t h i s t o h im i n t h e i n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l m a i l r u n . He

t h e n asks me w i t h a c o m p l e t e l y i n n o c e n t f a c e i f t h i s i s what i s meant by

send ing an e m a i l ? !

L i f e a t SMN w a s n o t u n e v e n t f u l i n t h e l e a s t , a s t h i s was s t i l l p a r t o f

" o l d s c h o o l " J a c k s o n t h e r e was a l w a y s a h i g h e r l e v e l o f p r i s o n v i o l e n c e t h a n

many o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s . T h e r e w e r e many t i m e s t h a t e m e r g e n c y c o u n t was c a l l e d

a n d o f f i c e r s w o u l d come a r o u n d a n d make u s t a k e o f f o u r s h i r t s » s p i n a r o u n d ,

a n d c h e c k o u r h a n d s f o r w o u n d s .

W h i l e I was a t SMN I was a b l e t o c o m p l e t e my A s s o c i a t e D e g r e e i n B u s i n e s s

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d t h e n e n r o l l e d w i t h S p r i n g A r b o r C o l l e g e (Now U n i v e r s i t y )

t o b e g § h t w o n k o n my B a c h e l o r D e g r e e i n B e h a v i o r a l S c i e n c e . I t was s u r p r i s i n g

t h a t t h e s e t w o c o l l e g e p r o g r a m s w e r e s t i l l g p a n d r u n n i n g a f t e r a l l t h e P e l l

G r a n t f u n d i n g f o r p r i s o n e r s h a d b e e n s t o p p e d . S u t b o t h p r o g r a m s h a d r e c e i v e d

p r i v a t e f u n d i n g a l o n g w i t h some money f r o m t h e s t a t e t o c o n t i n u e o p e r a t i n g .

I c o m p l e t e d my B a c h e l o r D e g r e e i n 2 0 0 0 a n d was o n e o f t h e l a s t t w o g r a d u a t e s

f r o m t h e p r o g r a m a t t h a t f a c i l i t y .

One o f t h e r a t h e r u n i q u e t h i n g s t h a t I e n c o u n t e r e d a t SMN was d e a l i n g w i t h

t h e g r e a t Y2K f i a s c o . 0h how t h e who le w o r l d was i n a p a n i c a b o u t a l l t he

computers c r a s h i n g because i t w o u l d n o t know t h e d i f f e r e n c e between t h e . y e a r

1900 and 2000. As I was w o r k i n g as t h e D i r e c t o r ' s C l e r k i n t h e k i t c h e n , I had

a r i n g s i d e s e a t t o e v e r y t h i n g s u r r o u n d i n g Y2K. We s p e n t weeks w r i t i n g d i s a s t e r

m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s a n d c o m p i l e d s e v e r a l p l a n s o f w h a t i f p l a n n i n g t h a t t o o k

s e v e r a l r e a m s o f p a p e r . i l e s p e n t a l m o s t a week m a k i n g 9 , 0 0 0 s a c k m e a l s t o be

d i s t r i b u t e d J a n u a r y 1 , 2 , & 3 , 2 0 0 0 when t h e p o w e r g r i d f a i l e d a n d t h e z o m b i e

a p o c a l y p e a was u p o n u s . Wen t t o b e d D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1 9 9 9 e x p e c t i n g : t h i n g s t o be

a r m e g g e d o n when I woke up i n t h e m o r n i n g . B u t t h i n g s w e r e q u i t e n o r m a l on

J a n u a r y 1 , 2 0 0 0 , a l l t h e h y p e w a s j u s t a n o t h e r m a r k e t i n g s c a r e . The o n l y t h i n g

t h a t was b a d was e a t i n g b a l o n a s a n d w i c h e s f o r t h e n e x t 3 d a y s t o u s e up a l l t h e

p r e m a d e b a g m e a l s t h a t h a d b e e n p r e p a r e d f o r t h e w o r l d ' s g r a a t e s ? w h a t i f " t h a t

n e v e r w a s .

Ano the r un ique e x p e r i e n c e was be ing a t work i n t h e k i t c h e n on September

11, 2001. No one was r e a l l y aware o f a n y t h i n g t h a t was go ing on i n New York .
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I t was j u s t a r e g u l a r m o r n i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n , u n t i l t h e p h o n e c a l l s s t a r t e d

c o m i n g i n f r o m t i m o u t s i d e . As t h e c l e r k i n t h e o f f i c e , p a r t o f my j o b was t o

a n s w e r t h e p h o n e when a l l t h e s t a f f w e r e o u t on t h e f l o o r o r o n t h e s e r v i n g

l i n e . S e v e r a l s t a f f who w o r k e d as k i t c h e n s u p e r v i s o r s w e r e members o f t h e

N a t i o n a l G u a r d , a n d i t was q u i t e s u r p r i s i n g w h e n some o n e f r o m t h e i r G u a r d

Armory c a l l e d f o r them. I t was t h e n t h a t t h e y were t o l d t h a t t h e t f u n i t was

now on a l e r t a n d t h e y n e e d e d t o r e p o r t i m m e d i a t e l y . t e h a d a TV i n t h e s t o r a g e

r o o m t h a t was u s e d f o r s a n i t a t i o n t r a i n i n g . We r o l l e d i t o u t i n t o t h e c o m m i s s a r y

a n d j u r y r i g g e d an a n n t e n a t o g e t t h e news t o s e e w h a t was h a p p e n i n g .

We w a t c h e d i n s h o c k as t h i n g s w e r e r e p l a y e d a n d t h e n t h e t w i n t o w e r s f e l l .

Some how n o n e o f t h i s seemed r e a l , t h i s o n l y o c c u r r e d i n t h e m o v i e s . I r e m e m b e r

how q u i e t i t was t h e n e x t c o u p l e o f d a y s w a l k i n g o u t s i d e a f t e r a l l t h e a i r

t r a f f i c i n t h e c o u n t r y was g r o u n d e d . T h i s was r e a l l y n o t i c a b l e a t SMN b e c a u s e

t h e y a r d w a s r i g h t i n t h e f l i g h t p a t h f o r a i r p l a n e s l a n d i n g a t t h e J a c k s o n

A i r p o r t j u s t t o t h e w e s t o f SMN.

The l a s t u n i q u e t h i n g I e n c o u n t e r e d a t SMN was when t h e y ? d e c i d e d t o c l o s e

i t d o w n t o g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n and u s e i t f o r a " n e w " R e c e p t i o n a n d G u i d a n c e

C a n t e r a n d P a r o l e V i o l a t o r s . They s t a r t e d s h i p p i n g g u y s o u t b y t h e bus losad

e v e r y d a y . E a c h d a y t h e c e l l b l o c k s g o t q u i e t e r a s t h e r e w e r e l e s s p e o p l e . T h e n

t h e y c l o s e d down t h e W e s t e r n Wayne f a c i l i t y a n d b r o u g h t a l l t h e p a r o l e v i o l a t o r s

t o J a c k s o n . T h e n t h e y s t a r t e d t o t r a n s f e r t h e p a r o l e v i o l a t o r s f r o m i n s i d e

J a c k s o n f r o m 11 & 1 2 B l o c k a n d b r i n g them t o SMN i n g r o u p s o f 40 a t a t i m e .

T h e y b r o u g h t t h e m t h r o u g h t h e h o s p i t a l a n d t o o k them t o e i t h e r 2 o r 3 B l o c k o n

SMN. A t t h e same t i m e t h e y b r o u g h t 40 g u y s i n t o t h e d i n i n g r o o m t o p r e p a r e t o

go t h r o u g h t h e h o s p i t a l i n t o 11 & 12 b l o c k s . I t t o o k them a l l d a y d o i n g t h i s

p r i s o n e r s h u f f l e , a l l t h e w h i l e f i l m i n g v a r i o u s a p s e c t s and t a l k i n g a b o u t

how t h i s was t h e l a r g e s t p r i s o n e r t r a n s f e r i n MDOC h i s t o r y .

Th i s was t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the end o f my t ime a t SMN. They s l o w l y o v e r

the n e x t few months t r a n s f e r r e d a l l o f us o u t o f g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n t h a t were

w o r k e r s t h a t k e p t t h e p l a c e r u n n i n g . My t u r n f i n a l l y came i n Oc tobe r :2 0 0 1 ,

when I was t r a n s f e r r e d t o Carson C i t y .

CARSON CITY (DRF) LEVEL 2 , 2001-2009 :

Now w h i l e I waa w a i t i n g i h t h e C o n t r o l C e h t e r a t SMN t o r i d e c u t , I h a d

a l a s t c h a n c e t o t a l k t o o n e o f t h e k i t c h e n s u p e r v i s o r s t h a t I h a d w o r k e d f o r

t h e s e p a s t 6 y e a r s . T h i s was b e f o r e t h e i d e a o f p r i v i t i z a t i o n o f s t a t e j o b s
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a n d a l l s t a f f h a d t o a c t u a l l y t a t o p h y s i c a l l y be p r e s e n t f o r t h e i r a n n u a l

t r a i n i n g w i t h s t a f f f r o m a l l o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s . So t h e ? o l d b o y n e t w o r k " was

s t i l l i n f u l l o p e r a t i o n . The s u p e r v i s o r a s k e d me i f I knew w h e r e I was g o i n g

a n d when I t o l d h i m t h a t i t was C a r s o n C i t y . He t o l d me t o g o t o t h e k i t c h e n

whan I g o t t h e r e a n d t a l k t o t h e c o m m i s s a r y s u p e r v i s o r t h e r e a m i f h a v e h i m c a l l

a n d he w o u l d g i v e me a good r e f e r e n c e f o r a j o b . The t w o o f t h e m h a d w o r k e d

t o g e t h e r a t a p i z z a b a r i n L a n s i n g b e f o r e t h e n s t a r t e d w o r k i n g f o r t h e MDOC.

So I g e t t o DRF and a f t e r s o many y e a r s o f l i v i n g i n a s i n g l e c e l l , I now

h a v e t a g a t r e a d j u s t e d t o l i v i n g i n a t w o man r o o m . I s t a r t o u t i n 800 U n i t

a n d am p l e c e d on t h e i n t a k e w i n g , w h e r e I am t o l d I w o u l d be m o v i n g t o a n o t h e r

u n i t a f t e r I am c l a s s i f i e d t o a j o b , u n l e s s I a s k t h e R e s i d e n t U n i t M a n a g e r

t o move t o t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e u n i t t o B W i n g . M o v i n g w i t h i n a u n i t i s o n e

t h i n g , b u t m o v i n g a l l a r o u n d a f a c i l i t y i s t o o much w o r k t o p a c k , m o v e , u n p a c k .

So I a s k t o s t a y i n t h e u n i t a n d am moved t o t h e o t h e r w i n g s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s .

A F t e r I g a t s e t t l e d i n t o t h e p e r m a n e n t w i n g o f t h e u n i t , I go t o l u n c h

o n e d a y a n d a s k t o s e e t h e c o m m i s s a r y s u p e r v i s o r . I am t a k e n b a c k t h r o u g h

t h e k i t c h e n t o t h e c o m m i s s a r y w h e r e I t e l l h i m who I am a n d t h a t h i s f r i e n d

t o l d me t o h a v e h i m c a l l a b o u t g i v i n g me a j o b . A t f i r s t , he d o e s n ' t r e a l l y

b e l i e v e me u n t i l I shown h i m some o f my o l d w o r k d e t a i l s and w o r k r e p o r t s w i t h

h i s f r i e n d ' s s i g n a t u r e . He t h e n c a l l s a n d g e t s a r e f e r e n c e t o my w o r k e t h i c s

a n d c h a r a c t e r a n d a f e w d a y s l a t e r I h a v e a j o b i n t h e k i t c h e n .

I w o r k f o r a f e w M o n t h s oh t h e s @ r v i n g l i n e b e f o r e b a i h g moved t o w o r k . 2

a s a c o o k . My new s u p e r v i s o r i s o n e o f t h e b e s t p e o p l e I a v e r w o r k e d f o r , a s

she was t o u g h . b u t a l s o f a i r . She i n s t i l l e d m a k i n g q u a l i t y p r o d u c t s n o t j u s t

q u a n t i t y . We a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o p a n a n y t h i n g f r o m t h e k e t t l e s u n t i l s h e t a s t e s

i t and c h e c k s t o s e e i f i t i s h o t e n o u g h . We d o n ' t p a n a n y t h i n g f r o m t h e o v e n

u n t i l s t e c h e c k s t h e t e m p e r a t u r e a n d t h e a p p e a r a n c e . B u t a f t e r a b o u t 6 m o n t h s ,

s h e l e a v e s t h e MDOC a n d t h e s t a n d a r d s she s e t a r e n o t f o l l o w e d a s c l o s e l y b y

h e r r e p l a c e m e n t a n d i t b e p m e s an u p h i l l s t r u g g l e w i t h t h e o t h e r : c o o k s wo now

d o n ' t c a r e a b o u t t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e i r w o r k .

There i s a p o s t i n g f o r guys who want t o work 3 r d s h i f t as b a k e r s . I know

a c o u l e o f t h e guys on t h e s h i f t and c é e c i d e t h i s would be a b e t t e r e n v i r o n m e n t

t o work as t h e r e i s much l e s s s t r e s s and t h e r e i s o n l y 18 p e o p l e t o d e a l w i t h

eve ry day a t t h e mos t . I g e t one o f the j o b s i n t h e bakeny w o r k i n g 3rd s h i f t

and a b o u t t h i s t i m e g e t moved i n t o t h e room o f t h e O i r e c t o r ' s C l e r k . So w h i l e

I em a t work a l l n i g h t he has t h e room t o h i m s e l f and w h i l e he i s a t work a l l
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day I have t h e room t o m y s e l f . The 3 r d s h i f t u n i t o f f i c e r a a l s o a l l o w us t o keep

o u r d a y / n i g h t c y c l e on o u r days o f f f r om work and a l l o w us t o s t a y up and watch

TV a l l n i g h t .

I l e a r n how to take the s m a l l bak i ng p r o j e c t s I l e a r n e d as a c h i l d f r om

my grandmother and mothe r , and make them on an i n d u s t r i a l s c a l e . On many t h i n g s

we a r e g i v e n l i c e n s e t o a x p e r i e m e n t w i t h new i d e a s and r e c i p i e s . Some e x p e r i m e n t s

t u r n o u t t o be g r e a t h i t s w i t h t h e p o p u l a t i o n , l i k e j e l l o . cake and r i c e c r i s p y

t r e a t s f o r 1 , 4 0 0 ! Many t i m e s the c h a l l e n g e comes f rom t h e Food S e r v i c e * D i r e t t o r

who would add a new i t em t o t h e menu w i t h o u t much warn ing t o c h a l l e n g e us t o

come up w i t h t h e p r o g g c t . O t h e r t i m e s we make s m a l l samples and l e a v e them f o r

t a s t e t e s t i n g and g e t t h e c h a l l e n g e o f how t o make t h e s m a l l pan t a s t e g r e a t ,

now go ahead and make i t f o r p o p u l a t i o n , b u t t h e b i g ba tch had b e t t e r t a s t e

as good as t h e t e s t pan .

Towards t h e end o f 2007 the MDOC f i n a l l y r a n o u t o f excuses, v e n d o r s , and

b l a c k and w h i t e T V ! ! ! A f t e r e v e r y o t h e r s t a t e i n t h e c o u n t r y had l o n g s i n c e

a l l o w e d t h e i r p r i s o n e r s t o buy c o l o r TVs. The MDOC f i n a l l y had t o move i n t o

t h e new e r a . A f t e r a l l t he yea rs o f l i e s and b e a u r o c r a t i c d o u b l e t a l k about

t h e v a r i o u s r e a s o n s f o r n o t a l l o w i n g c o l o r TVs. The b e s t one I hea rd was t h a t

c o l o r TVs g i v e o f f t o o much r a d i a t i o n and because o f o u r r e s t r i c t e d l i v i n g

space, we wou ld be t o o c l o s e t o t h e TVs and be i r r a d i a t e d . That was one o f t h e

whopper f i s h s t o r i e s t h a t you needed t o p u t your boo ts on when t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

used t o t e l l i t t o u s .

Oh what a d i f f e r e n c e t h i n g s were when I f i n a l l y g o t my new c o l o r TV a f t e r

20 y e a r s o f b e i n g b e h i n d t h e t i m e s and s t i l l w a t c h i n g b l a c k and Wh i te TV. Now

p a r t o f the reason f o r t h i s h o l d i n g o u t on t h e c o l o r TVs was p r o b a b l y t h e

p o l i t i c i a n s b e i n g so w o r r i e d about t h e i r p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r s . They were j u s t so

a f r a i d t h a t t h e p u b l i c : wou ld say t h a t p r i s o n e r s w i t h c o l o r TVs was c o d d l i n g .

E s p e c i a l l y , a f t e r a l l t he yea rs t h a t we had t h e MDOC t i e d up i n c o u r t o v e r t h e

p r o p e r t y l a w s u i t t h a t we e v e n t u a l l y l o s t because i t became way t o o b i g and l o s t

i t s o r i g i n a l f o c u s . The p u b l i c i t y t h a t case r e c e i v e d o v e r t h e yea rs was n o t

a lways f a v a r a b l e t o the MDOC.

I t was a l s o d u r i n g t h i s same t ime t h a t t h e MDOC dec ided t o go non smoking.

There were w e v e r a l reasons p u t f o r t h by v a r i o u s p a r t i e s , b u t t h e r e a l reason

was t h a t t h e MDOC was n e g o t i a t i n g f o r a new c o n t r a c t h e a l t h c a r e p r o v i d e r and

the company who was w a n t i n g the c o n t r a c t s i a d they wou ld do t h e i r s e r v i c e s f o r

a s p e c i f i e d c o s t i f t h e MDOC g o t r i d o f smoking. Then a t the l a s t m i n u t e , t h e

company wen t e l sewhe re f o r b u s i n e s s .
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N o t t h a t g e t t i n g r i d o f s m o k i n g i n t h e MDOC was n o t a bad t h i n g . A f t e r

s m o k i n g f o r 20 y e a r s , I s t a r t e d when I w e n t t o t h e c o u n t y j a i l . f o r some r e a s o n

t h e r e was an i l l u s i o n t h a t i f y o u d i d n ' t smoke i n j a i l / p r i s o n , y o u w e r e l o o k e d

a t a s w e a k , r e a l g u y s smoked ! B u t o v e r t h e y e a r s w i t h t h e c o s t o f t o b a c c o

p r o d u c t s on t h e r i s e w i t h a d d i t i o n a l t a x e s e v e r y y e a r . T h i n g s w e r e a t t h e p o i n t

w h e r e I was b a s i c a l l y w o r k i n g j u s t t o s u p p o r t my s m o k i n g h a b i t .

I t was a g o o d t h i n g t h a t I d i d n o t h a v e m a m y . o t h e r e x p e n s e s , a s w o r k i n g

m i d n i g h t s we a t e o f f menu e v e r y n i g h t . I t s a m a z i n g w h a t you c a n do w i t h some

i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o o d w h e n y o u a r e o n l y m a k i n g 30 p o r t i o n s i n s t e a d o f 1 , 4 0 0 .

You c a n a c t u a l l y make s o m e t h i n g t h a t r e s e m b l e s a c t u a l f o o d ! B u t t h i s was t h e

b e g i n n i n g o f t h e e n d f o r t h e q u a l i t y o f f o o d i n f o o d s e r v i c e . As t h i s was t h e

t i m e o f t h e f i r s t r u m b l i n g s o f p r i v i t i z a t i o n i n f o o d s e r v i c e . I am t o l d i n

t h e B a k e r y , t h a t i f a n d when we c r e a t e new i t e m s , t o p u t on t h e m e n u , t h e y c a n ' t

c o s t a n y m o r e t h a n t h e i t e m t h a t t h e y a r e r e p l a c i n g .

So now I h a d t o l e a r n t o s t a r t s c a v e n g i n g l e f t o v e r b i t s a n d p i e c e s t o k e e p :

m a k i n g new p r o d u c t s . T h o s e o d d l e f t o v e r p a n s o f p e a r s , p e a c h e s , p i n e a p p l e , a n d

h a l f b o x e s o f b a n a n a s , s t a r t t o acd u p . Then comes t h e q u e s t i o n o f why a r e y o u

t e l l i n g me t o make p e a c h c r i s p w i t h p i e f i l l i n g f r o m t h e w a r e h o u s e , when I c a n

make o u r own b e t t e r p i e f i l l i n g f r o m s c r a t c h a t h a l f t h e c o s t ? A r a t h e y r e a l l y

t r y i n g t o s a v e money?

T h i s i s a l s o t h e p o i n t where the whole MDOC s t a r t s c h a n g i n g . A t one

p o i n t he re a t DRF, b o t h s i d e s o f the f a c i l i t y are L e v e l 2 . Su t t h e t e m p o r a r y

s i d e has a h i g h e r r a t e o f u n r e s t and v i o l e n c e . Seve ra l o f f i c e r s t r a n s f e r r e d

t h e r e t o w o r k , o n l y t o t r a n s f e r back s e v e r a l months l a t e r because the p l a c e

was sO uneasy t o work i n . The t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n comes up w i t h a b r a i n s t o r m

idea t h a t i f t hey send some l i f e r s o v e r t o the t e m p o r a r y s i d e as a s t a b l i l i z i n g

i n f l u e n c e , t h e younge r p o p u l a t i o n w i l l ca lm down. Every c o u n s e l o r c a l l e d a l l

t he l i f e r s i n t h e i r u n i t s t o t h e i r o f f i c e s a s k i n g each t o v o l u n t e e r t o t r a n s f e r

o v e r t o t h e tempora ry u n i t s . To a man, e v e r y s i n g l e l i f e r t o l d the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,

n o t o n l y no , b u t h e l l no! Somehow t hey j u s t d i d n ' t unde rs tand t h a t i t i s n o t

o u r j o b t o be p s y c h o t h e r a p i s t s and s o l v e t h e i r p r o b l e m s . .

I t was a l s o a t t h i s t i m e t h e MDOC p u l l e d o f f t h e b i g g e s t scam o f a l l t i m e

and t h e M ich i gan p u b l i c has n e v e r r e a l i z e d t h e y were bamboozled. A l l t hese

" r e g i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s " t h a t had an a t t a c h e d " t e m p o r a r y f a c i l i t y " l o c a t e d n e x t t o

them had seepa ra te names f o r y e a r s . A t one p o i n t t h e MDOC i n v i t e d the p u b l i c
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t o name these " t e m p o r a r y " f a c i l i t i e s , i . @ . , I o n i a Temporary ( D e e r f i e l d ) , K i n r o s s

Temporary ( S t r a i g h t s ) f o r examples . Now j u s t a c o u p l e yea rs l a t e r the MDOC

announced i t was " r e d u c i n g " t h e number o f p r i s o n s i n t h e s t a t e by c l o s i n g s e v e r a l

f a c i l i t i e s . An example o f t h i s l i e and f a l s e h o o d was announcments o f c l o s i n g

Carson C i t y R e g i o n a l and Boyer Road f a c i l i t i e s and open ing Carson C i t y C o r r e c t i o n a l

F a c i l i t y , now r e f e r r e d t o es DRF-East and DRF-West. The MDOC c l o s e d n o t h i n g !

They j u s t changed t h e name s i g n on the f r o n t d o o r , t h e p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t y ( s )

n e v e r changed.

P a r t o f t h e MDOC's b u d g e t r e d u c t i o n p l a n w a s t o s t o p p a y i n g p r i s o n e r s

any? t y p e o f p e r f o r m a n c e b o n u s f o r k i t c h e n w o r k e r s . Now t h i s m o n t h l y e x t r a

money a d d e d t o o u r m o n t h l y p a y w a s t o e n c o u r a g e g o o d w o r k b e h a v i o r a n d e t h i c s

o n t h e a s s i g n m e n t . B u t when t h e MDOC c u t t h e s e b o n u s e s o u t f o r p r i s o n e r s

who w e r e a s s i g n e d t o f o o d s e r v i c e a f t e r a c e r t a i n d a t e b u t h a d b e e n g r a n d f a t h e r e d

i n t h o s e o f u s who w e r e w o r k i n g when t h e new r u l e t o o k e f f e c t . T h i s c r e a t e d

a c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o g r o u p s o f w o r k e r s b e c a u s e t h o s e s t i l l e a r n i n g

b o n u s money w e r e t r y i n g t m k e e p t h e i r w o r k s t a n d a r d s t o n o t l o o s e i t o r g e t f i r e d .

T h e n t h o s e new w o r k e r s w e r e n o t e l i g i b l e f o r b o n u s p a y w e r e m a k i n g up f o r t h i s

l o s s o f monsay b y s t e a l i n g a n y t h i n g t h a t w a s n ' t n a i l e d d o w n .

T h e r e was a l s o a c o n s p i r a c y t h e o r y among t h o s e who w e r e s t i l l e a r n i n g b o n u s

p a y i n t h a t t h e y seemed t o w a n t t o p r i o r i t i z e t r a n s f e r r i n g t h o s e o f u s s t i l l

m a k i n g b o n u s p a y . T h e t w a y t h e r e was a b r e a k i n t h e i r e m p l o y m e n t a n d t h e y w o u l d

now n o t be e l i g i b l e f o r b o n u s p a y a t t h e n e x t a s s i g n a m n t . I s o m e t i m e s b e l i e v e

t h i s i s p a r t i a l l y t h e r e a s o n f o r my t r a n s f e r f r o m DRF t o Gus H a r r i s o n ( A d r i a n )

i n a d d t i o n t o b e i n g f o u n d n o t g u i l t y on a f a l s e m i s c o n d u c t c h a r g e . I was c a l l e d

i n t o w o r k o n e d a y b y t h e m o r n i n g b y t h e m o r n i n g p r o d u c t i o n s u p e r v i s o r b e c a u s e

s h e r a n s h o r t o f a b a k e r y i t e m when she was g i v e n h e r c o r r e c t : p a n c o u n t and

b e c a u s e she c h o s e n o t t o a l l o w t h e i t e m t o be s e c u r e d when w o r k e r s came o n

s h i f t i n t h e m o r n i n g t h e y s t o l e s e v e r a l p a n s c a u s i n g h e r t o b e s h o r t .

A f t e r she t r i e d t o s h i f t t h e f a u l t t o me as t h e depa r tmen t head and

s t a t e I l i e d on my paperwork and t o o k advantage o f a new s h i f t s u p e r v i s o r . I

f i l e d a g r i e v a n c e on h e r a s k i n g t h a t she be counse led about h e r conduc t and

made an o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t i f she was a l l o w e d t o c o n t i n u e , she c o u l d become

a danger t o h e r s e l f and o t h e r s t a f f i n c r e a t i n g a h o s t i l e work e n v i r o n m e n t .

Her response t h e day she r e c e i v e d t h e g r i e v a n c e was t o w r i t e me a misconduc t

r e p o r t f o r i n s o l e n c e .

Now t h e r e h a s a l w a y s b e e n a r u l e b o t h w r i t t e n a n d u n w r i t t e n t h a t p r i s o n e r s
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may n o t f i l e a g r i e v a n c e on a n y t h i n g t e l a t e d t o a misconduc t r e p o r t , n o r may

s t a f f f i l e a misconduc t r e p o r t on a p r i s o n e r who f i l e d a g r i e v a n c e . So I had

t e go t h r o u g h the who le m isconduc t p rocess and a t DRF ANYm i s c o n d u c t g o t you

l a i d i n f rom y o u r work a s s i g n m e n t pend ing t h e outcome o f t h e h e a r i n g . When

t h e h e a r i n g day f i n a l l y came, t h e h e a r i n g s o f f i c e r t o o k one l o o k a t the m isconduc t

r e p o r t and onpe look a t me and asked o n l y ona q u e s t i o n . Was t h i s t i c k e t w r i t t e n

a f t e r and on t h e g r i e v a n c e I f i l e d ? When I answered yes and showed the f i l i n g

d a t e s . The h e a r i n g s o f f i c e r responded t h a t t h e t i c k e t c o u l d n o t s t a n d and

s t a f f shou ld know b e t t e r t h a n t o a t t e m p t t h i s and t h r e w the m isconduc t o u t .

Bu t l a t e r t h a t day, I was t o l d i n t h e u n i t t h a t the Deputy Warden c a l l e d

and s a i d t h a t j u s t because I b e a t t h e t i c k e t , I was s t i l l n o t a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n

t o w o r k . Three days b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s , I was s e n t t o A d r i a n .

GUS HARRISON (ADRIAN) (ARF) LEVEL 2 , 2009-2012:

A f t e r s o many y e a r s o f w o r k i n g 3 r d s h i f t , t h i s was a b i t o f a s h o c k t o

t h e s y s t e m t o r e a d j u s t t o b e i n g up a l l d a y a n d s l e e p i n g a t n i g h t . S u t f o r t u n a t e l y

w h e n I was g i v e n my p r o p e r t y o n 3 r d s h i f t t h e n i g h t t h a t I a r r i v e d . I t o l d

t h e u n i t s t a f f a b o u t b e i n g a 3 r d s h i f t w o r k e r f o r t h e p a s t 7 y e a r s and I m i g h t

be up a l l n i g h t u n t i l I c o u l d r e a d j u s t , t h e y s a i d t h e r e was no p r o b l e m i f I

was up w a t c h i n g TV a l l n i g h t .

Now ARF was a n o t h e r f a c i l i t y t h a t had bo th g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n and r e s i d e n t i a l

t r e a t m e n t programming (RTP). The d i f f e r e n c e he re was t hey were k e p t s e p a r a t e d

w i t h a d i f f e r e n t y a r d and meal t i m e s . t h e n some RTP p r i s o n e r s were f e l t ab l e

t o f u n c t i o n w i t h normal p o p u l a t i o n , t h e y were b r o u g h t : t o one o f t h e g e n e r a l

p o p u l a t i o n u n i t s t o t r a n s i t i o n . =

S i n c e ARF h a d n o 3 r d s h i f t k i t c h e n w o r k e r s , I was l e f t t o w o r k o n f s t

s h i f t . I s t a r t e d i n t h e d i s h t a n k a n d moved t o t h e u n t i l i t y c l e a n i n g c r e w

a n d s p e n t a y e a r a s t h e B a c k D o c k L e a d w o r k e r u n t i l I was p r o m o t e d t o t h e

d i r e c t o r ' s C l e r k j o b b a s e d on my p a s t c l e r k e x p e i r i e n c e .

ARF was one o f t h e few f a c i l i t i e s t h a t s t i l l h a d i c e machines and c o l d

pop machines i n t h e hous ing u n i t s , wh i ch made t h i n g s somewhet more l i v e a b l e .

One o f t h e b i g g e s t f a u l t s w i t h ARF was t h a t t h e r e were n o t and s t i l l n o t any

phones i n s i d e t h e hous ing u n i t s . You have t o go o u t s i d e r a i n , snow, o r sun

i f you want t o use the phone.

Ano the r f a u l t about ARF was t h e h i g h r a t e o f room t h e f t . As t h e t h i e v e s

and gangbangers had found t h a t i f you t o o k t h e s a n i t i z e r s p r a y b o t t l e s and
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b e l i e v e what happened and why I chose to r a c t t h e way i d i d . But d o n ' t g i v e

me a C l e a r answer as t o w h e t h e r I w i l l be s t a y i n g a t ARF o r t r a n s f e r r e d .

Now I s t a r t my s a n c t i o n s and t h e long w a i t t o see i f I am s t a y i n g o r

l e a v i n g ARF. Each day they b r i n g one o r more guys t o s e g r a g a t i o n and c u t peop le

l o o s e back t o t h e y a r d . I s t a r t c o u n t i n g who was he re b e f o r e me and who came

a f t e r w a r d s . Now I am w a t c h i n g and w a i t i n g f o r enough peop le to do someth ing

t o g e t p l a c e d i n s e g r e g a t i o n so t h a t I can g e t p u t o u t on e a r l y r e l e a s t . Sure

enough a f t e r 10 days i n s e g r e g a t i o n , t h e y g i v e me a t r a s h bag f o r my s t u f f and

t e l l me t o go back t o t h e y a r d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I am p laced i n a n o t h e r hous ing

u n i t , b u t t h a t w a s n ' t s u c h a bad t h i n g . The o n l y f r i c t i o n t h a t I encoun te red

was when I g o t o u t o f s e g r e g a t i o n , my j o b had been f i l l e d because t h e y d i d n o t

e x p e c t me t o s t a y a t ARF. So t h e y p laced me i n a n o t h e r j o b s l o t and some o f

t h e p e o p l e who were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e guy t h a t I p i c k e d the f i g h t w i t h , w e r e n ' t

happy t h a t I was a l l o w e d t o s t a y and he was t r a n s f e r r e d . Bu t a f t e r about a

month , I was t r a n s f e r r e d as w e l l back t o I o n i a , b u t t h i s t ime t o MTU.

HAND@O:: MICHIGAN TRAINING UNIT (MTU) LEVEL 2, 2012:

Now t h i s f a c i l i t y was o r i g i n a l l y : t u i l t t o dea l w i t h younger o f f e n d e r s .

So t h e r e was a g r e a t emphasis on e d u c a t i o n and v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g a t t h i s

f a c i l i t y . Bu t i n t h e i n f i n i t e wisdom o f t h e powers t o be i n the MDDC, someone

d e c i d e d i t w o u l d be a good i d e s to mix o l d e r and younger o f f e n d e r s a t t h i s

f a c i l i t y i n an a t t e m p t t o s t a b l i z e the v i o l e n c e l e v e l . which i s a m i s t a k e

t h e MDOC j u s t c a n n o t g e t en u n d e r s t a n d i n g , we t he o l d e r o f f e n d e r s d o n ' t want

t a be around t h e s e younger o f f e n d e r s . They w o u l d n ' t l i s t e n to t h e i r own f a m i l y ,

t h e y w o n ' t l i s t e n t o the MDOC s t a f f , s o what makes you t h i n k t h a t t hey a r e

g o i n g to l i s t e n t o a n y t h i n g an o l d e r o f f e n d e r has t o o f f e r .

So I g e t o r i e n t a t e d t o t h e f a c i l i t y and see t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n d i r e c t o r .

Now because I have t a l k e d t o a few guys t h a t I worked w i t h a t o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s .

I f i n d o u t t h e y have a n i c e b a k e r y i n the k i t c h e n , : s o I g e t s i gned up f o r the

k i t c h e n . I a l s o f i n d o u t t h a t i f I t a l k t o my c o u n s e l o r i n the u n i t , t h a t

he can go on t h e computer and reopen my v o c a t i o n a l t r a d e window and a l l o w me

t o s i g n up f o r ano the r v o c a t i o n a l t r a d e . So I see the counse lo r and g e t p l aced

on the l i s t s t o lesan w e l d i n g an CNC m a c h i n i n g .

A f t e r a f e w d a y s I g e t c a l l e d t o t h e k i t c h e n t o w o r k a n d f i n d t h a t s e v e r a l

o f t h e s u p e r v i s o r s I know f r o m t h e k i t c h e n a t RCF. Even t h o u g h I n e v e r w o r k e d

f o r t h e m , t h e many J a y c e e p r o j e c t s t h a t w e n t t h r o u g h t h e k i t c h e n g a v e ma some

g r e a t c o n t a c t p o i n t s t o h e l p me w o r k my way up i n t h i s k i t c h e n .
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I do n o t h a v e a n y i s s u e s h e r e a t MTU, u n t i l I g a t my s e c o n d b u n k y , who i s

r e l e a s e d f r o m s e g r e g a t i o n . B e c a u s e he i s o n l y i n h i s e a r l y 2 0 s a n d i s a p r o f o u n d

w h i t e s u p r e m i c i s t , I know t h e r e w i l l b e p r o b l e m s . As somm?as he g e t s o f f h i s

s a n c t i o n s , t h e p r o b l e m s s t a r t . L i t t l e t h i n g s s t a r t d i s a p p e a r i n g , b u t w h e n

c o n f r o n t e d h e c l a i m s i n n o c e n c e and s a y s t h a t t h e d o o r m u s t n o t be l o c k i n g a l l

t h e way when he g o e s t o e a t o r t o t h e y a r d w h i l e I am a t w o r k . B u t when I

h a v e s t a f f c h e c k t h e d o o r l o c k t h e y f i n d n o t h i n g w r o n g . So I go t o t h e c o u n s e l o r

a n d a s k t o be moved d o w n s t a i r s t o t h e f i r s t f l o o r w h e r e t h e r e i s m o r e o b s e r v a t i o n

o f t h e h a l l w a y s f r o m t h e o f f i c e r ' s d e s k .

I am t o l d t h a t i t m i g h t be b e t t e r i f I moved t o t h e u n i t n e x t doo r t h a t

i s supposed t o be f o r o n l y t h o s e who a r e 30 yea rs o l d and up . Meaning i t s h o u l d

be a more s t a b l e u n i t . So I agree t h a t t h i s wou ld be b e s t and the n e x t day

when I come back f r o m i o r k , t h e y t e l l me t o pack up and move t o C - U n i t ;

Now I g e t t o C - U n i t a n d f i n d t h e s e r o o m s a r e a c t u a l l y s m a l l e r t h a n t h e r o o m s

i n D - U n i t . I c a n a c t u a l l y s t a n d i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e r o o m a n d s t r e t c h o u t my

a r m s a n d t o u c h b o t h s i d e s o f t h e r o o m w a l l s . I f my b u n k y w a n t s t o g e t i n t o

h i s w a l l l o c k e r o r e i t h e r o f u s w a n t s t o o p e n a f o o t l o c k e r . The o t h e r g u y

h a s t o g e t u p o n t h e t r b u n k o r s t e p o u t o f t h e r o o m b e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o t e n o u g h

r o o m f o r b o t h p e o p l e t o be s t a n d i n g a t t h e same t i m e . To a d d t o t h i s , some

u n i t s h a v e a s i n k a n d t o i l e t i n t h e r o o m as w e l l ! I h a v e b e e n i n c l o s e t s t h a t

h a v e m o r e r o o m t h a n wheat i s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e s e r o o m s a t MTU. S u t o n e h a s t o

r e m e m b e r t h a t t h i s f a c i l i t y w a s o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t f o r j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s a n d

o n l y o n e p e r s o n p e r r o o m a s i t s o r i g i n a l d e s i g n .

T h i n g s s t a r t t o go a l r i g h t , I h a v e t o w a i t f o r 6 m o n t h s s i n c e t h e f i g h t i n g

m i s c o n d u c t b e f o r e I am a m b l e t o be p l a c e d o n t h e a p p r o v e d l i s t t o go t o t h e w e i g h t

p i t and w o r k o u t a g a i n . So when I g o t o t h e y a r d , i t i s a l l a b o u t w a l k i n g l e p s .

B u t t h e r e i s no p a v e d w a l k i n g / r u n n i n g t r a c k h e r e , j u s t d i r t a n d s a n d , s o no

w a l k i n g d u r t e g j t h e r a i n s t o r m s o r s e v e r a l d a y s a f t e r w a r d s b e c a u s e t h e p a t h i s

a mud b o g .

W h k l e I am t h e r e t h e y h a v e c u t o f f h a l f o f t h e b a c k y a r d b e c a u s e t h e

p e r i m e t e r f e n c e r a n a l l t h e way up t o a l o c a l r o a d . T h e r e was t o o : much

c o n t r a b a n d b e i n g t h r o w n o v e r t h e f e n c e t h a t a b u f f e r z o n e was p u t i n p l a c e .

B u t t h a t w a s n ' t e n o u g h , s o t h e y w e r e m o v i n g t h e s o f t b a l l f i e l d f r o m t h e b a c k

h a l f o f t h e y a r d n e x t t o t h e b u f f e r z o n e , t o t h e f r o n t p a r t o f t h e y a r d w h e r e

t h e r e w a s o p e n s p a c e . So now t h e y w o u l d o n l y a l l o w u s a c c e s s t o l e s s t h a n h a l f

o f t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n e d b a c k y a r d .
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The r e a l s c a r y p a r t o f a l l t h i s i s I am t u r n i n g i n t o s o m e o n e I am r e a l l y

n o t , n o r do I w a n t t o b e . So I d e c i d e t h a t I m u s t make a p u b l i c e x a m p l e o u t

o f t h i s l i t t l e t h u g a n d t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s be d a m n e d . I d e c i d e t o make s u r e t o

l e a v e e r e m i n d e r t o h i m e v e r y d a y w h e n h e g e t s up t o l o o k i n t h e m i r r o r . I am

g o i n g t o c o o k h i m !

I t r y f o r s e v e r a l d a y s t o l e t t h i s i s s u e go a n d may be t h i n g s w i l l j u s t

c a l m d o w n and go a w a y . B u t he j u s t w o n ' t g e t i t t h r o u g h h i s h e a d t o l e t i t

go a n d l e a v e me a l o n e . So I f i g u r e o u t h i s d a i l y r o u t i n e a n d when I see h i m

g e t t i n g r e a d y t o g o t o t h e s h o w e r r o o m I h e a d t o t h e d a y r o o m a n d u s e t h e

m i c r o w a v e . I h a v e a l a r g e c u p f u l l o f c o c o n u t g r e a s e , shampoo , a n d r i c e . I

h e a t i t up s o i t s a l l m e l t e d t o g e t h e r a n d b o i l i n g . I t a k e t h e c u p b a c k up

s t a i r s a n d w a i t i n t h e b a t h r o o m u n t i l I see h i m c o m i n g b y t o g o t o t h e s h o w e r .

I a s k h i m i f we c a n t a l k f o r a m i n u t e a n d when he s t o p s , I s l i n g t h e h o t

m i x t u r e a t h i m . F o r t u n a t e l y , h e d u c k s a s I s t a r t m o v i n g s o t h a t t h e

h o t m i x t u r e f l i e s o v e r h i m a n d i n t o t h e s t a i r w e l l b e h i n d h i m :

He t h e n t a k e s o f f s c r e a m i n g , " H e l p P o l i c e ! " a s he j u m p s down t w o f l i g h t s

o f s t a i r s r u n n i n g f o r t h e o f f i c e r ' s d e s k . I g i v e c h a s e , b u t he g e t s t o t h e

d e s k b e f o r e me. B u t w h e n c o n f r o n t e d b y t h e o f f i c e r s a t t h e d e s k , we b o t h s a y

n o t h i n g a b o u t w h a t h a s h a p p e n e d . So we a r e t o l d t o go t o o u r r o o m s f o r t h e

r e s t o f s h i f t . B u t a s we go u p t h e s t a i r s , t h e l i t t l e t h u g d e c i d e s he h a s

f o u n d h i s manhood a g a i n a n d s t a r t s t o r u n o f f a t t h e m o u t h . So h e r u n s up t h e

s t a i r s a n d I g i v e c h a s e . I manage t o g e t b e t w e e n h i m a n d h i s r o o m , s o t h e r e

i s no p l a c e f o r h i m t o g o , b u t a f t e r r u n n i n g i n c i r t l e s a r o u n d t h e s e c o n d

f l o o r f o r a f e w m i n u t e s . He makes i t b a c k t o h i s r o o m a n d g r a b sa p a d l o c k t o

s t a r t s w i n g i n g a t m e . Now t h i s w h o l e t i m e , e v e r y o n e i n t h e u n i t i s w a t c h i n g

a n d t h e s t a f f a r e l a u g h i n g a t t h i s l i t t l e t o u g h g u y on t h e r u m . B u t when I

s t e r t t o b r e a k t h e d o o r i n , t h e y d e c i d e t h i s h a s g o n e f a r e n o u g h . They come

u p s t a i r s and t e l l me t o s t o p a n d c u f f up b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e c a l l e d f o r t h e y a r d

c r e w t o come g e t me a n d i f : I am s t i l l g o i n g a t i t when t h e y g e t t h e r e , t h e y

w i l l t a s e r m e . So n o t w a n t i n g t o be h i t w i t h a b u g z a p p e r , I s t o p a n d l e t

t h e m t a k e me o u t o f t h e u n i t . T h e y t a k e me t o h e a l t h c a r e f o r e v a l u a t i o n a n d

d e c i d e w h a t t h e y a r e g o i n g t o do w i t h me.

The nurse checks my blood pressure and says i f I d o n ' t calm down she w i l l

have t o give ma a shot to reduce my blood pressure. In the meantime, the l i e u t e n a n t

s h o w s up a n d s t a r t s a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s a n d m a k i n g p h o n e c a l l s . A f t e r I g e t my
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So I g e t a c o p y o f t h e t i c k e t a n d f i n d o u t t h a t t h e w e a p o n wae f o u n d b y o n e

o f t h e B - U n i t c o u n s e l o r s a f t e r h e " r e c e i v e d " a s t a t e m e n t f r o m a c o n f i d e n t i a l

i n f o r m a n t a n d H E w e n t t o my r o o m a n d s h o o k down my a r e a . So when I go t h r o u g h

t h e h e a r i n g p r o c e s s I am a b l e t o s u b m i t q u e s t i o n s t o a t t e m p t t o f i n d some t r u t h .

B u t my b u n k y o f c o u r s e p l a y s dumb a n d know n o t h i n g a b o u t how i t g o t t h e r e . The

c o u n s e l o r who " f o u n d " t h e weapon a n d w r o t e t h e t i c k e t c l a i m s h e d i d q u e s t i o n

f o r a m i n u t e i f t h i s w a s a s e t u p , b u t d i s r e g a r d e d t h a t t h o u g h t b e c a u s e h i s

c o n f i d e n t i a l s o u r c e s h a s p r o v e n t o be v e r y r e l i a b l ei n t h e p a s t . B u t w i t h o u t

s e n d i n g t h e w e a p o n t o t h e S t a t e P o l i c e c r i m e l a b f o r DNA a n d f i n g e r p r i n t i n g

t h e r e i s no w a y t o p r o v e my i n n o c e n c e . W i t h m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t s t h e e v i d e n c e

s t a n d a r d i s b a s e d o n a p r e p o n d e r a n c e o f t h e e v i d e n c e , n o t b e y o n d a r e a s o n a b l e

d o u b t . Even t h e h e a r i n g o f f i c e r q u e s t i o n e d t h i s w h o l e i n c i d e n t a n d p o s t p o n e d

t h e h e a r i n g u n t i l he q u e s t i o n e d t h e c o u n s e l o r . S u t i n t h e e n d , I was f o u n d

g u i l t y o f p o s s e s s i o n o f a w e a p o n a n d g i v e n 20 d a y s d e t e n t i o n . Y e t t h e h e a r i n g

o f f i c e r s t i l l t h o u g h t h e r e was s o m e t h i n g w r o n g h e r e a n d g a v e me @0 d a y s d e t e n t i o n

i n s t e a d o f t h e maximum 30 d a y s b e c a u s e I a l r e a d y h a d 10 d a y s p r e h e a r i n g c o n f i n e m e n t .

N o r m a l l y t h e y d o n ' t g i v e a n y c r e d i t f o r p r e h e a r i n g c o n f i n e m e n t d a y s when c a l c u l a t i n g

t h a s a n c t i o n .

So now I have t o w a i t and see i f t h e y w i l l l e t me s t a y a t t h e f a c i l i t y o r

a r e t h e y go ing t o send me some p l a c e e l s e . A few days l a t e r t h e y come and

t e l l me t h a t I am b e i n g t r a n s f e r r e d f r om MTU t o t h e R e f o r m a t o r y .

MICHIGAN REFORMATORY (RMI) LEVEL 4 , 2012:

I am n o t b a c k a t RMI t o f i n i s h c u t my s e g r e g a t i o n s a n c t i o n s . A d a y a f t e r

I a r r i v e t h e d e p u t y w a r d e n a n d t h e s e c u r i t y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n c o m m i t t e e s e a me,

w h e r e I am t o l d t h a t h e d o e s n ' t c a r e why I h a v e b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o RMI o r w h y

I am i n s e g r e g a t i o n . A f t e r my s a n c t i o n s a r e c o m p l e t e d I w i l l be r e l e a s e d t o

L e v e l 4 G e n e r a l P o p u l a t i o n . I f I w a n t a t r a n s f e r , I am t o w a i t u n t i l I g e t

a s s i g n e d t o my r e g u l a r u n i t a n d g e t w i t h my c o u n s e l o r . The d e p u t y s a i d he d o e s n ' t

c a r e i f I am h e r e a d a y o r a y e a r , g o s e e t h e c o u n s e l o r a b o u t a t r a n s f e r .

A f t e r a b o u t two weeks i n s e g r e g a t i o n , I f i n d o u t t h a t the s e c r e g a t i o n

c o u n s e l o r dec ides what u n i t you go t o when you a r e r e l e a s e d f r o m s e g r e g a t i o n .

I s e n t him a l e t t e r and ask n o t t o be s e n t up t o the 4 t h o r 5 t h f l o o r when I

am r e l e a s e d , i f p o s s i b l e t o s t a y . o n t h e 1 s t o r 2nd f l o o r . A f e w days l a t e r t h e y

r u n s h o r t o f bedspace i n s e g r e g a t i o n due to a l l t h e gang a c t i v i t y go ing on

e v e r y d a y . They come and t e l l t h r e e o f us t h a t we a r e b e i n g l e t go on e a r l y
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On t h e s h e l v e s . T h e r e a r e n o l a b e l s a s t o w h a t t h i n g s a r e , w h a t d a t e i t w a s

o p e n e d , when i t n e e d s t o be u s e d . I f i n d :30 p a n s o f b u t t e r w i t h n o l a b e l s

and a l l o f t h e m : a r e p a r t i a l l y u s e d p a n s . No o n e g r a b s sen o p e n p a n t o f i n i s h

i t o f f , t h e y a l w e y s come g r a b a f u l l p a n . Wha t s u r p r i s e s me i s t h a t t h e c o o k s

a n d p r o d u c e w o r k e r s h a v e n ' t r u n o u t o f p a n s t o p u t f r e s h f o o d p r o d u c t s i n t o

f o r s e r v i c e .

I t t a k e s me t h e b e t t e r p a r t o f a w h o l e d a y w o r k i n g t w o s h i f t s , i n b e t w e e n

w o r k i n g my r e g u l a r e s s i g n e d j o b o n t h e s e r v i n g l i n e t o make a d e n t o n s t r a i g h t e n i n g

t h i s c o o l e r o u t . I f i r s t h e d t o t a l k t o t h e new A s s i s t a n t F o o d S e r v i c e D i r e c t o r

a b o u t w h a t r u l e o f c o o l e r s t o r a g e t h e y a r e p l a n n i n g t o w o r k w i t h . As t h e

F o o d Code r u l e i s n o m o r e t h a n 7 d a y s c a n s o m e t h i n g be h e l d i n t h e c o o l e r f r o m

i t s p r o d u c t i o n d a t e . S u t some f a c i l i t i e s o n l y a l l o w 3 - 4 d a y s t o make s u r e

t h i n g s a r e u s e d u p o r t h r o w n a w a y i n a m o r e t i m e l y f a s h i o n . I am t o l d t h a t

we w i l l be u s i n g t h e 7 d a y s f u l e , s o now I c a n f i g u r e o u t how t o s t a r t d a t i n g

a l l t h e s e p a n s I h a v e i n t h i s c o o l e r .

A f t e r a b o u t t h r e e d a y s o f w o r k I now h a d t h i n g s o r g a n i z e d . B e c a u s e o f t h i s

t h e y w i l l n o t l e t a n y o n e j u s t p u t t h i n g s i n t o t h e c o o l e r . T h e y a r e t o l d t o

l e a v e t h i n g s s i t t i n g on a c a r t o u t s i d e o f t h e c o o l e r s o t h a t I c a n p u t t h e m

a v a y a n d a f t e r d i n n e r , t h e y j u s t p u s h t h e c a r t i n s i d e t h e d o o r f o r me t o t a k e

c a r e o f i n t h e m a r n i n g w h e n I come t o w o r k . A f t e r a b o u t a w e e k o f a l l t h i s ,

I w a s m o v e d o f f t h e s e r v i n g l i n e a n d i n t o t h e j o b o f t h e L e a d R e l i e f L i n e b o r k e r .

Now I h a v e t o s e t u p t h e s e r v i n g l i n e f o r b r e a k f a s t a n d i l u n c h a n d c h a n g e o u t

p a n s o f f t h e s e r v i n g l i n e w h i l e t h e m e a l s a r e r u n n i n g .

Now I h a v e t o come i n e a c h m o r n i n g a n d s e t t h i n g s up f o r b r e a k f a s t , i n c l u d i n g

m a k i n g o r a n g e j u i c e . One m o r n i n g we go t o t h e h o l d i n g c o o l e r w h e r e t h e j u i c e

c o n c e n t r a t e . i s k e p t i n a l o c k e d c a g e . When we g e t i n t h e c o o l e r t h e r e i s a

f l a t b e d c a r t w i t h 3 0 - 4 " h o t e l p a n s s i t t i n g i n f r o n t o f t h e j u i c e c a g e . So I

m o v e t h e f l a t b e d o u t o f t h e w a y , b u t w h e n I p u t my h a n d o n a s t a c k o f p a n s t o

s t a b l i z e t h e m w h i l e t h e c a r t i s m o v i n g , t h e r e i s w a r m t h c o m i n g f r o m t h e s e p a n s .

When I b r i n g t h i s f a c t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n s f t h e s u p e r v i s o r who i s w i t h me

and we s t a r t l i f t i n g pan l i d s t o see what i s i n s i d e a l l t h e pans . We f i n d

15 pane f u l l o f baked beans and 15 pans o f macaron i and cheese f rom t h e p r e v i o u s

n i g h t s d i n n e r . The f u r t h e r we go down i n t o t h e s t e c k s o f pans, t h e wamenr t h e

s t u f f s t i l l i s . When I a s k t h e s u p r v i s o r f o r a t e m p e r a t u r e probe and check

s e v e r a l pans, t h i s s t u f f i s s t i l l a t 90°F. B u t t h e s u p e r v i s o r i s c l u e l e s s

a b o u t wha t t h i s means and what neads t o be done w i t h t h i s f o o d .
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So I go a n d g e t t h e A s s i s t a n t Food S e r v i c e D i r e c t o r a n d b r i n g h e r t o t h e

c o o l e r t o sea w h a t we h a v e f o u n d . I e x p l a i n t o h e r t h a t t h i s i s l e f t f r o m

l a s t n i g h t ' s d i n n e r and h a s j u s t b e e n p u l l e d f r o m t h e h o t b o x e s a n d s t a c k e d

on t h i s c a r t t h e n p u s h e d i n t o t h e c o o l e r . She u s e s h e r own t e m p e r a t u r e p r o b e

a n d v e r i f i e s t h i s s t u f f i s s t i l l a t 9 0 ° F . Tha o t h e r s u p e r v i s o r a s k s w h a t ' s

w r o n g and I h a v e t o e x p l a i n t o h e r t h a t e a c h o n e o f t h e s e 4 " p a n s w e r e t o h a v e

e a c h b e e n p o u r e d i n t o a s h e l l o w c a k e p a n a n d t h e s e p a n s s e p a r a t e d o n a c h i l l

r a c k a t l e a s t 6 " a p a r t a n d p l a c e d i n t h e c o o l e r s o t h e c o o l i n g f a n s w i l l b l o w

c o l d a i r t h r o u g h t h e r a c k s . T h a t we o n l y h a v e 6 h o u r s t o g e t h o t f o o d c o o l e d

down t o 4 0 ° F , t h a t a n y t h i n g t h a t i s i n t h e t e m p e r a t u r e z o n e o f ! 4 0 ° F t o 1 4 0 ° F

p a s t t h i s t i m e l i n e c a n n o t be r e u s e d . The p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e g r o w t h l o a d o f

h a r m f u l b a c t e r i a i s t o o g r e a t a n d c r e a t e s a d a n g e r o f f o o d p o i s o n i n g . So I

h a v e t o t a k e a l l t h i s f o o d e n d p l a c e i n i n m i l k c r a t e s l i n e d w i t h t r a s h b a g s

s o t h e s a n i t a t i o n w o r k e r c a n g a t i t i n t o t h e t r a s h c o m p a c t o r s a f e l y .

The b a d p a r t o f t h i s i n c i d e n t , was t h a t t h e f o o d s e r v i c e s u p e r v i s o r c l a i m e d

t h e t s h e h a d e x p e r i e n c e a s a b a r m a n a g e r and a m a n a g e r a t M c D o n a l d ' s and s h o u l d

h a v e know a l l o f t h i s . B u t I f o u n d o u t l a t e r on t h a t A r a m a r k c h a r g e d a p e n a l t y

t o a n y f a c i l i t y t h a t t h r e w o u t any f o o d o v e r a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f w e i g h t . T h a t ' s

why A r a m a r k w o u l d n ' t t h r o w o u t many f o o d i t e m s t h e y s h o u l d h a v e o n many o c c a s s i o n s .

A n o t h e r i s s u e t h a t I e n c o u n t e r e d w i t h A r a m a r k a t RMI was w h i l e I a l w a y s

h a d t o w a t c h w h a t m i l k I p u l l e d f r o m t h e c o o l e r b e c a u s e i t w o u l d e i t h e r n o t be

r o t a t e d w i t h t h e o l d e r m i l k t h a t n e e d e d t o be u s e d f i r s t a t t h e f r o n t o f t h e

c o o l e r , o r g u y s f r o m a n o t h e r s h i f t j u s t w o u l d p u l l m i l k f r o m w h a t e v e r s k i d

t h a t t h e y w a n t e d . B u t t h e b i g g e s t i s s u e was h a v i n g an o v e r f l o w o f m i l k a n d n o t

b e i n g a b l e t o s e r v e : i t o r u s e i t f o r c o o k i n g f a s t e n o u g h t f o r i t t o go p a s t

i t s u s e b y o r e x p i r a t i o n d a t e .

T h e r e w e r e t i m e s when we h a d t o s e r v e m i l k f o r a l l t h r e e m e a l s f o r d a y s

a t 6 t i m e t o t r y a n d use i t up b e f o r e t h e n e x t s h i p m e n t a r r i v e d . We w e r e o n l y

r e q u i r e d t o s e r v e m i l k f o r b r e a k f a s t a n d d i n n e r . I t t o o k me a f e w w e e k s t o

f i n a l l y g e t an a n s w e r f r o m t h e c o m m i s s a r y s u p e r v i s o r a s t o why we h a d t h i s

p r o b l e m . A r a m a r k was o r d e r i n g m i l k f o r 1 , 4 0 0 p e o p l e f o r t h r e e m e a l s a d a y .

But when I p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the menu does n o t c a l l f o r m i l k a t t h e l u n c h meal

a t a l l and t h a t b r e a k f a s t w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f Sa tu rday morn ing w a f f l e s , o n l y

averages 500-700 . T h i s l e f t a v e r y con fused l o o k on h e r f ace as i t s l o w l y

changed t o r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t I was r i g h t and t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h i s prob lem was

so s i m i l e .
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b a l l e d up a t h i s s i d e s w h i l e y e l l i n g a t the p r i s o n e r t o g e t i n t o t h e o f f i c e .

T h i s whole scene caused t h e meal l i n e s t o s t o p f o r s e v e r a l m i n u t e s . Other

Aramark employees were a la rmed and concerned a b o u t t h i s b e h a v i o r and i t caused

concern amongst the o t h e r p r i s o n e r w o r k e r s on the s e r v i n g l i n e . When I commented

t o amAramark employee t h a t t h i s c o n d u c t was unbecoming and i f t h e y a l l o w t h i s

t o c o n t i n u e , t h i s c o u l d c r e a t e a d i s t u r b a n c e and i t c o u l d g e t o u t o f c o n t r o l .

The A r a m a r k e m p l o y e e a g r e e d a n d w h e nI p r e s s e d t h e i s s u e t h a t t h i s m u s t go t o

t h e s h i f t commande r b e c a u s e t h i s w a s n ' t t h e f i r s t t i m e t h i s A r a m a r k e m p l o y e e

h a d d o n e t h i s t o - a p r i s o n e r .

When t h e m e a l s l i n e s w e r e f i n i s h e d a n d e v e r y t h i n g was c l e a n e d u p , I was

a s k e d b y a n o t h e r A r a m a r k e m p l o y e e i f I s t i l l w a n t e d t o see t h e s h i f t commande r

a b o u t t h e i n c i d e n t . B e l i e v i n g t h a t many o f t h e o t h e r p r i s o n e r w o r k e r s w e r e

g o i n g t o s p e a k u p , I s a i d y e s . I t a l k e d t o t h e s h i f t c o m m a n d e r a b o u t t h e i n c i d e n t

a n d r e l a t e d my c o n c e r n s t h a t t h i s c o u l d h a v e g o t t e n o u t a f ? c o n t r o l i f i t p e r s i s t e d .

I wes t h a n k e d f o r my s t a t e m e n t a n d c o n c e r n .

A f e w d a y s l a t e r I was t o l d b y my u n i t o f f i c e r on 2 n d s h i f t t h a t he r e c e i v e d

a c a l l f r o m t h e d e p u t y w a r d e n a n d I was l a i d i n f r o m w o r k i n t h e k i t c h e n . So

I s t o p p e d a t t h e d o o r t o t h e s e r v i n g l i n e when I w e n t t o b r e a k f a s t t h e n e x t

d a y a n d t a l k e d t o o n e o f t h e A r a m a r k l i n e s u p e r v i s o r s a b o u t b e i n g l a i d i n a n d

s h e knew n o t h i n g a b o u t i t . She s a i d she w o u l d t a l k t o t h e a s s i s t a n c e f o o d

s e r v i c e d i r e c t o r when s h e came t o w o r k a n d I s h o u l d s t o p b a c k when my u n i t

came t o l u n c h . t h e n I came b a c k f o r l u n c h , I g e t t h e s u p e r v i s o r ' s a t t e n t i o n

a n d she g e t s t h e a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r t o come t o t h e d o o r . They t e l l me t h a t t h e y

know n o t h i n g a b o u t w h a t ' s g o i n g o n . They h a v e c a l l e d c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , t h e i n s p e c t o r ,

s h i f t c o m m a n d e r , a n d t h e d e p u t y w a r d , a n d mo o n e knew a n y t h i n g a b o u t my l a y i n

f r o m w o r k .

I t o l d them t h a t i f t h i s i s t h e case and I d o n ' t r e c e i v e t h e r e q u i r e d

w r i t t e n n o t i c e i n t h e m a i l t h a t day, I would r e t u r n t o work the n e x t day. S ince

I d i d n ' t g e t any f o r m a l paperwork i m t h e m a i l t h a t a f t e r n o o n , I i n f o r m e d t h e

m i d n i g h t s h i f t o f f i c e r what was go ing on and t h a t s i n c e I d i d n ' t have a n y t h i n g

i n w r i t i n g NOT t o r e p o r t t o w o r k , t h a t p o l i c y r e q u i r e s me t o r e p o r t t o my

d e t a i l e d wo rk ass ignemnt o r be s u b j e c t t o a m i s c o n d u c t f o r o u t o f p l a c e .

I r e p o r t b a c k t o w o r k and a l l g o e s w e l lf e r s e v e r a l weeks a n d no b o d y

m e n t i o n s my " l a y i n " f r o m w o r k a g a i n . U n t i l a g r o u p o f a d m i n i s t r a t o r s comes

t o t h e k i t c h e n a n d t h e y s t o p i n t h e a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r ' s o f f i c e . The a f t e r a
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few m i n u t e s , I am c a l l e d t o t h e o f f i c e and asked by t h e depu ty warden why I

am a t work . When I r e l a t e d e v e r y t h i n g t o him about Aramark c h e c k i n g w i t h a l l

p o s s i b l e p e o p l e a b o u t my l a y i n , i n c l u d z h g - h i s o f f i c e and when no one knew

w h a t we w e r e t a l k i n g a b o u t a n d a b s e n t t h e f o r m a l w r i t t e n n o t i c e

o f l a y i n w h i c h was p r o t o c o l f o r RMI . I was. t e c h n i c a l l y o u t o f p l a c e a n d s u b j e c t

t o a m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t f o r o u t o f p l a c e / r e f u s a l t o w o r k , w h i c h a b s e n t a n y

w r i t t e n n o t i c e o f l a y i n would a u t o m a t i c a l l y have me found g u i l t y .

The depu ty warden responded t h a t HE was the one who l a i d me i n f r om w o r k ,

and I a g a i n t o l d him w i t h o u t t h e p r o p e r paperwork t h a t l a y i n meant n o t h i n g .

I w i l l n o t a l l o w m y s e l f t o be c a u g h t i n a c a t c h - 2 2 p o s i t i o n . The depu ty t h e n

went on t o say t h a t the i n c i d e n t had been i n v e s t i g a t e d and t h a t the camera

f o o t a g e d i d n ' t s u p p o r t t h e a l l e g a t i o n s t h a t were made. t h e n I p o i n t e d o u t

t h a t t h e r e a r e NO cameras i n t h e s e r v i n g l i n e area and the t h r e e i n t h e d i n i n g

room a r e o u t a f p o s i t i o n t o see th rough a s o l i d s t e e l door and t h e s u r r o u n d i n g

w a l l where t h e i n c i d e n i i m i k : p l a c e . The depu ty s i m p l y s t a t e d t h a t he was the

d e p u t y warden* and can l a y i n whomever he w i s h e s . I s t a t e d t h a t t h e MDOC may

no t use p o l i c y as b o t h a sword and a s h i e l d , i t mus t choose one o r t h e o t h e r .

F u r t h e r , t h a t i f t h e sword i s chose, i t i s a lways doub le edged and i t au t s

b o t h ways as f a r as f o l l o w i n g and a p p l y i n g r u l e s earl d p r o c e d u r e s . A t which p o i n t

he p i c k e d up t h e phone and asked what u n i t I was i n and c a l l e d my u n i t and

i n f o r m e d my u n i t o f f i c e r t h a t I was coming back t o the b l o c k and was no l o n g e r

w o r k i n g i n f o o d s e r v i c e . Then he went t o the d i n i n g room and g o t t h e k i t c h e n

a f f i c e r t o shake me down and e s c o r t me o u t o f t h e b u i l d i n g .

A f t e r w a i t i n g t h e r e q u i r e d two days and a g a i n : n o t r e c e i v n g a l a y i n o r .

t e r m i n a t i o n n o t i c e , I f i l e d a g r i e v a n c e f o r w r o n g f u l t e r m i n a t i o n . About a week

l a t e r I am i n t e r v i e w e d by t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n d i r e c t o r and shown tHe?response

t o the g r i e v a n c e s t a t i n g t h a t because o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n f i n d i n g no s u p p o r t

o f my s t a t e m e n t , I t h e r e f o r e l i e d and t h r e a t e n e d t h e i n t e g r i t y o f t h e ass ignment

by making a f a l s e s t a t e m e n t a g a i n s t an employee.

Then when I go t o appea l the g r i e v a n c e t o the warden and because I r e f u s e d

t o s i g n o f f t h e g r i e v a n c e . Two days a f t e r t h e a p p e a l i s f i l e d , I am t o l d t o

pack up my p r o p e r t y because I am be ing t r a n s f e r r e d t o K i n r o s s (KCF) above the

B r i d g e . They a r e send ing me up Nor th !

KINROSS (KCF) LEVEL 2 , 2013:
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Now a t one p o i n t i n t i m e t h i s was t h e f a c i l i t y t o g e t t o i n t h e MDOC. I t

was one o f the b e s t p l a c e s t o go i f you were go ind a l o n g s e n t e n c e . They had

some o f the bes t f o o d and programs i n t h e MDOC. But t h a t was i n t h e f a c i l i t s ' s

p a s t , i t was no l o n g e r a d e s t i n a t i o n to t r y t o g e t t o i f you have any c o n t r o l

o v e r i t . KCF had become n o t s p r i s o n o r c o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y , b u t a comp le te

d e m i l i t a r i z e d zone .

T h i s was now t h e m o s t a s s a u t t i v e a n d v i o l e n t f a c i l i t y i n t h e MDOC. T h e r e

w e r e r a p e s , a s s a u l t s , r o b b e r i e s , s t a b b i n g s a n d f a c e s l a s h i n g s g o i n g o n a d a i l y

b a s i s . The s u m e r o f 2012 was r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e " n o chomo s u m m e r " , a n y o n e who

was o r e v e n s u s p e c t e d o f a s e x c r i m e was r o b b e d , a s s a u l t e d , a n d f o r c e d o f f t h e

y a r d .

Because t h e f a c i l i t y was so b i g and t h i s was t h e y e a r b e f o r e the b i g

s e c u r i t y upgrades t o i n s t a l l cameras e v e r y where . S t a f f a t KCF c o u l d n o t s t op

the v i o l e n c e even i f t hey wanted t o do so. They were so used t o so many yea rs

o f p e a c e f u l p r i s o n l i f e , t h e y had no idea how t o d e a i . w i t h e v e r y t h i n g t h a t comes

w i t h t h e modern young gang bange rs .

When I a r r i v e d a t KCF, I am p laced i n the gym o r G - U n i t where they p l a c e

a l l new a r r i v a l s and a l s o those who r e c e i v e misconduc ts and a r e sen t t o s e g r e g a t i o n .

They come back t o G - U n i t u n t i l r e a s s i g n e d t o a room i n a r e g u l a r u n i t . G - U n i t

i s a l s o used as a t r a n s f e r u n i t , as KCF i s between the f a c i l i t i e s be low t h e

B r i d g e and t h e r e s t o f them above the B r i d g e . They use KCF as a h a l f w a y p o i n t

and house p r i s o n e r s o v e r n i g h t t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r j o u r n e y t h e f o l l o w i n g day .

These guys a r e t o l d t h e y may t o t o t h e y a r d w h i l e t hey a r e he re o v e r n i g h t , b u t

t h e y go o u t s i d e a t t h e i r own r i s k . Bu t you s t i l l have to wa l k p a s t o t h e r u n i t s

t o g e t t o t h e c h o w h a l l , so i f you have enemies h e r e , t hey w i l l sea you. I f

t h e y d o n ' t sae you , t h e r e a r e guys i n G - U n i t who keep t r a c k o f who a r r i v e s and

r e p o r t t o t h e gangs what f a c i l i t y you came f r om and who you s r e . They have no

r e s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t coming up i n t o G - U n i t and f i n d i n g anytime who has crossed them

and a s s a u l t i n g them w i t h i m p u n i t y .

My f i r s t day h e r e , I walk t h e y a r d and f i n d s e v e r a l guys t h a t I h a v e n ' t seen

i n y e a r s , many o f them from my days back a t R i v e r s i d e (RCF). I n the few hours

o f w a l k i n g around and f i n d i n g a sa fe p l e c e to s i t (any empty p i c n i c t a b l e o r

bench may " b e l o n g " t o one " o r g a n i z a t i o n " o r a n o t h e r ) . I abserve a t l e a s t

2 f i g h t s , 5 a s s a u l t s , and s e v e r a l s t a b b i n g s , The s t a f f r e a c t t o nona o f these

i n c i d e n t s ! They happen so q u i c k l y and these gangbangers use themselves as a
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m o v a b l e w a l l , i t a l l g o e s u n o b s e r v e d u n t i l t h e v i c t i m s e e k s m e d i c a l a t t e n t i o n .

I a l r e a d y c a n s e e t h a t my s t a y h e r e a t KCF w i l l be e v e n t f u l a n d n o t v e r y

l ong as t h i s f a c i l i t y i s o u t o f c o n t r o l . U n l i k e o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s , s t a f f s e a r c h

t h r o u g h y o u r p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y o u t s i d e y o u r p r e s e n c e . They t h e n c a l l you t o come

t o t h e back room and p i c k i t up a f t e r t h e y have taken a n y t i n g o f " c o n t r a b a n d "

and when you ask a b o u t an i t e m , t h e y l o o k a t you as i f you a r e c r a z y and c l a i m

they d i d n ' t see t h e i t em o r t e l l you someth ing i s contraheand and make you

d e s t r o y o r send i t o u t . Only t o go t o t h e y a r d and see a dozen i t e m s t h a t you

were j u s t t o l d was c o n t r a b a n d .

A f t e r a f e w d a y s , a l l o f us who a r r i v e d t o g e t h e r f rom below the B r i d g e

are c a l l e d t o the . G - U n i t o f f i c e and g i v e n o u r new bunk ass ignaments . I am

ass i gned t o t h e 3 r d f l o o r o f A - U n i t t o a & man room. when I f i n a l l y am a b l e

t o g e t an empty c a r t t p p u t my p r o p e r t y i n and p u l l - i t ac ross the y a r d . I g e t

t o A - U n i t end f i n d t h e r e a r e a coup le o f guys I know from years back . So I

have some h e l p t o c a r r y my s t u f f up t h r e e f l o o r s . On ly t o f i n d t h a t the room

I am moving i n t o , one o f the f o u r keys i s m i s s i n g . A p p a r e n t l y two o f the guys

i n t h e room g o t i n t o a f i g h t w i t h each o t h e r and were taken down t o A-1 t o

s e g r e g a t i o n and o n l y 1 k e y was r e c o v e r e d . Because ano the r new guy g o t t o the

room f i r s t , I am w i t h o u t a key u n t i l t h e y g e t a new one from the L o c k s m i t h .

I m u s t h o p e t h a t o n e o f t h e o t h e r g u y s i s i n t h e r o o m when I come b a c k f r o m

s o m e u h e r e , o r I h a v e t o a s k a n d w a i t f o r an o f f i c e r t o come o p e n t h e d o o r f o r

ma. A f t e r a b o u t 2 d a y s o f t h i s , t h e y f i n a l l y g e t a new k e y f r o m t h e l o c k s m i t h .

I do my b e s t t o g e t s e t t l e d i n a t t h i s f a c i l i t y and t h e l e v e l o f v i o l e n c e

t h a t occu rs on a d a i l y b a s i s . There are c o n s t a n t s t o r i e s o f guys who go t o

p i c k up t h e i r s t o r e bag f rom t h e d e l i v e r y t r u c k and g e t back to t h e i r u n i t s .

O n l y t o be a s s a u l t e d b y b e i n g p u n c h e d o r c h o k e d u n c o n s c i o u s i n s i d e t h e e n t r y w a y s

o r i n t h e s t a i r w e l l s . When t h e y go t o t h e Q u a r t e r m a s t e r t o p i c k up t h e i r S e c u r e P a k

o r d e r s , t h e y h a v e t o be on t h e w a t c h g o i n g b a c k t o t h e i r u n i t s , a s g a n g s w i l l

w a i t f o r t h e m t o g e t i n t o c e r t a i n s p o t s and someone w i l l come f r o m b e h i n d and

s l a s h t h e bag a n d t h e n a g r o u p r u n s o u t t o g r a b e v e r y t h i n g a n d r u n o f f .

I g e t a j o b i n t h e k i t c h e n , w o r k i n g i n t h e d i n i n g room c l e a n i n g t a b l e s a n d |

p i c k i n g up t r a y s . ?{ f i n d t h a t I s o u l d n o t make t o many h o p e s o f g a t t i n g a n y

t y p e o f b e t t e r j o b i n t h e p r o d u c t i o n a r e a o f t h e k i t c h e n . The c l e r k h e r e w o r k e d

w i t h me a s a c l e r k i n t h e k i t c h e n a t ARF ( A d r i a n ) and he t e l l s me a l l j o b s

i n t h e b a c k a r e r u n b y t h e g a n g s . They d e c i d e who w i l l g e t on w h a t j o b , d e s p i t e
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t h e Aramark employees p u t t i n g you i n f o r @ s p e c i f i c j o b . I f t h e y d o n ' t want

you , t h e y w i l l t e l l you t o mave someplace e l s e , s e t you up t o g e t f i r e d , a s s a u l t

you , o r p l a i n j u s t t h r e a t e n t o g e t r i d o f you . They may a l s o have you a s s a u l t e d

on t h e y a r d o r even i n y o u r room back i n t h e h o u s i n g u n i t .

So I j u s t d e c i d e t o b ide my t i m e as b e s t as p o s s i b l e u n t i l I can g e t 6

months he re and can ask f o r a t r a n s f e r back down be low t h e B r i d g e . Th ings

go o k a y , i f n o t a lways unde r t h e f e e l i n g o f c o n s t a n t t e n s i o n t h a t i s a lways

eve rywhere . I manage t o g e t t h r o u g h a few months o f e x i s t e n c e h e r e , u n t i l one

day when t h e wantabe gang banger t h a t has been i n t h e room f o r a f e w weeks, s h o o t s

h i s move t r y i n g t o g e t sccep ted by one group o r a n o t h e r . He w a i t s u n t i l t h e

u n i t i s c a l l e d t o l u n c h and p i c k up s t o r e bags a t t h e same t i m e .

W h i l e I am g o n e he b r e a k s i n t o my w a l l l o c k e r a n d s t e a l s a b u n c h o f my

p r o p e r t y . When I g e t b a c k t o t h e u n i t , t h e r o o m d o o r i s w i d e o p e n a n d he i s

p r e t e n d i n g t o b e a g g i t a t e d a b o u t b e i n g c h o k e d o u t a n d h e l d h o s t a g e w h i l e f o u r

g u y s s t e a l my s t u f f . B u t I f i n d i h i s s t o r y and b e h a v i o r t o be s u s p e c t , b e e a u s e

he s h o w s n o s i g n s o f b e i n g a s s a u l t e d .

So t h e d e c i s i o n h a s now b e e n made f o r m e a n d i t s t i m e f o r me t o l e a v e t h i s

f a c i l i t y a n d f o r c e t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s h a n d . I p a c k up a n d s e c u r e t h e r e s t .

o f my p r o p e r t y a n d t o t o t h e o f f i c e r ' s d e s k t o t e l l t h e m t h a t my s t u f f h a s j u s t

b e e n s t o l e n a n d Is«am n o t s t a y i n g h e r e any l o n g e r as I d o n ' t f e e l s a f e .

They c a l l f o r a s e r g e a n t t o come and see me and she asks w h a t ' s the p rob lem.

I t e l l h e r t h a t t h i s f a c i l i t y i s a t h r e e r i n g e d c i r c u s and t h e y a r e nowhere c l o s e

t o be ing i n c h a r g e . The a n i m a l s a r e r u n n i n g the p l a c e and I am n o t go ing t o s t a y

a round any l o n g e r t o w a i t and see i f I g e t p h y s i c a l l y a s s a u l t e d o r maimed.

?That t h e y a r e making no a t t e m p t wha tsoeve r t o search f o r my s t u f f , as i t i s

someuhere i n my h a l l w a y i n one o f f i v e rooms because the u n i t o f f i c e r s c l a i m

t h a t no one has come by the desk l e a v i n g t h e h a l l w a y c a r r y i n g a n y t h i n g .

The s e r g e a n t h a s me e s c o r t e d d o w n s t a i r s t o t h e s e g r e g a t i o n u n i t a n d p l a c e d

i n a s s e p a r a t e r o o m f o r g u y s s e e k i n g p r o t e c t i v e c u s t o d y . T h i s f a c i l i t y i s

u n i q u e i n s e g r e g a t i o n , a s t h e y h a v e t h e s t a n d a r d s i n g l e b u n k c e l l s / r o o m s , b u t

a l s o h a v e f i v e r o o m e o f 6 - 8 b u n k s . t h a t e l s e i s s u r p r i s i n g , i s t h a t t h e n e x t

d a y t h e w a n t a b e g a n g b a n g e r i s b r o u g h t down t o s e g r e g a t i o n a n d f o r some r e d s o n

i s s e e k i n g p r o t e c t i v e c u s t o d y . T h e y p l a c e h i m i n t h e same room w i t h me a n d s i x

o t h e r s . I am u n s u r e i f he i s r e a l l y r u n n i n g f r o m s o m e o n e , t h e o t h e r t w o g u y s

t h a t w e r e i n t h e r o o m w i t h u s , o r o n e o f t h e g a n g s on t h e y a r d h a s r u n h i m o f f

t h e y a r d b e c a u s e t h e y m a r k e d me f o r h a r r a s s m e n t a n d he r u i n e d t h e i r p l a n s .
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An uneasy t r u c e e x i s t s between us i n t h a t room f o r s e v e r a l days u n t i l we

a r e seen by the d e p u t y warden t and t h e r e s i d e n t u n i t manager. They t e l l me

t h e r e i s no reason f o r me n a t t o go back t o the y a r d h e r e , and hey i t s a dog -

eat -dog w o r l d o u t t h e r e , go back t o t h e y a r d . They send me back to t h e dorm room

and a b o u t an hou r l a t e r one o f t h e s e g r e g a t i o n o f f i c e r s came and opened t h e doo r

and t o l d me I was go ing back t o G - U n i t ( t h e gym) t o be r e a s s i g n e d t o a n o t h e r

hous ing u n i t . I t o l d him r e s p e c t f u l l y t h a t I was s o r r y b u t i n a l l good c o n s c i e n c e

I c a n n o t do t h a t . The o f f i c e r g i v e s me a d i r e c t o r d e r t o go t o G - U n i t . I a g a i n

p o l i t e l y t e l l h im t h a t I have t o r e f u s e . So he w r i t e s me a misconduc t r e p o r t f o r
d i s o b e y i n g a d i r e c t o r d e r , a c l a s s 2 misconduc t b u t because t h i s happened i n

s e g r e g a t i o n , i t i s a u t o m a t i c a l l y e l e v a t e d t o a c l a s s 1 .

I g e t moved t o a r e g u l a r s e g r e g a t i o n dorm ream now because o f t h e m i s c o n d u c t

r e p o r t pend ing t h e h e a r i n g . A c o u p l e o f days l a t e r I see t h e h e a r i n g s o f f i c e r

and r e c i e v e the maximum o f 10 days d e t e n t i o n . A f t e r a b o u t a week i n t o my

d e t e n t i o n , I am t o l d t o t a k e the s m a l l amount o f p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y back down t o

t h e s t o r a g e room and r e p a c k my p r o p e r t y because I am t r a n s f e r r i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g .

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e p o r t f r om t h e s e c u r i t y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n c o m m i t t e e and my

t r a n s f e r o r d e r , I am l a b e l e d as "unmanageable" t o be housed a t KCF.

ALGER CORRECTIONAL FACILITY (LMF) LEVEL 2 , 2013-2014 :

I a r r i v e a t A l g e r a n d e v e r y o n e has a s h o r t m e e t i n g w i t h t h e d e p u t y w a r d e n

b e f o r e b e i n g a s s i g n e d t o a u n i t . I am t o l d t o go t o S p r u c e U n i t a s a L e v e l 2 .

Th i s i s the o n l y l e v e l 2 u n i t h e r e , a l l t he o t h e r u n i t s a r e L e v e l 4 . They use

Spruce U n i t as a s t e p down u n i t f o r t hose guys coming o u t o f l e v e l 4 and as

a t e m p o r a r y l o c a t i o n t o keep those deemed "unmanageable" o r p rob lem c h i l d r e n .

T h i n g s a r e s l i g h t } y d i f f e r e n t h e r e , as t h i s u s e d t o be a L e v e l 5 f a c i l i t y ,

so e v e r y t h i n g i s d e s i g n e d t o be s e l f c o n t a i n e d . The r u n n i n g j o k e h e r e i s t h a t

y o u n e v e r n e e d t o p u t o n a p a i r o f p a n t s , u n l e s s y o u go t o t h e y a r d o r t h e

d e n t i s t . You e a t m e a l s i n t h e t h r e e d a y r o o m s , t h e y b r i n g q u a r t e r m a s t e r t o t h e

u n i t , m e d i c a t i o n i s p a s s e d o u t i n t h e u n i t , t h e r e i s a r o o m t o see t h e n u r s e / d o c t o r

f o r s i c k c a l l . The o n l y t h i n g t o l e a v e t h e u n i t f o r i s t o go t o t h e d e n t i s t ,

t h e l i b r a r y , p r o p e r t y r o o m , GED s c h o o l o r t o p l u g i n y o u r MP3 p l a y e r s .

A n o t h e r t h i n g i s t h a t you have no c o n t r o l o v e r the doors t o the rooms, t h e y

s t a y open a l l day, e x c e p t f o r c o u n t t ime and d u r i n g the n i g h t . There i s a d i f f e r e n t

v i b e t o t h i s p l a c e , even w i t h a l l t h e a s p e c t s o f p r i s o n l i f e , everyone i s o n l y

he re t e m p o r a r i l y , be i t 6 weeks o r 6 months.
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Jobs he re a r e somewhat l i m i t e d , as t h e y do n o t a l l o w l e v e l 2 and l e v e l 4

p r i s o n e r s to mix a t h e r e . I t r y f o r e i t h e r a l i b r a r y o r a s c h o o l t u t o r j o b ,

s i n c e they w i l l a l l o w me t o e a r n the most money. I g e t ass i gned t o a t u t o r ' s

j o b a f t e r a few weeks. There i s n o t much t o d o - a t t h i s f a c i l i t y , so I spand

t h e morn ings and a f t e r n o o n s a f t e r work i n t h e s m a l l w e i g h t p i t w o r k i n g o u t .

They! h a v e a dog t r a i n i n g program i n t h e u n i t , and they a l l l o c k down a t

t h e end o f the h a l l w a y on my f l o o r . I know a c o u p l e o f the h a n d l e r s f rom

o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s o v e r the y e a r s . Th i s was a n i c e un ique e x p e r i e n c e t o have t h e

dogs r u n n i n g a round . J u s t had t o s top a t t h e doorway and check t h e h a l l w a y

b e f o r e s t e p p i n g o u t o r m i g h t ge t r u n o v e r by a c o u p l e o f dogs c h a s i n g each o t h e r

o r a b a l l t h rown down t h e h a l l . I g a t the o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t f r om a dog o r puppy ,

as I s i t a t my m a k e s h i f t desk ( two f o o t l o c k e r s s t a c k e d up) w o r k i n g on t h i n g s .

These a r e the dogs t h a t be long t o t h e h a n d l e r s I k n o w , so t h e dogs know where

t o g e t a t r e a t when t h e y want one .

The f u n p a r t i s when t h e y b r i n g i n t h e new p u p p i e s t h e t a r e o n l y w e e k s o l d

a n d h a v e j u s t b e e n w e a n e d . The h a n d l e r s g e t them w a l k i n g on a l e a s h a n d w h e n

t h e y g e t t o t h e b o t t o m o f t h e s t a i r s t o t o up t o t h e l o b b y . The p u p p i e s s t o p ,

s i t d o w n , a n d l o o k a p a t t h e h a n d l e r w i t h t h i s . l o o k o f , " Y o u ' v e g o t t o be k i d d i n g ,

r i g h t ? " They w a i t t o be p i c k e d u p a n d c a r r i e d up t h e s t a i r s . The o p p o s i t e

h a p p e n s when g o i n g d o w n t h e s t a i r s , i f t h e y d o n ' t s t o p a n d i p i c k t h e p u p p i e s up

t h e y w i l l t u m b l e i n a b a l l o f f u r a l l t h e way down t h e s t a i r s .

I t i s he re t h a t I check i n t o my t r a n s f e r o r d e r f r om RMI t o above t h e B r i d g e .

I f i n d o u t t h a t I was t r a n s f e r r e d up n o r t h t o , "Make bedspace t o accomodate

a f o r c e f e e d p r i s o n e r f rom RG&C." Now why wou ld I need t o g i v e up my g e n e r a l

p o p u l a t i o n bed f o r a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r who c l e a r l y w i l l be u n d e r c o n s t a n t / d i r e c t

m e d i c a l a n d / o r p s y c h i a t r i c o b s e r v a t i o n . Be ing f o r c e fed e n t a i l s be ing p h y s i c a l l y

r e s t r a i n e d and h a v i n g an I . V . i n s e r t e d a n d / o r food f o r c e d i n t o t h e stomach

u s i n g a s y r i n g e and a g a s t r o n a s a l t u b e . E i t h e r o f which the pe rson wou ld n o t

be r u n n i n g around o u t on the y a r d and i n g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . So t h i s c l e a r l y

goes ta show the b l a t e n t r e t a l i a t i o n by the RMI a d m i n i s t r a t i o n because o f t h e

i n c i d e n t w i t h the Aramark employee.

A f t e r a b o u t 18° m o n t h s h e r e a t LMF, I am t r a n s f e r r e d t o a n o t h e r f a c i l i t y ,

s t i l a b o v e t h e B r i d g e - - U R F o r C h i p p e w a .

CHIPPEWA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, LEVEL 2, 2014--PRESENT:
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My a r r i v a l t o URF b r i n g s me i n t o c o n t a c t aga in w i t h guys t h a t I had n o t

seen i n sometime and some t h a t i t i s s u r p r i s i n g they are s t i l l r u n n i n g around

i n a l e v e l 2 f a c i l i t y .

I t i s back t o communi ty l i v i n g i n 8 man c u b i c l e s i n s i d e p o l e b a r n s . These

po le barns were l a b e l e d and s t i l l a r e r e f e r r e d t o f r om t i m e t o t i m e as " tempra ry?

f a c i l i t i e s . Bu t some o f t h e s e have been i n e x i s t e n c e f o r 30 y e a r s o r more, been

c l o s e d and reopened m u l t i p l e t i m e s . So one i s l e f t t o wonder j u s t what d e f i n i t i o n

o f " t e m p o r a r y " i s be ing used i n the c o n t e x t o f t hese b u i l d i n g s .

I f i n d t h a t t h e y d o n ' t f o r c e you t o i m m e d i a t e l y t a k e a j o b h e r e l i k e m o s t

o t h e r f a c i l t i e s w h e r e y o u a r e f o r c e d t o c h o o s e f r o m u n i t p o r t e r , k i t c h e n ,

o r y a r d c r e w i n a d d i t i o n t o p i c k i n g t h e j o b y o u r e a l l y w a n t . So I w i l l g o f o r

t h e l i b r a r y a n d GED s c h o o l t u t o r t o m a x i m i z e my p a y r o l l p o t e n t i a l .

I g e t p l a c e d i n a b o t t o m b u n k on t h e f r o n t h a l l o f B - U n i t , t h e o n e w i t h t h e

f a r t h e s t w a l k t o a n y w h e r e on t h e c o m p o u n d . When I h a v e t o go a n d p i c k up my.

p r o p e r t y , I r u n i n t o o n e o f t h e i d i o s y n c r a c i e s o f URF. I h a v e t o w a l k a l l t h e

w a y e c r o s s t h e p o l e b a r n c r " w e s t s i d e " o f t h e c o m p l e x . Go t h r o u g h a s e c u r i t y

g a t e e n d t h e n h a l f w a y a c r o s s t h e ? e a s t s i d e " o f t h e c o m p l e x t o t h e s c h o o l b u i l d i n g

_ t o p i c k u p my p r o p e r t y . Then h a v e t o p u s h / p u l l a c a r t a l l t h e w a y b a c k t o

g e t i t t o t h e u n i t .

Since I d o n ' t have a j o b r i g h t away, I have p l e n t y o f t i m e t o work on

f i n d i n g an a t t o r n e y t o l o o k i n t o my case and t o p u t t o g e t h e r a c i v i l l aw s u i t

a g a i n s t t h e MDOC f o r t h e i n c i d e n t a t RMI, t h e r e t a l i a t o r y t r a n s f e r above t h e

B r i d g e , t h e l o s s o f p r o p e r t y a t KCF, and t h e n the t h e f t / l o s s o f l e g a l books

by s t a f f f r om t h e m a i l a t LMF. A f t e r s e v e r a l months o f w r i t i n g l e t t e r s , I

f i n a l l y f i n d an a t t o r n e y who w i l l t a ke a l o o k a t my case and to see i f t h e r e

? is a n y t h i n g he sees t h a t he can work w i t h . wh i ch l e a d s t o s e v e r a l days o f

p u t t i n g r e c o r d s / f i l e s t o g e t h e r and g e t t i n g c o p i e s made and m a i l e d o u t .

B e c a u s e I am n o t w o r k i n g , I t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e f r e e t i m e i n t h e a f t e r n o o n s

t o w o r k o u t i n b o t h w e i g h t p i t s . A f t e r s p e n d i n g t h e p a s t y e a r a t LMF w i t h j u s t

a l i m i t e d a m o u n t o f w e i g h t e q u i p m e n t a n d h a v i n g t o i m p r o v i s e many e x e r c i s e s .

h a v i n g t w o w e i g h t p i t s t o c h o o s e f r o m i s h e a v e n . O n l y p r o b l e m i s t h a t t h e s m a l l

f r o n t y a r d w e i g h t p i t h a s a u s a g e s c h e d u l e a n d i f i t s n o t y o u r d a y t o be i n

t h e r e , y o u a r e s u b j e c t t o a m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t i f c a u g h t . O f c o u r s e URF i s a |

p l a c e o f e x t r e m e s w h e r e t h i s w o u l d n o r m a l l y be a C l a s s 3 v i o l a t i o n o f t h e y a r d

r u l e s any p l a c e e l s e , he re a t URF i t i s a h i g h e r C lass 2 f o r o u t o f p l a c e . Then
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a g a i n , how wou ld URF m a i n t a i n i t s s t a n d i n g s i n t h e MOOC s t a t i s t i c s f o r b e i n g the

f a c i l i t y w i t h the h i g h e s t amount o f C lass 1 and Class 2 miaconduc ts w r i t t e n

p e r y e a r f o r more than 3 y e a r s i n a row o u t o f 29-33 f a c i l i t i e s . They average

between 6 , 0 0 0 - 8 , 0 0 0 p e r y e a r . I t i s amazing t h e f a c t s t h a t you can g e t when

you t a k e the t i m e t o r e a d t h e MDOC's own Annual S t a t i s t i c a l R e p o r t s !

So o n l y c e r t a i n days I may use t h e f r o n t w e i g h t p i t and o t h e r s I have t o

go o u t back t o t h e b i g w e i g h t p i t . But the b i g w e i g h t p i t i s open t o a l l u n i t s

a l l day when the y a r d i s open. A f t e r a w h i l e I f i n d t h a t t h e a f t e r n o o n s a r e

a b i t too crowded mak ing i t h a r d t o g e t what you want t o use . I f i n d o u t t h a t

i n t h e m o r n i n g s , t h e r e a r e l e s s peop le i n e i t h e r w e i g h t p i t and a l s o w i t h t h e

e x c e p t i o n o f o n l y one o r two c e r t a i n yard o f f i c e r s , t h e y d o n ' t e n f o r c e the

s p e c i f i c u n i t r u l e i n t h e f r o n t y a r d w e i g h t p i t . Th i s goes a l o n g w i t h t h e r e

be ing more c o n s i s t e n c y t o when t h e open t h e y a r d i n the morn ings compared t o

the a f t e r n o o n s and e v e n i n g s .

Th i s i s my e x i s t e n c e f o r q u i t e some t i m e , then one day a guy t r e n s f e r s

i n t h a t I worked w i t h a t ARF ( A d r i a n ) . He i s a r t i s i t i c and does s c u l p t u r e s

o u t o f c r u s h e d soap mixed w i t h w a t e r and /o r g l ue t o make C lay l i k e p a s t e . He

t h e n c a r v e s them i n t o a n i m a l s , e t c . I s t a r t t o g e t t h e a r t i s t i c i t c h t o go

b a c kt o p a i n t i n g , b u t w h i l e I s t i l l have canvas pape r and t r a c i n g p a p e r t o work

w i t h , a l o n g w i t h many p r e v i o u s s k e t c h e s t h a t I made w h i l e a t SMN ( N o r t h s i d e ) i n

t h e 1990s . A l l my p a i n t and brushes were p a r t o f the p r o p e r t y t h a t was s t o l e n

a t KCF.

B u t b e f o r e I r e c o m i t m y s e l f t o g e t b a c k t o p a i n t i n g , t h e y g u y t r a n s f e r s

t o a n o t h e r f a c i l i t y . Y e t t h e g u y who r e p l a c e s h i m c a n do d r a w i n g , p a i n t i n g ,

and a l s o g e t s i n t o d o i n g t h e s o a p s c u l p t u r e w o r k . So I c o m m i t m y s e l f t o p a i n t i n g

a g a i n a n d r e s u p p l y a l l my p a i n t a n d b r u s h e s . I am a s k e d b y s e v e r a l p e o p l e

i f I w i l l be s u b m i t t i n g a n y t h i n g t o t h e U s o f M A r t P r o j e c t t h a t I h a v e know

a b o u t f o r y e a r s . B u t I d o n ' t t h i n k I h a v e t i m e t o g e t a s e l e c t i o n o f p i e c e s

c o m p l e t e d i n t i m e a n d a l s o h a v e my d o u b t s t h a t I am good e n o u g h t o s u b m i t

s o m e t h i n g w o r t h y a n y w a y .
rage

Now I have my day p l a n n e d o u t t o w o r k o u t i n t h e m o r n i n g s , work on my l e g a l

p r o j e c t s i n the a f t e r n o o n s , and p a i n t the even ings p a i n t i n g . A f t e r about 2

y e a r s w a i t i n g f o r a j o b , I g e t a c a l l t o g o i n t e r v i e w w i t h one o f t h e GED t e a c h e r s

f o r a t u t o r ' s j o b . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , I d o n ' t g e t t h e j o b . Bu t s e v e r a l weeks

l a t e r I g e t a n o t h e r i n t e r v i e w c a l l f r om t h e same t e a c h e r and s t i l l miss the c u t

and don*+t g e t the j o b t h i s t i m e e i g h e r .
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and have n o t h i n g t o do i n between g r a d i n g papers , . . and p a i n t i n g a t n i g h t t o r e l a x .

I t a k e my f i r s t p a i n t i n g s t o t h e c u r a t o r s f r om U o f M t o s e l e c t any f e r t h e

a r t show. I l o o k a t o t h e r s u b m i s s i o n s t h a t a r e p r e s e t n a d and t h i n k none o f

mine a r e n e a r l y good enough : . I s u b m i t a t r o p i c a l ca tamaran s a i l b o a t , a pegasus

i n g r a y t o n e s , two t h r e e masted s a i l i n g s h i p s w i t h one c u t t i n g the o t h e r o f f ,

and two dragons f i g h t i n g i n t h e a i r . I g e t g r e a t feedback on a l l o f my p i e c e s ,

b u t the one w i t h t h e t h r e e masted s a i l i n g s h i p s g e t s the most a t t e n t i o n . Th i s

i s due t o t h e d e t a i l i n g o f a l l t h e r i g g i n g and s a i l s , and i s t h e one they choose

to p l a c e i n t h e a r t show.

The f o o d q u a l i t y he re i s h o r r i b l e as the w o r k e r s d o n ' t c a r e a b o u t what t h e y

a r e making and Aramark employees a r e c o n s t a t n l y t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t how t o

shave c o s t s and c u t c o r n e r s . I t i s mow t h a t t h e r e i s a b i g d e a l a b o u t Aramark

f i n a l l y b e i n g gone a f t e r t h e p a s t coup le o f yea rs w i t h a l l t he n e g a t i v e p u b l i c i t y

a b o u t d i r t y c o n d i t i o n s and maggot i n f e s t e d p o t a t o e s . Bu t here we go a g a i n w i t h

t h e g r e a t s h e l l game, a l l t h a t happens i s t h e Aramark employees exchange t h e i r

r e d s h i r t s f o r t h e K e l l e y green s h i r s t o f T r i m i t y Food S e r v i c e s . S t i l l have

t h e same peop le i n t h e same j o b s and the same o r worse brand and q u a l i t y o f f o o d .

Because o f how t h i n g s a r e r u n n i n g w i t h f o o d q u a l i t y and p o r t i o n s a b o y c o t t

i e o r g a n i z e d he re a t URF t o n o t go t o the c h o w h a l l . Everyone s t a y s i n the u n i t s

t o e a t and p o o l s r e s o u r c e s i n t o communi ty food banks f o r those wha have n o t h i n g .

t o e a t i n p l a c e o f n o t go ing t o t h e c h o w h a l l . Th i s l a s t s f o r a b o u t 3 d a y s , w h i c h

was s u r p r i s i n g a t t h i s day i n sage. Most o f the younger guys w i l l a s s a u l t

a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r b e f o r e they w i l l s t a n d a g a i n s t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o a c c o m p l i s h

a u n i f i e d g o a l .

The n e x t m a j o r e x p e r i e n c e h e r e a r URF i s when t h e by H1N1 f l u o u t b r e a k

s t r u c k e v e r y o n e . Th i s was n o t t h e f i r s t f a c i l i t y I have been a t where a u n i t

has been q u a r a n t i n e d f o r one reason o r a n o t h e r . But i t i s the f i r s t t i n e t h a t

I have been i n a u n i t t h a t was q u a r a n t i n e d and a l s o where t h e who le f a c i l i t y

was p laced under q u a r a n t i n e p r o t o c o l s .

T h i s was a r a t h e r u n i q u e e x p e r i e n c e , i n t h a t , i t seemed l i k e eve ryday

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was d o i n g t h i n g s d i f f e r e n t and t r y i n g t o f i g u r e o u t how t h i n g s

shou ld go as each day p r o g r e s s e d . J u s t when we t h o u g h t t hey f i g u r e d o u t t h e

smooth d a i l y r o u t i n e , t h e y had t o do t h i n g s d i f f e r e n t and each s h i f t had i t s

own way o f d o i n g t h i n g s . I t was l i k e b e i n g s t u c k i n a n e v e r e n d i n g Chinese

f i r e d r i l l . We were on q u a r a n t i n e s t a t u s f o r a t o t a l o f 4 } weeks because the

b a s i c q u a r a n t i n e s t a t u s i s f o r a minimum o f 7 days b u t i f anyone r e p o r t s s i c k



LEO MICHAEL AMBLER # A 1 6 8 3 1 2

U OF M CARCERAL STATE PROJECT

PAGE 4&9 ,

A P R I L 2020

a n d t e s t s p o s i t i v e f o r t h e f l u , t h e n t h e 7 d a y c l o c k s t a r t s o v e r a g a i n .

The o n l y good p a r t o f t h i s i s t h a t t h e q u a r a n t i n e t o o k p l a c e a t t h e c o l d e s t

p a r t o f t h e w i n t e r when t h e a i r t e m p e r a t u r e a n d / o r w i n d c h i l l was - 1 0 ° F o r m o r e

f o r most o f t h a t t i m e . Which meant t h a t t h e r e would no t have been any y a r d

open f o r a c t i v i t i e s anyway!

A l l t h i s gave me p l e n t y o f t ime t o comp le te my c o l l e g e ass ignments and

?work on t h e n e x t g roup o f p a i n t i n g s t o subm i t f o r t h e nex t U o f M A r t Show.

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r , we a l l e x p e c t e d t h e f l u t o h i t u s a g a i n a n d b e g a n t o .

p r e p a r e f o r a n o t h e r q u a r a n t i n e . B u t a s u s u a l t h e y c h a n g e d up how t h i n g s a r e

done t h i s y e a r . Now i t s j u s t t h i s u n i t , a n d t h a t u n i t . Then a v e r y t h i n g i s

a l r i g h t , t h e n a n o t h e r u n i t h e r e a n d t h e r e . B u t b y t h e t i m e a l l i s done e a c h

u n i t was q u a r a n t i n e d a t l e a s t o n c e b u t i t was s p r e a d o u t o v e r m o s t o f t h e w i n t e r .

Then w h i l e m o v i n g b a c k a n d f o r t h on t h e y a r d , y o u s t i l l c r o s s e d p a t h s w i t h g u y s

who w e r e s u p p o s e d t o be u n d e r q u a r a n t i n e a n d k e p t s e p a r a t e . So how was t h i s

a r e a l e f f e c t i v e q u a r a n t i n e w h e n y o u h a v e a n y t y p e o f c o n t a c t w i t h t h o s e who

a r e s u p p o s e d t o be k e p t away f r o m you t o p r e v e n t y o u r f r o m c a t c h i n g t h e f l u i ?

I t a l w a y s seems l i k e URF i s a l w a y s p a t c h i n g p l a n s t o g e t h e r a t t h e l a s t

m i n u t e a n d m a k i n g t h i n g s up a s t h e y go a l o n g . W h i c h i s w h a t makes i t s o

f r u s t r a t i n g f o r p r i s o n e r s t o d e a l w i t h t h i n g s l i k e t h i s . We t h r i v e on c o n s i s t e n c y ,

when t h i n g s a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t , i t c r e a t e s d i s h a r m o n e y a n d r e s u l t s i n p r o b l e m s .

I t s l i k e d e a l i n g w i t h a p e r s o n who i s a j e r k . As l o n g a s t h e y a r e c o n s t s t e n t l y

a j e r k a l l o f t h e t i m e , you know w h a t t o e x p e c t a n d how t o d e a l w i t h t h e m . B u t

when t h e y a r e a j e r k o n e m i n u t e a n d a n i c e p e r s o n t h e n e x t , y o u d o n ' t know how

t a d e a l w i t h t h e m .

W h i c h b r i n g s u s t o t h e c u r r e n t y e a r a n d t h e N o v e l C o r o n a v i r u s , C O V I D - 1 9 .

S u r p r i s i n g l y , t h e MDOC i n i t s w i s d o m t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f t h e J P a y p r i s o n e r t a b l e t

s y s t e m . a n d p r o v i d e d m u l t i p l e u p d a t e s t o t h e e f f e c t . t h e p a n d e m i c was h a v i n g

a n MDOC o p e r a t i o n s a n d t h a t many t h i n g s s u c h a s p u b l i c ? h e a r i n g s a n d n o n e m e r g e n c y

t r a n s f e r s w o u l d be p o s t p o n e d u n t i l t h e c r i s i s h a s p a s t . T h e y w e r e e v e n w i l l i n g

t a a d m i t when a n d w h e r e p r i s o n e r s t e s t e d p o s i t i v e f o r t h e v i r u s , w h i l e

t h e s e w e r e n o t s p e c i f i c a l l y m e n t i o n e d i n t h e p u b l i c news b r o a d c a s t s .

What was i n t e r e s t i n g was the attempts to impliment the many recommendations '

o f the CDC, governor, and PresidentTrump about aoc ia l d is tanc ing and the human |

tendency t o c o l l e c t i n herds and groups. The p r a c t i c a l i t y o f some o f these

new temporary ru les o f l i v i n g are simple to put i n place i n the f ree wor ld, but
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Somth ing e l s e e n t i r e l y i n a p r i s o n s e t t i n g . Reduced c l a s s s i z e s o f GED s t u d e n t s ,

t e m p o r a r i l y s t o p p i n g non e s s e n t i a l v i s i t o r s , v o l u n t e e r s , and o t h e r s f r om coming

i n t o the f a c i l i t y , and c a n c e l l i n g l a r g e group mee t ings are the e a s i s t t h i n g s .

Then t h e r e came t h e recommendat ion f o r w e a r i n g masks by e v e r y o n e . That was a

r e a l l y s t r a n g e s i g h t t o see a f t e r t h e many yea rs t h a t I have been i n p r i s o n

where s t a f f was a lways conce rned w i t h b e i n g a b l e to see your f ace so they c o u l d

r e c o g n i z e p e o p l e .

A t t e m p t i n g t o c r e a t e s o c i a l d i s t a n c i n g f o r m e a l s i s an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t

a n i m a l . N o r m a l l y when a u n i t i s c a l l e d t o go e a t t h e y a r e r e l e a s e d h a l f a u n i t

a t a t i m e , a b o u t 8 0 p e o p l e . w h i c h c r e a t e s a c l o s e q u a r t e r e d g r o u p i n t h e

h a l l w a y s , g o i n g o u t t h e d o o r , w a l k i n g i n b o t h l a r g e a n d s m a l l g r o u p s a c r o s s

t h e y a r d , a n d t h e n s t a n d i n g i n a l o n g l i n e t o g e t o u r I D c a r d s c a n n e d and

g e t t h r o u g h t h e s e r v i n g l i n e t o t a k e a s e a t w i t h & p e o p l e p e r t a b l e t o e a t

o u r m e a l .

H e r e t h e d e t e r m i n e d t h a t t o c o m p l y w i t h t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c i n g o b j e c t i v e

i s t h a t t h e y w i l l r e l e a s e u s - t o go e a t o n e c u b i c l e ( 8 p e o p l e ) a t a t i m e e v e r y

30 s e c o n d s o r s o t o c r e a t s e p a r a t i o n . T h i s S t a g g e r e d p e o p l e e n o y g h s o t h a t

t h e r e ws n o c l u s t e r i n g i n a l o n g l i n e a t t h e c h o w h a l l . You a r e s t i l l a l l o w e d : . -

t o s i t 4 a t @ t a b l e t o e a t . B u t y e t when I go o u t t o t h e w e i g h t p i t t h e r e a r e

4 0 o r m o r e p e o p l e w o r k i n g o u t , when I come b a c k t o t h e u n i t a n d go t o t h e d a y r o o m

w h i l e i t s 4 p e r t a b l e , t h e r e a r e 40 o r m o r e i n t h e r o o m . Then we o n l y p r a c t i c e

t h i s s o c i a l d i s t a n c i n g a t d i n n e r , b r e a k f a s t a n d l u n c h a r e r u n b u s i n e s s a s u s u a l .

When s t a f f o f t h e s u p e r v i s o r y o r command r a n k a r e a s k e d t o make s e n s e o f

t h i s t h e y h a v e n o r a t i o n a l a n s w e r s t o g i v e o t h e r t h a n t h e y h a v e no c o n t r o l o v e r

t h e o t h e r s h i f t . A l s o when t h e y c a l l u n i t s t o p i c k up s t o r e o r d e r s g u y s a r e

s t a n d i n g : i n a l i n e o f 3 0 - 4 0 p e o p l e w h i l e w a i t i n g .

Then when t h e v i r u s doas s t a r t t o a f f e c t p r i s o n e r s a n d / o r s t a f f a t o t h e r

f a c i l i t i e s , t h e y now want t o t o the e x t r a s t e p o f o n l y a l l o w i n g 2 a t a t a b l e

i n t h e c h o w h e l l , meaning o n l y h a l f a u n i t may be i n the chowha l l a t any one

t i m e . wh ich t a k e s the t o t a l t e ime t o conduct the meal f rom about 14 hours

t o a v e r 4 h o u r s . Then h a v i n g y e l l o w c r i m e scene tape a l l o v e r t o d i r e c t movement

t o and f rom t h e c h o w h a l l . Only t o r e v e r t back t o bus iness as usua l the nex t

marn ing and a f t e r n o o n . Which makes us q u e s t i o n the s a n i t y and s i n c e r i t y o f

s t a f f ' s e f f o r t s t o p r o t e c t and p r e v e n t the spread o f e i t h e r the f l u ? o r COVID-19.
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Which b r i n g s us t o the age o l d conundrum o f j u s t how t h e s e v i r u s e s g e t

i n t o the f a c i l i t i e s i n the f i r s t p l a c e . As much as t h e MDOC would have peop le

b e l i e v e , these v i r u s e s do n o t j u s t m a g i c a l l y f l y o v e r t h e f e n c e . Yes, o u r

v i s i t o r s , m a i l , and o t h e r peop le coming i n t o t h e f a c i l i t y a r e e f f e c t i v e t r a n s p o r t e r s

o f these v i r u s e s . I t i s the l i n e s t a f f , t h e r e g u l a r y a r d and u n i t o f f i c e r s ,

who a r e t h e most p e r s i s t e n t smugg le rs o f these v i r u s e s . Bu t t h e r e are s a f e t y

p r o t o c o l s o f t e m p e r a t u r e checks and m e d i c a l q u e s t i o n n a i r e s i n p l a c e , as l ong

as s t a f f a r e h o n e s t and t r u t h f u l i n s e l f r e p o r t i n g symptoms and c o n t a c t s .

Ye t , a t t h e t i m e o f my w r i t i n g t h i s , my u n i t i s i t s e l f unde r q u a r a n t i n e

due to the f l u . We had two peop le r e q u i r e m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n c e due t o be ing

overcome by t h e e f f e c t s o f the f l u . . Wi th t h e two p o s i t i v e i n f e c t i o n r u l e h e r e ,

t h a t i n s t i t u t e d t h e u n i t be p l a c e d on q u a r a n t i n e s t a t u s . The s t a n d a r d r u l e i s

the q u a r a n t i n e l a s t s f o r a minimum o f 7 days , as l o n g as no f u r t h e r p o s i t i v e

cases a r e d e t e c t e d , o t h e r w i s e t h e c l o c k s t a r t s o v e r w i t h each new c a s e . Bu t

the c o n f u s i o n comes i n when no one i n an o f f i c a l c a p a c i t y s t a t e s the end d a t e

when t h e c l o c k b e g i n s . Then m e d i c a l s t a f f t e l l peop le one t i m e frame and l i n e

o r s u p e r v i s o r y c u s t o d y s t a f f have a n o t h e r t ime frame i n m ine .

To add t o t h e c o n f u s i o n , the two peop le i n f e c t e d w i t h t h e f l u a r e b r o u g h t

back t o t h e u n i t f r om the s m a l l s e g r e g a t i o n u n i t t o r i d e o u t t h e q u a r a n t i n e

w i t h t h e r e s t o f us because, "we have a l l be e x p o s e d . " Then t h e f i r s t p e r s o n

c l a i m s v a r i o u s o t h e r reasons f o r be ing taken f rom t h e u n i t . Even t h r o u g h

a l l t h e ev i dence p o i n t s t o t h e c o n t r a r y o f t h e i r s t o r i e s , t hey were removed

f rom t h e u n i t i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e n i g h t i n f u l l b i c h a z a r d g e a r . The n e x t

morn ing y o u r who le c u b i c l e was washed down under d i r e c t s u p e r v i s i o n w i t h b l e a c h .

A l l o f y o u r cube mates were s e n t t o m e d i c a l t o t a k e a f l u a n t i b o d y t e s t . As

a g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t and u n d e r g r a d , I l e a r n e d and use the s c i e n t i f i c methad t o

v a l i d a t e t h i n g s . I d o n ' t need F o r e n s i c F i l e s on CNN o r o l d e p i s o d e s o f CSI

t o t e l l me t o f o l l o w t h e e v i d e n c e . Ev idence d o e s n ' t l i e , p e o p l e l i e . I f i t

l o o k s l i k e a d u c k , sounds l i k e a d u c k , w a l k s l i k e a duck . Guess what? I t s

a DUCK!

Now t h e m o s t o x y m o r o n i c e p i s o d e t h a t I h a v e e n c o u n t e r e d h e r e a t URF was

w h e r e i n 2 0 1 8 , I p u r c h a s e d a p a i r o f w e i g h t l i f t i n g g l o v e s f r o m t h e R e c r e a t i o n

D e p a r t m e n t . T h e y s e l l u s t h i n g s l i k e t e n n i s b a l l s , t e n n i s r a c k e t s , b a s e b a l l

g l o v e s , a n d m o u t h / t e e t h g u a r d s t o u s e i n o u r r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . I h a v e

a r e c e i p t f o r t h e l e g i t i m a t e p u r c h a s e o f t h e g l o v e s and am a l l o w e d t o p o s s e s s

a n d u s e t h e m f o r a l m o s t 2 y e a r s . I h a v e been o b s e r v e d by s t a f f u s i n g t h e



LEO MICHAEL AMBLER #A188312
U OF M CARCERAL STATE PROJECT
PAGE 52

APRIL 2020

g l o v e s on t h e y a r d and they have been i n my ?area o f c o n t r o l " t h r o u g h numerous

c e l l sea rches and shakedowns.

T h e n o n e d a y , my u n i t g e t s a new r e g u l a r o f f i c e r on d a y s h i f t f r o m o n e

o f t h e u n i t s on t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e c o m p u n d . He s t o p s me c o m i n g t h r o u g h

t h e u n i t l o b b y t h e n e x t day w h e n I come i n f r o m w e i g h t l i f t i n g . He a s k s me f o r

a p e r s o n a l p a t d o w n s e a r c h . W h i l e he s t a r t s g o i n g t h r o u g h my p e r s o n a l w o r k o u t

g e a r a n d s a y s he s e e s c o n t r a b a n d g l o v e s . When I p o i n t o u t t h a t t h e s e a r e

p e r f e c t l y l e g a l a s I p u r c h a s e d t h e m h e r e f r o m t h e R e c r e a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t a n d h a v e

a r e c e i p t . He s t a t e s I d o n ' t c a r e , t h e s e a r e c o n t r a b a n d , y o u ' r e n o t a l l o w t o

h a v e l e a t h e r g l o v e s a n d t h e r i s no n o n l e a t h e r w e i g h t l i f t i n g g l o v e s made. So

he t a k e s t h e m a n d w r i t e s me a m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t f o r p o s s e s s i o n o f c o n t r a b a n d .

When h e b r i n g s . m e a c o p y o f t h e c o n t r a b a n d r e c e i p t , I show h i m t h e r e c e i p t

f o r t h e g l o v e s a n d h e s t i l l s t a t e s t h a t he d o e s n ' t c a r e .

So I go and t a l k t o the R e c r e a t i o n D i r e c t o r about t h i s i s s u e t h a t a f t e r n o o n

and e x p l a i n wha t happened. He t e l l s me t he g l o v e s are n o t l e a t h e r and are

approved t o be s o l d and possessed. Bu t w o n ' t c o n t a c t the o f f i c e r t o c l a r i f y

t h e i s s u e , s a y i n g t h a t I w i l l g e t them back when I have the h e a r i n g . Then when

t h e m i s c o n d u c t i s rev i ewed by a n o t h e r u n i t o f f i c e r , t h e r e p o r t i n g o f f i c e r ' s

p a r t n e r . I show h e r the r e c e i p t and the a t t a c h m e n t to . the URF p o l i c y t h a t

says t h e y a r e approved p r o p e r t y . Bu t she says t h a t she d o e s n ' t c a r e because

she i s j u s t r e v i e w i n g t h e m isconduc t r e p o r t , n o t t h e h e a r i n g o f f i c e r , someone

e l s e w i l l c o n d u c t t h e h e a r i n g .

F i n a l l y , t h e h e a r i n g d a y a r r i v e s a n d an o f f i c e r i n t h e u n i t f r o m t h e

a f t e r n o o n s h i f t c o n d u c t s t h e h e a r i n g . When p r e s e n t e d w i t h t h e r e c e i p t and t h e

p o l i c y i n f o r m a t i o n he c a n ' t b e l i e v e t h e m i s c o n d u c t was w r i t t g n i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e .

B u t he makes t h e c o m m e n t t h a t he r e a l j y d o e s n ' t l i k e t o go a g a i n s t o t h e r s t a f f

b e c a u s e he w i l l c a t c h f l e c k f r o m t h a t o t h e r s t a f f . B u t g o e s on t o s a y t h a t r i g h t

i s r i g h t and d i s c u s s e s t h i s w i t h h i s p a r t n e r , who a r g r e e s w i t h h i m . He t e l l s

me t o come b a c k t o t h e d e s k i n a f e w m i n u t e s a n d he w i l l g i v e me t h e g l o v e s

b a c k , b u t h e m u s t make a s e c u r i t y r o u n d .

When I go b a c k t o see h i m , he i s no w h e r e t o be f o u n d . T h e n he comes

b a c k f r o m t h e c o n t r o l c e n t e r , w h e r e t o c o v e r h i m s e l f , he c o n s u l t Z e d w i t h h i s

s u p e r v i s o r a n d t h i s s e r g e a n t g a v e h i m r e a s o n s t o d e n y r e t u r n i n g t h e g l o v e s t o

m e . S t a t i n g t h a t l e a t h e r / s u e d e p a l m e d g l o v e s a r e n o t a l l o w e d p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y .

He s u b s e q u e n t l y f i n d s me g u i l t y o f t h e m i s c o n d u c t a n d has my g l o v e s d e s t r o y e d .
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Y e t , t h e d a y e f t e r I was w r i t t e n t h e m i s c o n d u c t r e p o r t , t h e f a c i l i t y Q u a r t e r m a s t e r

p a s s e d o u t m o r e t h a n d 1 0 0 p a i r s o f w i n t e r m i t t e n s t o t h e y a r d c r e w w o r k e r s ,

each p a i r t had l e a t h e r / s u e d e r e i n f o r c e d pa lms!

When I p r e s e n t e d t h e i s s u e on a p p e a l t o t h e d e p u t y w a r d e n p o i n t i n g o u t

t h a t t h e p o l i c y s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r s t o w i n t e r g l o v e s / m i t t e n s n o t r e c r e a t i o n

a p p a r e l . T h a t t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f c o n t r a b e n d a s i s d e f i n e d i n t h e m i s c o n d u c t /

d i s c i p l i n a r y p o l i c y s t a t e s t h a t c o n t r a j a n d i s a n y i t e m " n o t a u t h o r i z e d t o be

p o s s e s s e d . " I h a v e a r e c e i p t f o r my p u r c h a s e , t h e y a r e s t i l l s e l l i n g t h e g l o v e s

a n d n o t c o n f i s c a t i n g a n y o n e e l s e ' s , s o t h a t shows l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o

p o s s e s s . A l o n g w i t h p r e s e n t i n g t w o f e d e r a l c o u r t c a s e s w h e r e a p r i s o n e r

was t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m o n e f a c i l i t y t o a n o t h e r a n d m a s k i n g t a p e was p l a c e d o n

h i s f o o t l o c k e r w i t h h i s name a n d n u m b e r . When a t t h e r e c e i v i n g f a c i l i t y t h e y

l a t e r w r o t e h i m m i s c o n d u c t s . f o r p o s s e s s i o n o f c o n t r a b a n d f o r t h e t a p e . The

c o u r t r u l e s t h a t b e c a u s e t h e t a p e was g i v e n t o t h e p r i s o n e r b y t h e s e n d i n g

f a c i l i t y a n d t h e r e c e i v i n g f a c i l i t y (when t h e y g a v e h i m t h e f o o t l o c k e r w i t h

t h e t a p e on i t ) t h i s c o n s t i t u t e d a u t h o r i z e d p o s s e s s i o n a n d t h e m i s c o n d u c t

r e p o r t s c o u l d n ' t s t a n d .

The d e p u t y w a r d e n r e s p o n d e d t h e t t h e s a n c t i o n i m p o s e d i s a t t h e d i s c r e t i o n

o f t h e h e a r i n g o f f i c e r a n d n o t s u b j e c t t o a p p e a l . No r e s p o n s e t o t h e f a i l u r e

t o i n v e s t i g a t e o r d u e p r o c e s s v i o l a t i o n s w e r e a d d r e s s e d .

WHAT IS INCARCERATION LIKE FOR YOU?

I n c a r c e r a t i o n i s l i k e a c r o s s b e t w e e n b e i n g p l a c e d o n a semmly e n d l e s s

c r u i s e a b o r d a s h i p e n d t h s m o v i e " G r o u n d h o g D a y . " E v e r y d a y i s an a l m o s t

c a r b o n c o p y o f t h e d a y b e f o r e , j u s t as t h e d a y a f t e r w i l l b e . F o r ma t h e r e

a r e s o many t h i n g s t h a t I n e v e r e x p e r i e n c e d b e c a u s e I came t o p r i s o n a t t h e

a g e o f 1 7 . T h e s e t h i n g s a r e s o m e t h i n g t h a t I n e v e r e x p e r i e n c e d , s o I d o n ' t

h a v e a n y t y p e o f r e f e r e n c e f o r a l o s s o r d e e p d a s i r e t o r e e x p e r i a n c e many

t h i n g s .

Many o f t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s t h a t p e o p l e o n t h e o u t s i d e t a k e f o r g r a n t e d , I

may n e v e r g e t t h e c h a n c e t o e x p e r i e n c e . The q u e s t i o n i s b e c a u e I h a v e n o t

e x p e r i e n c e d many t h i n g s o r may n o t e v e r e x p e r i e n c e t h o s e t h i n g s , d o e s i t make

them l e s s p a i n f u l o r d e s i r e a b l e . N g i t d o e s n o t . When s e e i n g t h i n g s on TV.

o r i n a m a g a z i n e , t h o s e e m o t i o n s and d e s i r e s t o e x p e r i e n c e t h o s e t h i n g s a r e

s t i l l t h e r e . I h o p e t h e d a y I s t o p h a v i n g t h o s e f e e l i n g s i a my l a s t d a y , b e c a u s e

I c a n ' t i m a g i n e e x i s t i n g w i t h o u t t h o s e f e e l i n g s . T h a t w o u l d mean t h a t I h a v e

become numb, b i t t e r , and a g r u m p y o l d man a n d my w i l l i s g o n e .
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t o l d n e g p t i v e p r d p a g a n d a b y s t a f f p r i o r t o t h e t o u r o r n o t was a l w a y s ons o u r

c o n s p i r a c y t h e o r i e s .

When t h e s e g r o u p s w o u l d come t h r o u g h on t h e s e t o u r s , I g o t an u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f how some o f t h e a n i m a l s f e l t t h a t I w o r k e d w i t h b e f o r e c o m i n g t o p r i s o n .

I w o r k e d my l e s t y e a r o f h i g h s c h o o l and f i r s t y e a r o f c o m m u n i t y c o l l e g e a s

a v e t e r i n a r y a s s i s t a n t w o r k i n g e v e r y d a y w i t h a n i m a l s i n t h e k e n n e l c a g e s . Many

w e r e h a p p y t o s e e y o u b e c a u s e t h e y c r a v e d a t t e n t i o n a n d human i n t e r a c t i o n .

W h i l e o t h e r s w e r e a t t h e b a c k o f t h e c a g e s b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e t e r r i f i e d o f y o u

a s a s t r a n g e p e r s o n o r b e c a u s e o f t h e s t r a n g e p l a c e . W h i l e s t i l l o t h e r s w e r e

j u s t d i s t a n t a n d a l o o f o f w h a t was g o i n g on a r o u n d t h e m . w h i l e t h e s e w e r e

j u s t d o g s a n d c a t s , t h e y a r e s t i l l s e n t i e n t b e i n g s a n d a r e c a p a b l e o f r e c o g n i z i n g

a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g f a r more t h i n g s t h a n we g i v e them c r e d i t . L i v i n g i n a p r i s o n

c e l l now g a v e me a g r e a t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e t h a t many w i l l

n e v e r u n d e r s t a n d . ,

Many p e o p l e h a v e a h a l f b a t h r o o m i n t h e i r h o u s e on t h e f i r s t f l o o r o r n e a r

t h e m a i n l i v i n i g a r e a o f a s i n g l e s t o r y home. You h a v e a s m a l l c l o s e t l i k e

_ room w i t h a s i n k a n d t o i l e t . Now i f y o u w i d e n t h a t s p a c e j u s t e n o u g h t o p l a c e

e s i n g l e s i z e b e d i n t h e r o o m , y o u h a v e a s t e r e o t y p i c a l p r i s o n c e l l . Now a d d

t o t h a t s p a c e a s t a n d a r d f u l l s i z e l o c k e r t h a t m o s t o f u s h a d i n m i d d l e s c h o o l

t o t h e s p a c e . T h a n a d d t h e a m o u n t o f c l o t h e s , t o i l e t r i e s , a n d m i s c e l l a n e o u s

p e r s o n a l s t u f f t h a t w o u l d f i t i n a s t a n d a r d i s s u e m i l i t a r y d u f f l e b a g . Now

add i n a s t e n d a r d i s s u e m i l i t a r y f o o t l o c k e r ( o r t w o ) t o t h e s p a c e . f o r t u n a t e l y ,

t h e f o o t l o c k e r ( s ) f i t u n d e r t h e b e d a n d t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e d u f f l e bag w i l l

f i t i n t o t h e w a l l l o c k e r . .

T h i s i s y o u r l i v i n g a r e a , p r o v i d e d you a r e n o t d o u b l e b u n k e d w i t h a n o t h e r

p r i s o n e r . T h e n y o u h a v e t o d o u b l e t h e p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y i n t h e s p a c e a n d a d d

a n o t h e r w a l l l o c k e r t o t a k e u p f l o o r s p a c e .

You f e e l a b i t more human when you are i n a room s e t t i n g . W h i l e you d o n ' t

u s u a l l y have too much more space i n these rooms ve rsus be ing i n a s t e r e o t y i p c a l

p r i s o n c e l l . There i s t h e a b i l i t y t o be i n t h e room and c l o s e t h e d o o r , c u t t i n g

o f f a l l t ha n o i s e t h a t you e x p e r i e n c e c o n s t a n t l y w i t h an open f a c e d and b a r r e d

p r i s o n c e l l . you have a l o t more p r i v a c y as t h a t peop le waly b y , t h e r e i s o n l y

the s m a l l window t o l a o k i n and observe a n y t h i n g . U n l i k e the c e l l w i t h bars

where e v e r y t h i n g i s v i s i b l e and the o n l y way f o r any p r i v a c y i s t o hang a shee t

ac ross t h e c e l l .
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L i v i n g i n a c u b i c l e w i t h u p t o 7 o t h e r p e o p l e makes t h i n g s f e e l m o r e l i k e

l i v i n g i n a s m a l l c o m m u n i t y . H e c a u s e o f a l l t h e s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n t h a t c a n

o c c u r , i t d o e s n ' t f e e l l i k e b e i n g i n p r i s o n a t t i m e s . A l t h o u g h , t h e m o r e

p e r s o n a l i t i e s y o u p l a c e i n a t c o n f i n e d s p a c e , t h e m o r e p r o b l e m s a r e c r e a t e d .

S o m e t i m e s t h e c h e m i s t r y i s j u s t r i g h t a n d i t c a n be a p l e a s a n t e x p e r i e n c e

e v e n f o r b e i n g i n a p r i s o n s e t t i n g . The s o m e t i m e s t h e c h e m i s t r y c a n be t h r o w n

o f f b y j u s t o n e s i n g l e p e r s o n , t h a t t h i s c l o s e l i v i n g s e t t i n g c e n t u r n i n t o

a c o m p l e t e n i g h t m a r e .

WHAT IS YOUR COMMUNITY LIKE IN PRISON?

T h e r e i s a l a r g e r c o m m u n i t y t h a t e x i s t s i n s i d e t h e p r i s o n t h a t i s n ' t much:

d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t i n r e g u l a r s o c i e t y . B u t i s m o r e : c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t e r m s o f

s p a c e a n d t h e a m o u n t o f p e o p l e ' s p e r s o n a l s p a c e . f u t t h i s l a r g e r c o m m u n i t y

i s r e a l l y made up o f many s m a l l e r c o m m u n i t i e s . You h a v e t h e w o r k e r s who k e e p

t h e p l a c e r u n n i n g , t h e m a i n t e n a n c e c r e w s . The k i t c h e n w o r k e r s k e e p e v e r y o n e

f e d . The y a r d c r e w p i c k s up t h e o u t s i d e t r a s h , k e e p s t h e g r a s s n e a t and t h e

f l o w e r b e d s t e n d e d . T h e r e a r e t u t o r s who w o r k w i t h s t u d e n t s t o g r a s p l e s s o n

c o n c e p t s a n d h e l p t h e m t o g r a d u a t e . T h e r e a r e o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s o f t h o s e who

l i k e t o p l a y b a s k e t b a l l , t h o s e who p l a y s o f t b a l l , t h o s e who e x e r c i s e i n t h e

w e i g h t p i t , o r r u n n i n g . Many o f t h e s e s m a l l c o m m u n i t i e s a r e i n t e r l o c k e d a n d

some members b e l o n g t o a m u l t i t u d e o f t h e s m a l l e r c o m m u n i t i e s .

W h i l e I c o n n e c t w i t h t h e e d u c a t i o n c o m m u n i t y a s a t u t o r w o r k i n g w i t h GED

s t u d e n t s . I a l s o i n t e r a c t w i t h t h e w e i g h t p i t c o m m u n i t y e v e r y m o r i n g when I

w o r k o u t . I a l a o h a v e t h e c o m m u n i t y o f t h e 6 o t h e r g u y s i n my c u b i c l e . I

s t i l l h a v e i n d i r e c t o r b r i e f c o n t a c t w i t h many o t h e r o f t h e s m a l l e r c o m m u n i t i e s

o n a d a i l y b a s i s a s w e l l .

T h e n t h e r e a r e t h o s e c o m m u n i t i e s i n p r i s o n t h a t m a n y ? p r e f e r n o t t o h a v e

any c o n t a c t w i t h a t a l l . T h e y c a l l t h e m s e l v e s " o r g a n i z a t i o n s " a s i f t o g i v e

t h e m s e l v e s a s e n s e o f l e g i t i m a c y , b u t t h i s i s en a f r o n t t o r e a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s

t h a t e x i s t i n t h e w o r l d . T h e s e a r e n ' t o r g a n i z a t i o n s , no m a t t e r w h a t l a b e l t h e

g r o u p a t t e m p t s t o a p p l y . They a r e @angs o r m u t u a l p r o t e c t i o n s o c i e t i e s a n d

n o t h i n g m o r e ,

HOW 00 YOU MAINTAIN T IES WITH YOUR OTHER COMMUNITIES?

I m a i n t a i n my f a m i l y c o m m u n i t y t i e s by e m a i l , p h o n e c a l l s , a n d l e t t e r s .
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W i t h some I am a b l e t o u s e a l l t h r e e m e t h o d s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n , some o n l y t w o ,

a n d some o n l y o n e m e t h o d .

T h e r e a r e o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t I m a i n t a i n t i e s w i t h f r o m t h e o u t e i d e

w o r l d . T h e r e a r e many p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d n o n - p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o m m u n i t i e s

t h a t I m a i n t a i n m e m b e r s h i p w i t h a n d s t a y c o n n e c t e d t h r o u g h n e w s l e t t e r s a n d

o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e y u s e t o c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h members a n d t h e g e n e r a l

p u b l i c a t l a r g e .

I n t h e p a s t , m a i n t a i n i n g f a m i l y c o m m u n i t y t i e s a l s o i n c l u d e d p e r s o n a l

v i s i t s . B u t a s t i m e g o e s o n , a s f a m i l y g e t s o l d e r a n d a s t h e MDOC t r a n s f e r s

me f a r t h e r f r o m home a n d f a m i l y . T h o s e v i s i t s g e t f e w e r a n d f e w e r .

P r i s o n s u r v i v a l i s a l l a b o u t b a s i c c o m m o n s e n s e , y e t n o w a d a y s , b a s i c

c o m m o n s e n s e i s n o t q u i t e s d common a n y m o r e .

I h a v e a l w a y s f o u n d t h a t you h a v e t o k e e p a b a l a n c e o f m i n d i n g y o u r o u n

b u s i n e s s a n d s t i l l s t a y i n g a w a r e a n d i n f o r m e d o f w h a t i s g o i n g on a r o u n d m e .

P e r t o f t h i s I l e a r n e d v e r y e a r l y i n my i n c a r c e r a t i o n when I was a t JCF i n L e v e l

4, w h e r e I was a r o u n d many o l d e r g u y s who h a d s p e n t many y e a r s b e h i n d t h e " w a l l "

a t J a c k s o n C e n t r a l C o m p l e x .

When w a l k i n g down t h e c e l l b l o c k g a l l e r y o r u n i t h a l l w a y , y o u m u s t b a l a n c e

p a y i n g a t t e n t i o n t o a c r a c k e d o r o p e n c e l l / r o o m d o o r . B u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e y o u

s h o u l d show r e s p e c t w a l k i n g b y a n d n o t l o o k i n g i n t o t h e c e l l / r o o m a s y o u p a s s

l i k e y o u a r e w i n d o w s h o p p i n g . Youmay see s o m e t h i n g t h a t y o u d o n ' t r e a l l y w a n t

t o a n d d o n ' t w a n t t o know a b o u t .

IT h a v e t o be v e r y t o l e r a n t a n d p a t i e n t w i t h t h o s e a r o u n d me a n d b e i n g

r e s p e c t f u l o f o t h e r s u s e d t o go a l o n g way t o b u i l d i n g r e l a t i o n s w i t h f e l l o w

p r i s o n e r s . N o w a d e y s , r e s p e c t d o a s n ' t go a s f a r a s i t u s e d t o g o . I t was a |

t w o w a y s t r e e t f o r many y e a r s a n d was s o m e t h i n g t h e t was e a r n e d a n d n o t j u s t |

g i v e n . B u t i n r e c e n t y e a r s , t h e n e w e r g e n e r a t i o n s demand r e s p e c t f r o m y o u , !

b u t d o n ' t f e e l t h e y s h o u l d h a v e t o g i v e i t i n r e t u r n . [

I a l w a y s b a l a n c e s t a y i n g t o m y s e l f w i t h b e i n g p a r t o f t h e c o m m u n i t y a t i

l a r g e . Many t i m e s my s o c i a l c i r c l e i s d i c t a t e d b y t h o s e I w o r k w i t h , t h o s e |

I s e e i n t h e w e i g h t p i t a n d t h o s e i n t h e i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y o f my c a l l / r o o m / b u n k . '

I f I s t a y c o m p l e t e l y t o m y s e l f , t h e n o t h e r s w i l l s e e me as a p o t e n t i a l v i c t i m \

a n d a t t e m p t t o p r e y u p o n me. |

|

HOW DO YOU S U R V I V E I N P R I S O N ?

|

|
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A n o t h e r s u r v i v a l t a c t i c i s when t h e r e i s mase , m o v e m e n t , l i k e g o i n g t o e a t
m e a l s . S t a y away f r o m t h e c r o w d . W a l k i n g w i t h o n e o r t w o o t h e r p e o p l e y o u know

i s o k a y , b u t b e i n g s u r r o u n d e d b y a c r o w d t h a t y o u d o n ' t know c a n be t r o u b l e

i n t h e m a k i n g . I h a v e on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s been on t h e way t o e a t a t a c o u p l e

o f f a c i l i t i e s and g o t t e n t o c e r t a i n p o i n t s i n t h e r o u t e w h e r e a b l i n d s p o t

e x i s t e d . T h e n a l l o f a s u d d e n t r i p p e d o v e r someone who h a d b e e n s t a b b e d o r

a s s a u l t e d . T i m e j u s tt o k e e p w a l k i n g , t h i s i s n o t my c o n e r n , ? " t h e r e i s n o t h i n g

t o s e e h e r e , k e e p m o v i n g a l o n g " a s t h e y s a y .

A f e w y e a r s a g o , when g o i n g t o l u n c h o n e d a y , t h e r e was a c h a n g e i n t h e

t r a f f i c f l o w . Where m o s t p e o p l e w o u l d make a t u r n t o t h e r i g h t a n d t h e n t a k e

t h e " s h o r t e r " r o u t e a c r o s s a b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t . The m a j o r i t y s t a y e d t o t h e l e f t

t a k i n g t h e l o n g e r r o u t e a n d t h e r e was a l i n e o f g u y s a l l t h e w a y a c r o s s t h e

s i d e w a l k m o v i n g s l o w l y . T h i s t r a f f i c p a t t e r n c h a n g e t r i g g e r e d me t o t a k e t h e

s h o r t c u t r o u t e t o t h e l e f t and s p e e d up t o g e t t o t h e c h o w h e l l a h e a d o f t h e

c r o w d c o m i n g t h e o t h e r r o u t e . I g o t i n t o t h e c h o w h a l l a n d a s I g a t i n t h e

d o o r t h e c r o w d g o t t o t h e s m a l l h i l l c o m i n g up t o t h e d o o r a n d a j p r i s o n e r was

a s s a u l t e d b y m o r e t h a n o n e i o f t h e s e i n t h e c r o w d .

I t s a m a z i n g j u s t how much i n f o r m a t i o n I c a n g a t h e r a b o u t w h a t ' s g o i n g

o n a r o u n d me b y n o t a c t u a l l y s e e k i n g i t o u t . I h e a r many t h i n g s now w h e n I

am w o r k i n g o u t i n t h e w e i g h t p i t o r j u s t s i t t i n g a t my b u n k p a i n t i n g . Guys

now d a y s j u s t c a n ' t k e e p t h e i r m o u t h s s h u t and h a v e t o b r a g o r p u t on t h e s e

d i s p l a y s o f u h a t t h e y a r e d o i n g t o make t h e m s e l v e s l o o k m o r e i m p r e s s i v e t h a n

t h e n e x t g u y . U n l i k e many who go. t o t h e y a r d , I d o n ' t w e a r h e a d p h o n e s , e a r b u d s ,

o r e v e n h a v e t h e m h a n g i n g a r o u n d my n e c k . How c a n y o u be a w a r e o f w h a t i s

h a p p e n i n g a r o u n d y o u i f y o u c a n ' t h e a r w h a t ' s g o i n g on o r be d i s t r a c t e d b y

t h e m u s i c . J u s t a n o t h e r r e c i p e f o r d i s a s t e r . T h a t ' s how c o m f o r t a b l e t h e s e

g u y s h a v e become i n s i d e a M i c h i g a n p r i s o n .

I h a v e a l w a y s made i t a p o i n t t o e s t a b l i s h a d a i l y r o u t i n e . G e t up a n d

go t o s l e e p a t t h e same t i m e e a c h d a y . W o r k , e x e r c i s e , a n d r e a d b o o k s a n d

m a g a z i n e s i n t h e f r e e t i m e . W a t c h t h e news a t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s d u r i n g t h e d a y

t o s t a y c u r r e n t o n e v e n t s g o i n g o n i n t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . M o s t o f a l l i s t o

a v o i d t h e p i t f a l l a n d i l l u s i o n a b o u t b e i n g i n c o n t r o l o f t h i n g s . T h e r e a r e

v e r y f e w , i f a n y t h i n g , i n t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d t h a t I c a n c o n t r o l f r o m i n p r i s o n .

When I s t e p p e d o u t o f t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d a n d i n t o p r i s o n l i f e , t h e w o r l d d i d n ' t |

s t o p o u t t h e r e , i t s n o t on p a u s e u n t i l I g e t b a c k . The w o r l d h a s c o n t i n u e d
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t a move on t o t h e f u t u r e , i f I s p e n d a l l my t i m e d w e l l i n g o n t h e p a s t , t h e n

I am j u s t s e t t i n g m y s e l f u p f o r d i s a p p o i n t m e n t when I f i n d o u t a n d r e a l i z e

t h e w o r l d has moved on w i t h o u t me.

T h i s t a k e s a l o t o f s t r e s s o f f me, as I need t o w o r r y a b o u t t h o s e t h i n g s

t h a t I h a v e c o n t r o l o f a n d a l l o w e v e r y t h i n g e l s e t o j u s t c o n t i n u e . T r y i n g

t o c o n t r o l t h i n g s g o i n g o n i n t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d d o a s n o t h i n g b u t c r e a t e u n n e e d e d

s t r e s s and w a s t e e n e r g y t h a t c a n be b e t t e r u s e d e l s e w h e r e .

WHERE AND HOW DO YOU FIND JOY IN PRISON?

I f o u n d g r e a t j o y i n t h e p a s t when I was p a r t o f an a c t i v e J a y c e e C h a p t e r .

When we u s e d t o r u n s p e c i a l e v e n t s f o r t h e h o l i d a y s , t h e c o m p e t i t i o n s w o u l d

b r i n g e v e r y o n e o u t t o p a r t i c i p a t e o r w a t c h . I t g a v e p e o p l e s o m e t h i n g e l s e t o

t h i n k a b o u t f o r a p e r i o d o f t i m e and e l e v i a t e some o f t h e d e p r e s s i o n t h a t i s

a p a r t o f t h e h o l i d a y s i n p r i s o n .

I f i n d g r e a t j o y a t work as a GED t u t o r when I work one on one w i t h a

s t u d e n t hav i ng prob lems u n d e r s t a n d i n g how t o s o l v e an e q u a t i o n i n math c l a s s .

T o see t h e e x p r e s s i o n on t h e i r f a c e when you d r a w a v i s u a l i z a t i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m .

a n d g o o n e s t e p a t a t i m e , a n d t h e n t h e l i g h t g o e s o n when t h e y f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d

T h a n t h e y s t o p a n d t e l l y o u n o t t o h e l p them on t h e - n e x t o n e b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t

t a do i t t h e m s e l v e s .

T h e n when t h e y g o and t a k e t h e GED t e s t and p a s s . When t h e y f i n d o u t a n d

t h e y come t o y o u a n d s a y t h a n k y o u f o r h e l p i n g t h e m . T h e n when I go t o t h e

g r a d u a t i o n c e r e m o n e y t h a t t h e y r u n f o r GED, v o c a t i o n a l , a n d t r a d e s t u d e n t s

e v e r y summer . I g e t t o s e e g u y s w a l k i n t h e c a p s a n d gowns a n d know t h a t my

j o b wes w o r t h i t .

. I g e t j o y o u t o f my p a i n t i n g . A l t h o u g h , I have a g e n e r a l plan? f o r gach

p a i n t i n g b e f o r e I b e g i n w o r k i n g on i t . Many t i m e s t h e p a i n t i n g t a k e s on a

l i f e o f i t s oun and d i c t a t e s how someth ing w i l l go . T h e b lend o f m u l t i p l e

shades o f b l u e a p p l i e d t o t h e back ground mix o f t h e i r own a c c o r d to he lp

d e f i n e where t h e c l o u d s s h o u l d be and t h e i r shape. I know how t h e b a s i c

d e s i g n o f each p i e c e w i l l be and the g e n e r a l c o l o r i z a t i o n . I t s the f i n e r

d e t a i l s and t h e shad ing t h a t u l t i m a t e l y d e f i n e t h e f i n i s h e d p i e c e .

The c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m t h a t I g e t a t t h e e n d o f e a c h p i e c e g i v e s

me t h e e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o do m o r e a n d d i f f e r e n t t h e m e s w i t h t h e n e x t p i e c e . I

g e t t h e m a s t j o y f r o m t h o s e p i e c e s t h a t someone l o o k s a t a n d w a n t s t o buy t i e m

s o t h e y a n d o t h e r s c a n e n j o y t h e m .







LEO MICHAEL AMBLER #8188312
U OF M CARCERAL STATE PROJECT
PAGE 62
APRIL 2020

f r i e n d s o f t h e v i c t i m ( s ) , yes: t h e y a r e v i c t i m s t o o , w h i l e n o t d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d

i n w h a t t o o k p l a c e , w h a t we d i d d o e s a f f e c t t h e m i n a n e g a t i v e w a y .

T h e n t h e r e i s o u r o w n f a m i l y who a r e a l s o v i c t i m s . M o s t o f u s n e v e r c o n s i d e r

t h a t b u t o u r f a m i l y a r e v i c t i m s j u s t l i k e t h e f a m i l y o f t h e a c t u a l v i c t i m

b e c a u s e w h a t we h a v e d o n e n e g a t i v e l y a f f e c t s t h e m a s w a l l . T h e y m u s t d e a l w i t h

t h e shame o r o u r c r i m i n a l b e h a v i o r w i t h t h e i r f r i e n d s , c o w o r k e r s , a n d s o c i e t y

i n g e n e r a l . .

T h e n i t m u s t be c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e c o m m u n i t y w h e r e t h e c r i m e was c o m m i t t e d

a r e r e a l l y v i c t i m s t h a t a r e a f f e c t e d by o u r a c t i o n s . The f e a r , a n x i e t y , a n d

o t h e r n e g a t i v e f e e l i n g s t h e y e x p e r i e n c e c a u s e d b y o u r n e g a t i v e a c t i o n s a r e t h e

a f t e r e f f e c t s o f o u r c r i m e s . T h e s e a r e t h e u n k n o w n and u n s e e n v i c t i m s o f o u r

c r i m e s t h a t a r e a f f e c t e d b y o u r a c t i o n s .

I n c a r c e r a t i o n g a v e me t h e t i m e a n d s o l i t u d e t o do much s o u l s e a r c h i n g a n d

i n t r o s p e c t i o n . I t was d u r i n g t h i s t i m e t h a t I was a b l e t o r e a c h t h e s e c o n c l u s i o n s .

M o s t o f u s go t h r o u g h l i f e n o t c a r i n g a b o u t a n y o n e o t h e r t h a n o u r s e l v e s . We

d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d o t h e r p e a p l e a n d how w h a t w e , o u r s e l v e s d o , a f f e c t s t h e m b e c a u s e

we l a c k e m p a t h y f o r o t h e r s . T h i s i s e v e n more s o w i t h y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n s

a s t i m e g o e s o n , t h e y a r e a l l a o u b t me, me, m e . They w a n t w h a t t h e y w a n t a n d

t h e y w a n t i t n o w , t h e r e i s no u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t d e l a y e d g r a t i f i c a t i o n . I

h a v e s e a n many o f t h i s y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n who w a n t s s o m e t h i n g , b u t c a n ' t w a i t

t o g a t i t o n t h e i r own o r w a i t t o be a b l e t o a f f o r d i t , s o t h e y e i t h e r go o u t

a n d j u s t t a k e i t f r o m s o m e b o d y o r t a k e s o m e t h i n g f r o m someone e l s e t o u s e i n

g e t t i n g w h a t t h e y d e s i r e r i g h t n o w .

My i n c a r c e r a t i o n h a s a l s o a f f e c t e d me i n n e g a t i v e w a y s , w h i c h I h a v e d i s c u s s e d

e a r l i e r i n t h e s e w r i t i n g s . As much as I h a v e t r i e d n o t t o become a p r o d u c t

o f t h i s e n v i r o n m e n t . T h e r e h a v e b e e n t h o s e t i m e s when I h a d t o a l l o w m y s e l f

t o l o w e r my m o r a l b e l i e f s and t o f i g h t f i r e w i t h f i r e i n o r d e r t o r e s o l v e c e r t a i n

s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e t h e r e w a s no o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e .

W h i l e t h e r e a r e many who do t h i n g s w i t h i m p u n i t y a n d w i t h o u t a s e c o n d t h o u g h t ,

d u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y h a v e b e e n t h i s way a l l o f t h e i r l i v e s . T h e r e a r e

many who a l l o w t h e m s e l v e s t o f a l l i n t o t h e s e t h o u g h t s a n d b e h a v i o r s a s a s i m p l e

means o f s u r v i v a l i n h e r e a n d a l w a y s t r y t o e x c u s e t h i s b y s t a t i n g t h a t e v e r y o n e

e l s e i s d o i n g i t . To t h i s I m u s t r e p l y w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n , t h a t i f e v e r y b o d y

e l s e was a h e r d o f l e m m i n g s r u n n i n g o f f a c l i f f a r e you j u s t g o i n g t o go a l o n g

w i t h t h e h e r d o v e r t h e edge o f t h e c l i f f t o o ?
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WHAT ARE YOUR IDEAS OR PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THE CARCERAL SYSTEM NOW?

The c a r c e r a l s y s t e m i n t h e U . S . i s b r o k e n , i n s e r i o u s d i s r e p a i r , a n d n e e d s

t o be b r o u g h t k i c k i n g a n d s c r e a m i n g i n t o t h e 2 1 s t c e n t u r y . S o c i e t y h a s e v o l v e d

i n i t s e n l i g h t e n m e n t w i t h r e g a r d t o c o r r e c t i o n s . M o s t i n d u s t r i a l i z e d n a t i o n s ,

b o t h e a s t a n d w e s t , h a v e e v o l v e d p a s t t h e U . S . and i t s a n t i q u a t e d a n d d r a c o n i a n

t h o u g h t s o r c o r r e c t i o n s .

I am a p p a l é d a t w h a t I f o u n d when r e s e a r c h i n g t h e a r e a o f j u v e n i l e b r a i n

d e v e l o p m e n t w i t h r e g a r d t o " c r i m i n a l " b e h a v i o r and c o r r e c t i o n s . T h e r e a r e

m u l t i p l e p i e c e s o f l e g i s l a t i o n , r e s o l u t i o n s , c o n v e n t i o n s , a n d t r e a t i e s t h a t

h a v e b e e n c r e a t e d a n d p a s s e d b y t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , b u t t h e U . S . r e f u s e s t o

be a s i g n i n g p a r t y t o o r r a t i f y . E x c u s e me b u t i s n ' t t h e U . S . t h e l e a d i n g

n a t i o n t h a t i s a l w a y s t a l k i n g a b a n t how much n e e d s t o be done t o p r e s e r v e a

p e r s o n ' s c i v i l a n d human r i g h t s ?

M i c h i g a n i s o n e o f t h e s t a t e s t h a t when t h e U . S . S u p r e m e C o u r t i s s u e d

i t s r u l i n g i n M i l l e r v . A l a b a m a t h a t s a i d w i t h v e r y f e w e x c e p t i o n s , i t i s a

v i o l a t i o n o f t h e E i g h t h Amendment a n d u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l t o s e n t e n c e a n y o n e

u n d e r t h e a g e o f 18 t o a s e n t e n c e o f l i f e w i t h o u t p a r o l e . W h i c h m e a n t t h a t

a n y o n e who m e t t h i s c r i t e r i a n e e d e d t o be r e s e n t e n c e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h a t

r u l i n g . M i c h i g a n ' s c o u r t s , p r o s e c u t o r s , a n d i t s A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l r e f u s e d t o

c o m p l y w i t h t h e h i g h c o u r t ' s r u l i n g . I t was n o t u n t i l t h e U . S . S u p r e m e C o u r t

i s s u e d a s e c o n d r u l i n g i n Montgomery v . L o u i s i a n a t h a t t o l d M i c h i g a n a n d o t h e r

s t a t e s t h a t t h e M i l l e r r u l i n g w a s t o be a new p r o c e d u r a l r u l e , i t s r e t r o a c t i v e

t o a f f e c t a n y o n e s e n t e n c e d b e f o r e t h e r u l i n g came o u t a n d y o u w i l l c o m p l y w i t h

t h i s m a n d a t e . E v e n now a l l t h e s e y e a r s l a t e r , M i c h i g a n i s s t i l l s l o w r o l l i n g

d e a l i n g w i t h a l l t h e s e g u y s who w e r a a f f e c t e d b y t h i s new p e r c e p t i o n on j u v e n i l e

j u s t i c e t r e a t m e n t .

Mich igan s t i l l has on t h e books t h a t a p r i s o n e r must comp le te t h e i r GED

p r i o r t o b e i n g p a r o l e d . Fo r y e a r s t h i s was s t r i c t l y e n f o r c e d , b u t a t some

p o i n t i n the p rocess the P a r o l e Board a l l o w e d e x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s r u l e , and

f u r t h e r down t h e l i n e t h a t e x c e p t i o n has become t h e r u l e and i g n o r e s the GED

q u e s t i o n a l t o g e t h e r . T h i s now causes chaos and c o n f u s i o n i n the c l ass room,

where you have those who a s p i r e t o l e a r n , pass t h e i r GED i n o r d e r t o g e t a j o b

t o become more s e l f s u f f i c i e n t i n h e r e , o r go on t o t a k e a t e c h n i c a l t r a d e ,

s i t t i n g i n a c lass room w i t h those who do no t c a r e a b o u t g e t t i n g t h e i r GED EVER.

These guys c o n s t a n t l y d i s r u p t t h e t e a c h i n g l e s s o n o r d i s t r a c t t hose on
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s e l f s t u d y d u r i n g c l a s s t i m e , t u r n i n no ass ignemn ts t o be graded and logged

on t h e i r p l o t t e r t o show p r o g r e s s , t h e y s l e e p i n c l a s s , o r do g n y t h i n g to t r y

and g e t o u t o f c l a s s e a r l y . Bu t y e t t h e n t h e y c r y , wh ine , and c o m p l a i n t h a t

t h e t e a c h e r s w i l l n o t p u t them on t h e l i s t t o t eke thea GED t e s t . Then when

t h e y a r e p laced on t h e t e s t , t h e sco re a 120 when a2 sco re o f 145 i s needed to

pass t h e s u b j e c t . Now t h e y blame the t e a c h e r f o r n o t h o l d i n g c l a s s s e s s i o n s ,

ere never he re t o h o l d c l a s s o r a r e n o t a c t u a l l y t e a c h i n g s u b j e c t s .

I f t h e s e g u y s d o n ' t w a n t t o l e a r n and g e t t h e i r GED f o r w h a t e v e r r e a s o n ,

u s u a l l y b e c a u s e i t means t h e y m u s t now g e t a j o b , g e t up i n t h e m o r n i n g , a r d

s t a r t p a y i n g o f f some o f t h e i r r e s t i t u t i o n t o t h e i r v i c t i m s ( o r v i c t i m ' s f a m i l i e s ) .

T h e n p u t t h e m o n r o o m r e s t r i c t i o n ( w h e t i s r e f e r r e d t o a s " 0 0 " d o u b l e 0) a n d

make r o o m i n t h e c l a s s r o o m s f o r t h o s e who w a n t t o l e a r n . The MDOC n e e d s

t o go b a c k t o m a k i n g i t m a n d a t o r y t h a t o n e c o m p l e t e t h e i r GED t o g e t a p a r o l e .

A n o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I e n c o u n t e r e d i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e MDOC a n d t h e P a r o l e

B o a r d was w h e n I f i l e d f o r a c o m m u n t a t i o n o f my s e n t e n c e . Now w h i l e a c o m m u t a t i o n

a p p l i c a t i o n i s o n l y f o u r q u e s t i o n s a n d w h a t o n e s h o u l d t h i n k i s a f a i r l y s i m p l e

t h i n g t o c o m p l e t e . The s y s t e m m a k e s i t a n y t h i n g b u t s i m p l e . One o f t h e q u e s t i o n s

r e g a r d s w h e r e y o u w i l l l i v e a n d w h a t you w i l l do i f y o u a r e g i v e n a c o m m u t a t i o n .

So n a t u r a l l y a t t h i s s t e p o n e n e e d s t o be c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h i n g s l i k e R e l a p s e

P r e v e n t i o n P l a n s a n d a P a r o l e P l a n t o show t h e B o a r d t h a t s h o u l d t h e y d e c i d e

t o c o n s i d e r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . T h a t y o u h a v e g i v e n t h o u g h t a n d p r e p a r a t i o n f o r

many o f t h e w h a t i f s o n e i s t o e n c o u n t e r i n l i v i n g a r e h a b i l i t a t e d l i f e on t h e

o u t s i d e .

Now i n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , t o g i v e e x a m p l e s o f s h o w i n g my r e h a b i l i t a t i o ns a n d

a d v a n c e m e n t o f d e v e l o p i n g e m p a t h y a n d r e m o r s e . I a l s o t h o u g h t i t . m o s t a p p r o p r i a t e

t o w r i t e l e t t e r s o f a p o l o g y t o my v i c t i m , h i s f a m i l y , and a l s o t h e c o m m u n i t y

f o r w h a t I h a d d o n e . B u t w h a n I s u b m i t t e d my c o m m u t a t i o n a p p l i a a t i o n , i t was

r e t u r n e d t o me w i t h a s h o r t t e r s e n o t e s t a t i n g t h a t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n was b e i n g

r e t u r n e d t o me b e c a u s e t h e s e i t e m s h a d b e e n i n c l u d e d a n d w e r e n o t p a r t o f w h a t

was b e i n g a s k e d f o r i n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n q u e s t i o n s . So j u s t how d o e s t h i s make

s e n s e , t h e y w i l l o n l y b a s i c a l l y g r a n t e c o m m u t a t i o n and recommend y o u a f a v o r a b l e

r e c a m m e n d a t i o n t o t h e g o v e r n o r i f y o u h a v e p o s i t i v e s h o w i n go f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,

a c c e p t a n c e o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , t h e s h o w i n g o f r e m o r s e a n d g r o w t h o f m a t u r i t y .

B u t y o u s a y t h a t a r e p l a p s e p r e v e n t i o n p l a n , a p a r o l e p l a n , a n d l e t t e r s o f

r e m o r s e a r e n o t p a r t o f w h a t i n f o r m a t i o n i s b e i n g s o u g h t . Make t h i s make s e n s e ,



LEO MICHAEL AMBLER #A188312
U OF M CARCERAL STATE PROJECT
PAGE 65
APRIL 2020

Mow g r a n t e d I am m e r e l y a p r o d u c t o f a p u b l i c s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n . Bu t a r e t h e y

r e a l l y s e r i o u s he re? !

M i c h i g a n , w h e t h e r b y l e g i s l a t i o n o r t h e g o v e r n o r n e e d s t o make a c h a n g e i n

how t h e MDOC a n d t h e P a r o l e B o a r d w o r k s . I n k e e p i n g i n l i n e w i t h an e v o l v i n g

a n d m a t u r i n g s o c i e t y , s o m e t h i n g n e e d s t o be d o n e t o l o o k a t how t h o s e s e n t e n c e d

u n d e r t h e age o f 1 9 t o l o n g s e n t e n c e s , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t o t h o s e l i k e me who a r e

s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e . M o r e n e e d s t o be done w i t h

r e s p e c t t o t h e " m e a n i n g f u l o p p o r t u n i t y " f o r p a r o l e a s s p e c i f i e d i n t h e U . S .

Sup reme C o u r t c a s e o f Graham v . F l o r i d a t h a t d e a l s w i t h n o n h o m i c i d e j u v e n i l e s

b e i n g s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e w e i t h o u t p a r o l e when t h e y w e r e u n d e r t h e a g e o f 15 a t

t h e t i m e o f t h e i r c r i m e s ,

I n M i c h i g a n , b e c a u s e I am s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e w i t h t h e p o s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e ,

I o n l y am d e a l t ? w i t h b y t h e P a r o l e B o a r d a f t e r I h a d s e r v e d 1 0 c a l e n d a r y e a r s ,

w h i c h h a s s i n c e b e e n c h a n g e d t o 15 c a l e n d a r y e a r s . B e f o r e I became e l i g i b l e

t o be c o n s i d e r e d f o r p a r o l e . B u t t h e n i f d e n i e d , o n l y t o be r e v i e w e d a g a i n

?every 5 c a l e n d a r y e a r s . T h i s r e v i e w i s t o be a p a p e r o n l y f i l e r e v i e w , n o t

a f a c e - t o - f a c e i n t e r v i e w , u n l e s s t h e y see s o m a t h i n g e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y s p e c t a c u l a r .

Than my f i l e i s s a n t t o t h e f u l l P a r o l e B o a r d a n d i f t h e m a j o r i t y f e e l t h e r s i s

n o t h i n g t o m e r i t f u r t h e r a c t i o n . They s e n d me a r e s p o n s e o f "No I n t e r e s t "

a t t h i s t i m e a n d my n e x t f i l e r e v i e w d a t e . Now b e c a u s e t h i s i s l e g a l l y n o t

@ " d e c i s i o n " t h e y d o n ' t h a v e t o g i v e me any c o m m e n t s o r i n s i g h t s i n t o w h a t t h e y

w o u l d l i k e me t o a c c o m p l i s h i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 5 y e a r s o r w h a t I n e e d ?to c o r r e c t

f r o m t h e p r e v i o u s 5 y e a r s .

So I am l e f t t o a s k , j u s t how as a " j u v e n i l e l i f e r " am I b e i n g g r a n t e d the

" m e a n i n g f u l o p p o r t u n i t y " f o r p a r d l e as mandated by t h e U.S. Supreme Cour t?

Because w i t h v e r y few e x c e p t i o n , M i c h i g a n has t h e concep t t h a t l i f e means l i f e .

The c a r c e r a l sys tem needs t o r e f o c u s back on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n as p a r t o f

t h e ongo ing p h i l o s o p h y o f i t s c o r r e c t i o n a l s y s t e m . M ich i gan has t a k e n t h e f i r s t

few s t e p s by t a k i n g t h e o r i d i n a l c o n c e p t and p h y s i c a l p l a n d e s i g n o f MTU and

making i t i n o t a " v o c a t i o n a l v i l l a g e . " where t h e y are r e c r e a t i n g a m u l t i t u d e

o f v a r i o u s v o c a t i o n a l t e c h n i c a l t r a d e s and s e v e r a l c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y degree

prog rams .

B u t t o be e l i g i b l e f o r a l l o r m o s t o f t h e s e p r o g r a m sy o u m u s t be w i t h i n

a s p e c i f i e d a m o u n t o f y e a r s f r o m y o u r p a r o l e e l i g i b i l i t y d a t e . T h e r e a r e a

f e w o f t h e s e c o l l e g e p r o g r a m s t h a t w i l l a l l o w l i f e r s t o a p p l y . B u t when y o u
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do , you are u s u a l l y den ied e n t r y because they say your A s s a u l t i v e R isk C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

i s e i t h e r h i gh o r v e r y h i gh which makes you ? i n e l i g i b l e t o p a r t i c i p a t e .

Now c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e s e a s s a u l t i v e s c r e e n i n g s a r e d o n e a t t h e t i m e y o u

come t o p r i s o n . You a r e r a t e d b a s e d on p a s t b e h a v i o r , p r e s e n t b e h a v i o r e n d

f u t u r e b e h a v i o r t h a t h a p p e n s a n y t i m e a f t e r t h e o r i g i n a l s c r e e n i n g . I n my c a s e

b e c a u s e my f i r s t a r r e s t was b e f o r e my 1 5 t h b i r t h d a y , t h a t p u t s me i n t h e med ium

l e v e l b o x . Now my c u r r e n t c r i m e i s a s s a u l t i v e , s o t h a t p l a c e d me i n t h e

n e x t l e v e l b o x , h i g h . Then b e c a u s e I r e c e i v e d a m i s c o n d u c t f o r a s s a u l t a n d

b a t t e r y w h i l e i n q u a r a n t i n e r e c e p t i o n , I am p l a c e d i n t h e n e x t l e v e l b o x , v e r y

h i g h . T h i s a l l h a p p e s n when I am 1 7 / 1 8 y e a r s o l d a n d a r e s t a t i c f a c t o r s t h a t

I c a n n e v e r c h a n g e . G u t now when I am 51 y e a r s o l d a n d h a v e g r e a t e l y m a t u r e d ,

t h e s e r i s k s c r e e n i n g s c a n n o t be c h a n g e d , e v e r a n d a r e s t i l l u s e d a l l t h e s e

y e a r s l a t e r t o j u d g e my c h a r a c t e r f o r e l i g i b i l i t y i n t o may d i f f e r e n t r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

t y p e p r o g r a m s .

T h e n y o u h a v e t h e MDOC C l a s s i f i c a t i o n H a n d b o o k w h i c h s t a t e s t h a t a l l

p r i s o n e r s s e r v i n g l i f e o r l o n g i n d e t e r m i n a t e s e n t e n c e s s h o u l d be g i v e n t h e l o w e s t

p r i o r i t y f o r a l l p r o g r a m m i n g . U n l e s s t h e p r o g r a m m i n g i s a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r

j o b e m p l o y m e n t o r t h e t r a i n i n g w o u l d b e n e f i t t h e i n s t i t u i o n . T h e y a r e t o be

p l a c e d a t t h e b o t t o m o f a l l w a i t i n g l i s t s f o r e d u c a t i o n a l a n d t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g

p r o g r a m s . T h e y q u a l i f y t h i s b y s a y i n g t h a t t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g a n d v o c a t i o n a l

t e c h n o l o g y w i l l c h a n g e o v e r a p e r i o d o f 3 - 5 y e a r s a f t e r c o m p l e t i o n , m a k i n g t h e i r

k n o w l e d g e a b s o l e t e a n d t h e r e f o r e a w a s t e o f t i m e , s p a c e and r e s o u r c e s .

The MDOC does l i t t l e , i f a n y t h i n g , t o encourage h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n o u t s i d e

o f t h e few c o l l e g e degree programs t h a t i t a l l o w s t o be o f f e r e d a t one o f i t s

f e w " v o c a t i o n a l v i l i a g e s . " Gran ted t h e r e a r e v e r y few o l d f a s h i o n e d cor respondence

programs t h a t go t h r o u g h t h e s n a i l m a i l . There a r e even f e w e r t h a t w i l l a l l o w

you t o comp le te a degree program o r g r a n t you a degree unbass you a t t e n d a

r e q u i r e d amount o f c l a s s e s on campus. There a r e p l e n t y o f o n l i n e degree programs

o u t t h e r e f r om f a m i l i a r u n i v e r s i t i e s and c o l l e g e s . Bu t t h e MDOC w o n ' t a l l o w

p r i s o n e r ' s t o u t i l i z e any computers o r s t a f f and equ ipment i n p u r s u i t o f t h e s e

prog rams , wh ich t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a l l o w i n g a s c h o o l s t a f f member t o a c t as a

p r o c t o r t o s u p e r v i s e a p h y s i c a l exam f o r a approved cor respondence cou rse .

Then even i f you do f i n d a c o m p l e t e degree program and f i n i s h a l l t h e

c o u r s e r e q u i r m e n t s and are g r a n t e d a d e g r e e . . The MDOC w o n ' t r e c o g n i z e i t as

a m i t i g a t i o n e l e m e n t f o r your annua l s t a t i s i t c a l r i s k s c r e e n i n g and may n o t
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d o e s p r o m o t e some d e g r e e o f s t a b i l i t y a n d t h e o l d e r o f f e n d e r s c a n be s e e n a s

r o l e m o d e l s f o r t h e y o u n g e r o f f e n d e r s . When y o u p l a c e a 17 o r 18 y e a r o l d i n

a r o o m w i t h a 50 o r 60 y e a r o l d . You a r e c r e a t i n g a r e c i p e f o r f r i c t i o n and

d i s a s t e r .

I p e r s o n a l l y e x p e r i e n e d t h i s t h e o r y b e i n g a t t e m p t e d t o be p u t i n t o p r a c t i c e

i n t h e e a r l y 2 0 0 0 s a t C a r s o n C i t y ( D R F ) . They h a d s u c h a y o u n g p o p u l a t i o n i n

t h e l e v e l 2 p o l e b a r n u n i t s , t h a t t h i n g s w e r e l i t e r a l l y o u t o f c o n t r o l w i t h

t h e f t , a s s a u l t s , and v i o l e n c e . The w a r d e n h a d t h e i d e a t o move v o l u n t e e r s ,

s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h o s e w i t h l i f e s e n t e n c e s who h a d a l o t o f y e a r s s e r v e d , t o t h e

p o l e b a r n s s o t h e y w o u l d be a s t a b i l i z i n g i n f l u e n c e . A l l o f t h e u n i t c o u n s e l o r s

c a l l e d t h e l i f e r s i n t h e i r u n i t s t o t h e i r o f f i c e s a s k i n g f o r v o l u n t e e r s . To

& man, no l i f e r s v o l u n t e e r e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s " e x p e r i m e n t . "

J u s t a s i n t h e p o l i c y when I f i r s t a r r i v e d a t Gus H a r r i s o n a t A d f i a n ( A R F ) .

You h a d n o s a y i n who w o u l d be y o u r r o o m a t e . So i f t h e r e was a n y t y p e o f c o n f l i c t ,

r a c e , a g e , c r i m e , a n y t h i n g . I f y o u a t t e m p t e d t o a d d r e s s i t t o t h e u n i t s t a f f ,

y o u w e r e t o l d t o d e a l w i t h i t . W h i c h l e a d t o many f i g h t s , t h e f t s , a s s a u l t s , a n d

? r a p e s . I t w a s n ' t u n t i l t h e i s s u e was p r e s s e d w i t h a new w a r d e n t h a t i t was

s t a t e d t h e t i f a p e r i o d o f t i m e w e n t b y w i t h a d r o p i n c r i t i c a l i n c i d e n t s a n d

r e m a i n e d l o w , t h a t " f r i e n d l y " moves w o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d . F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e

c r i t i c a l i n c i d e n t s d r o p p e d a n d t h e new p o l i c y was p u t i n p l a c e . T h i s new p o l i c y

s o l v e da l o t o f u n d e r l y i n g i s s u e s a t t h a t f a c i l i t y t h a t h a d b e e n g o i n g on f o r y e a r s .

M i c h i g a n n e e d s t o r e e v a l u a t e how i t d e a l s w i t h j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s , t h o s e

who w e r e u n d e r t h e a g e o f 1 8 , p a s t , p r e s e n t , a n d f u t u r e when s e n t t o a d u l t

p r i s o n s . The l e g i s l a t u r e , g o v e r n o r , MDOC, a n d e d p e c i a l l y t h e P a r o l e B o a r d

n e e d s t o c h a n g e i t s m i n d s e t i n how t h e s e o f f e n d e r s a r e d e a l t : w i t h when i t

comes t o t h e p a r o l e p r o c e s s .

W h e t h e r a s e p a r a t e r e v i e w p a n e l o f t h r e e o r m o r e members n e e d s t o be c r e a t e d

a s a s t a n d a l o n e e n t i t y , o r a s a c l e a r i n g h o u s e t o make a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t o

t h e r e q u a l r p a r o l e b e a r d . A r o t a t i n g p a n e l o f t h r e e o f t h e c u r r e n t p a r o l e b o a r d

members c o u l d s e r v e a s i m i l a r f u n c t i o n . : ~ I n e i t h e r c a s e , t h o s e who a r e s e n t t o

p r i s o n _ u n d e r t h e a g e o f 16 n e e d ?ta be r e v i e w e d u n d e r a s e p a r a t e s e t o f c r i t e r i a

when i t comes t o p a r o l e r e v i e w . The e l e m e n t s o f y o u t h a s o u t l i n e d i n t h e U . S .

Sup reme C o u r t c a s e s n e e d s t o be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t , a l o n g w i t h t h e a b u n d e n c e

o f s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h s t u d i e s t h a t s u p p o r t e d t h o s e c o u r t d e c i s i o n s .

J u v e n i l e s a r e more amenable t o t h e a s p e c t s o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n t h a n a d u l t s
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who come t o p r i s o n f o r s i m i l a r c r i m e s a n d s i m i l a r s e n t e n c e s . T h e y s h o u l d n o t

be h e l d t o t h e same s t a n d a r d s a s a d u l t s , t h e y a r e n o t m i n a t u r e a d u l t s . T h i s

s h o u l d and d o e s n o t mean t h e y s h o u l d g e t a f r e e p a s s o r be p a r o l e d a t t h e i r

f i r e t e l i g i b i l i t y d a t e . I t means t h a t t h e i r a g e , m e n t a l i m m a t u r i t y , a n d l a c k

o f r i s k a n a l y s i s , shou ld be g i v e n some w e i g h t i n the m i t i g a t i o n o f t h e i r c r imes

a n d s e n t e n c e s .

The M i c h i g a n P a r o l e B o a r d n e e d s t o c h a n g e i t s d r a c o n i a n p h i l o s o p h y when i t

comes t o r e v i e w i n g p r i s o n e r s f o r p a r o l e . The c u r r e n t p a r o l e p r o c e s s f a i l s

t o t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e p r i s o n e r ' s j u v e n i l e s t a t u s a t t h e t i m e o f t h e o f f e n s e ,

a n d e f f e c t i v e l y f o r c e s t h e s e j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s t o s e r v e 4 d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e

a m o u n t o f t i m e when c o m p a r e d t o a d u l t o f f e n d e r s . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y e v i d e n t

i n c a s e s l i k e m i n e , w h e r e I was a 17 y e a r o l d j u v e n i l e s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e w i t h

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e . When t h e p a r o l e b o a r d d e n i e s p a r o l e b a s e d on t h e

s e v e r i t y o f my o f f e n s e , t h e y a r e e s s e n t i a l l y c o n v e r t i n g t h a t s e n t e n c e t o l i f e

w i t h o u t p a r o l e . T h i s a c t i o n d i s p l a c e s t h e r o l e o f t h e s e n t e n c i n g j u d g e a n d t h e

s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . W h i c h p l a c e s s u c h a c t i o n a t o d d s w i t h t h e Supreme C o u r t ' s

r e q u i r m e n t s t h a t s e n t e n c e s f o r j u v e n i l e s m u s t p r o v i d e a m e a n i n g f u l o p p o r t u n i t y

f o r r e l e a s e b a s e d on d e m o n s t r a t e d m a t u r i t y a n d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . I n d o i n g s o ,

u s i n g t h e s e v e r i t y o f t h e c r i m e t o d e n y r e l e a s e r e n d e r s
t h e p a r o l e b o a r d when

i d e n c e o f r e h a b i l i t e t i o n .
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p a r o l e mean ing less and trumps any ev

The M i c h i g a n P a r o l e Board v i o l a t e s t h e E igh th Amendment by d

j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s on t h i s b a s i s . The M ich igan P a r o l e Board g e t s r e a d y t o

i t p e r f o r m s a r i s k a s s e s e m e n t u s i n g a c o m m e r c i a l l y

OMPAS by a firm called NorthPoint. This is

e n y i n g p a r o l e t o

c o n d u c t a r e v i e w o r i n t e r v i e w ,

produced s o f t w a r e program c a l l e d C

a n a t i o n a l l y used r i s k assessment t o d l based on a sample s i z e o f o n l y 30,000

o f f e n d e r s b e t w e e n 2 0 0 5 a n d 2 0 0 5 , d e s i g n e d t o h e l p c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e p r a c t i o n e r s

t o d e t e r m i n e p l a c e m e n t , s u p e r v i s i o n , and c a s e - m a n a g e m e n t o f o f f e n d e r s i n c o m n u n i t y

a n d s e c u r e s e t t i n g s .

The q u e s t i o n s a r e e i t h e r a n s w e r e d b y

t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e a n d i s a l l o w e d t o h a v e

t h e o f f e n d e r s o r e x t r a c t e d f r o m t h e i r

f i l e s . An i n t e r v i e w e r a d m i n i s t e r s

u v e s t i o n s i n o r d e r t o b u i l d a r a p p o r t . Some q u e s t i o n s
some l e e w a y i n a s k i n g t h e q

w h i l e o t h e r s a r e s c o r e d on a n u m e r i c a l s c a l e .
a r e a n s w e r e d w i t h a y e s o r n o ,
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i s i n c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e s p i r i t o f t h e C o u r t ' s d e c i s i o n s i n Graham a n d M i l l e r .

The c l i n i c a l a s s e s s m e n t s u s e d b y t h e P a r o l e B o a r d a r e a l s o p r o b l e m a t i c

b e c a u s e t h e y do n o t l e n d t h e m s e l v e s e a s i l y t o a n y r e v i e w o r v a l i d a t i o n p r o c e s s .

B e c a u s e e a c h c l i n i c i a n i s r e l y i n g on t h e i r own s u b j e c t i v e m e t h o d o f c l i n i c a l

a n a l y s i s , a n d i t s d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e t h e i r a c c u r a c y - - t h e r e a r e n o t l i k e l y

t o be any a r t i c l e s o n D r . XXXXXXXX's p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t i v e m e t h o d . The i n d i v i d u a l

c l i n i c i a n i s a l s o u n l i k e l y , t o know how a c c u r a t e t h e y a r e , e s p e c i a l l y i n c r i m i n a l

p r e d i c t i o n s o f f u t u r e d a n g e r o u s n e s s . U n l e s s t h e y k e e p t r a c k o f a n o f f e n d e r ' s

s u b s e q u e n t c r i m i n a l h i s t o r y o r l a c k t h e r e o f , t h e y w i l l r e c i e v e no f e e d b a c k on

t h e i r p r e d i c t i o n .

WHAT DO YOU WANT MEMBERS OF YOUR COMMUNITY TO KNOW?

What my c o m m u n i t y n e e d s t a know i s t h a t when I c o m m i t t e d my c r i m e t h e

p e r s o n who I c o m m i t t e d i t a g a i n s t was n o t t h e o n l y v i c t i m . T h e r e many o t h e r

v i c t i m t h a t w e r e n o t s o o b v i o u s a n d t e n d t o be o v e r l o o k e d . Members o f t h e

v i c t i m ' s f a m i l y a r e v i c t i m s t o o , t h e y a r e i n d i r e c t l y and d i r e c t l y v i o l a t e d

b y t h e c r i m e s t h a t h a v e been c o m m i t t e d a g a i n s t a member o f t h e i r f a m i l y .

The members o f my f a m i l y a r e a l s o i n d i r e c t v i c t i m s i n my c r i m e . They

w e r e h u r t b y t h e p u b l i c ' s o p i n i o n a n d r i d i c u l e f o r my c r i m e . T h e y h a d t o be

o u t i n t h e c o m m u n i t y a s an a l m o s t c o n s t a n t r e m i n d e r o f w h a t h a p p e n e d .

By f a r t h e b i g g e s t i n d i r e c t v i c t i m s o f m y c r i m e , a r e t h o s e o f t h e c o m m u n i t y .

My c r i m e a f f e c t e d t h e c o m m u n i t y i n an u n t o l d n u m b e r o f w a y s . T h i s c o u l d h a v e

been a n y t h i n g f r o m b e i n g a f r a i d t o s t a y a l o n e a t h i g h t , a f r a i d t o w a i t a l o n e

f o r a b u s . They may h a v e bean a f r a i d t o go o u t i n p u b l i c a n d become h y p e r v i g i l a n t

o f p e o p l e " s t a r i n g " a t t h e m o r w a l k i n g b e h i n d t h e m .

To a l l o f t h e s e p e o p l e , I o w e t h e m a d e e p , h e a r t f e l t , a n d s i n c e r e a p o l o g y

f o r t h e d i r e c t a n d i n d i r e c t f e a r , a n x i e t y , a n d a l a r m t h a t I c a u s e d b y c o m m i t t i n g

my c r i m e . W h i l e t h e y w e r e n o t t h e a c t u a l v i c t i m o f my c r i m e , i t s t i l l t o u c h e d

t h e m a l l i n u n k n o w n ways t h a t may h a v e l a s t e d f o r an e x t e n d e d p e r i o d o f t i m e .

T h e r e i s no way f o r me t o r e a l l y know j u s t how much e m o t i o n a l damage I c r e a t e d

when I c o m m i t t e d my c r i m . I c a n o n l y i m a g i n e t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l t r a u m a t h a t

I c a u s e d t h e m a l l .

F o r a l l o f t h a t I am d e e p l y a n d t r u l y s o r r y f o r w h a t t h e y e x p e r i e n c e d

b e c a u s e o f me and my u n t h i n k i n g a c t i o n s . T h e r e i s n o t a day t h a t g o e s b y t h a t

I d o n ' t r e g r e t the a c t i o n s o f my c r ime and how i f a f f e c t e d a l l t h o s e b o t h d i r e c t l y

a n d i n d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d . M e r e w o r d s c a n n o t e x p r e s s e n o u g h o f how s o r r y I f e e l

ee
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f o r w h a t e v e r y o n e w e n t ? t h r o u g h , and t h e r e i s no way t h a t I c a n e x p r e s s t h a t

e n o u g h t o them a l l .

WHAT DO YOU WANT A C T I V I S T S TO KNOW?

What a c t i v i s t s need t o know i s t h a t j u s t b e c a u s e t h e r e h a s b e e n o v e r w h e l m i n g

s u c c e s s i n r e f o r m i n g t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e and c a r c e r a l s y s t e m s i n t h e U . S . b y

m a k i n g t h e s e n t e n c i n g o f a n y o n e u n d e r t h e a g e o f 18 t o t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y o r

l i f e w i t h o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l v i o l a t i o n o f t h e E i g h t h

A m e n d m e n t . The f i g h t f o r j u v e n i l e j u s t i c e r e f o r m i n t h e U . S . i s f a r f r o m o v e r .

Y e s , we h e v e made p r o g r e s s t o make a d i f f e r e n c e i n t h o s e j u v e n i l e s u n d e r 18

a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i r c r i m e s f r o m b e i n g a n d / o r r e m a i n i n g s e n t e n c e d t o d e a t h o r

l i f e w i t h o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e . T h e r e a r e s t i l l t h o s e o f u s j u v e n i l e s

who w e r e s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e who n e e d t o be ? l o o k e d

a t n e x t . I n some s t a t e s , l i k e M i c h i g a n , t h o s e l i f e w i t h p a r o l e s e n t e n c e s a r e

d e f a c t o l i f e w i t h o u t p e r o l e s e n t e n c e s .
J u s t b e c a u s e c o p a p e r t h e s e n t e n c e s a y s t h a t we a r e e l i g i b l e f o r p a r o l e

d o e s n o t mean t h a t ' s how p o l i c i e s and p r o g r a m m i n g a r e a p p l i e d t o u s . M e a n i n g

t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y on p a p e r d o e s , i n f a c t } , p r o v i d e a " m e a n i n g f u l o p p o r t u n i t y "

a s d e f i n e d b y t h e Sup reme C o u r t .

P e o p l e l i k e B a r b r a L e v i n e o f C A P P S - - C i t i z e n s A l l i a n c e on P r i s o n s and P u b l i c

S p e n d i n g a n d M a r s h a L e v i c k o f t h e J u v e n i l e Law C e n t e r , h a v e done s o much i n

r e p r e s e n t i n g j u v e n i l e l i f e r e i n t h e n a t i o n ' s c o u r t s and b e i n g a d r i v i n g f o r c e

b e h i n d t h e m u l t i t u d e o f r e s e a r c h s t u d i e s .

G r o u p s l i k e t h e ACLU, t h e P h i l l i p s B l a c k P r o j e c t , The Pew C e n t e r on t h e

S t a t e s , C i t i z e n s R e s e a r c h C o u n c i l o f M i c h i g a n , t h e M a r s h a l l P r o j e c t , a n d t h e

S e n t e n c i n g P r o j e c t h a v e a l l d o n e s u c h h a r d l o n g w o r k t o g e t u s w h e r e we a r e

t o d a y . B u t a g a i n , I s t a t e t h e w a r i s f a r f r o m b e i n g o v e r . As l o n g as t h e r e

a r e j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r s s e n t e n c e d t a l i f e s e n t e n c e s , w h e t h e r t h e y be l i f e w i t h o u t

p a r o l e , l i f e w i t h p a r o l e , o r d e f a c t o l i f e s e n t e n c e s f o r t h o s e o f u s i n c a r c e r a t e d

when we w e r e l e s s t h a n 1 8 y e a r s o l d . We n e e d t o c a r r y on t h e i m p o r t a n t w o r k

w h i l e t h a r e i s t h e s u p p o r t a n d momentum.

The s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h o f s u c h s c h o l a r l y r e s e a r c h s c i e n t i s t s a s : B e a t r i z

L u n a , E l i z a b e t h S c o t t , L a u r e n c e S t e i n b e r g , E l i z a b e t h C a u f f m a n , Thomas G r i s s o ,

J a y A r o n s o n , W i l l i a m B e r r y , I I I , B a r r y F e l d , a n d J e f f r e y A r n e t t , t o name a f e u .

I s s t i l l o n g o i n g a n d we a r e l e a r n i n g new t h i n g s e v e r y d a y a b o u t j u v e n i l e b r a i n

d e v e l o p m e n t a n d i t s a f f e c t on t h e i r b e h a v i o r . T h i s new i n f o r m a t i o n n e e d s t o
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be l o o k e d a t a n d u s e d t o c o n t i n u e t h e w o r k t o g e t l i f e s e n t e n c e s o f a n y t y p e

b a n n e d f o r a n y o n e u n d e r t h e a g e o f 18 a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i r c r i m e .

Every y e a r f r om a b o u t 2015, t h e r e has been a p r o v i s i o n s e c t i o n i n the

M ich i gan S t a t e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Budge t . I n S e c t i o n 615, o f a l l subsequen t

a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l s i t s t a t e s f o r t h e MDOC:

S e c . 6 1 5 ( 1 ) . The d e p a r t m e n t s h a l l s u b m i t a r e p o r t d e t a i l i n g t h e n u m b e r

o f p r i s o n e r s who h a v e r e c e i v e d l i f e i m p r i s o n m e n t s e n t e n c e s w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y

o f p a r o l e a n d who a r e c u r r e n t l y e l i g i b l e f o r p a r o l e t o t h e s e n a t e a n d h o u s e

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s s u b c o m m i t t e e s on c o r r e c t i o n s , t h e s e n a t e a n d h o u s e f i s c a l a g e n c i e s ,

t h e l e g i s l a t i v e c o r r e c t i o n s o m b u n d s m a n , a n d t h e s t a t e b u d e t d i r e c t o r b y A p r i l 3 0 .

( 2 ) . The r e p o r t s h a l l i n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n o n p a r o l e b l e l i f e r s

who h a v e s e r v e d m o r e t h a n 25 y e a r s : p r i s o n e r name, MDOC I D n u m b e r , p r e f i x ,

o f f e n s e f o r w h i c h l i f e t e r m i s b e i n g s e r v e d , c o u n t y o f c o n v i c t i o n , a g e a t t i m e

o f o f f e n s e was c o m m i t t e d , c u r r e n t a g e , r a c e , g e n d e r , t r u e s e c u r i t y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,

d a t e s o f p a r o l e b o a r d f i l e r e v i e w s , d a t e s o f p a r o l e b o a r d i n t e r v i e w s , p a r o l e

g u i d e l i n e s s c o r e s , a n d r e a s o n f o r d e c i s i o n n o t t o r e l e a s e .

B u t y e t i n t h e m o r e t h a n 5 y e a r s t h i s r e p o r t h a s b e e n b e i n g g e n e r a t e d a n d

f i l e d e a c h y e a r , n o t h i n g h a p p e n s , i t g e t s f i l e d a n d n e v e r r e a d . T h e s e a c t i v i s t

g r o u p s n e e d t o g e t t h e s e r e p o r t s a n d g e t t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t o s t a r t a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s

a s t o w h y j u v e n i l e s a r e b e i n g made t o s e r v e up t o 50 y e a r s b a f o r e t h e y r e c e i v e

any t y p e o f s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r p o s s i b l e p a r o l e .

Based on a r e v i e w o f s t a t i s t i c e s f r om the MDOC S t e t i s t i c a l Manuals f r om

1998-2015 , shows t h a t t h e r e have o n l y been 293 peop le sen tenced to t h e MDOC

f o r my same c r i m e . Out o f t h a t 293, o n l y 15 a r e s e r v i n g a l i f e s e n t e n c e , wh ich

c l e a r l y shows a g r a v e d i s p a r i t y i n s e n t e n c i n g . There a r e a l s o o n l y 86 j u v e n i l e

l i f e r s who were unde r 18 a t t h e t ime o f t h e i r c r i m e s . On ly 9 o f these a r e

s e r v i n g l i f e sen tences f r om the coun t y i n which I was sen tenced . .

There a r e l i m i t a t i o n s t o t h e p r e d i c t i o n o f b e h a v i o r i n j u v e n i l e s and

examin ing t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f a d u l t b e h a v i o r i s a p l a c e t o s t a r t . I f j u d g e s ,

j u r i e s , and p s y c h o l o g i s t s c a n n o t r e l i a b l y p r e d i c t t h e f u t u r e b e h a v i o r r e l i a b l y

o r the l i k e l i h o o d o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i n f u l l y deve loped a d u l t s , then t h e y a r e

l e s s l i k e l y t o be a b l e t o p r e d i c t t h e f u t u r e b e h a v i o r o f j u v e n i l e s . Ample

resea rch has demons t ra ted t h a t p r e d i c t i n g a d u l t b e h a v i o r , e s p e c i a l l y decades

i n t o the f u t u r e , i s i n c r e d i b l y d i f f i c u l t a t b e s t .

B o t h c o u r t s a n d c o m m e n t a t o r s a l i k e a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t p r e d i c t i o n s o f f u t u r e
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C e n t r a l t o e n s u r i n g t h a t s e n t e n c e s a r e r a t i o n a l a n d p r o p o r t i o n a l u n d e r t h e E i g h t h

Amendmen t . T r a d i t i o n a l l y , t h e Sup reme C o u r t has l o o k e d p r i m a r i l y a t t h e n a t u r e

o f t h e o f f e n s e t o a s s e s s p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y . I n t h e c a s e o f j u v e n i l e s , t h e C o u r t

m o d i f i e d i t s t r a d i t i o n a l E i g h t h Amendment a n a l y s i s t o f o c u s s p e c i f i c a l l y o n

t h e u n i q u e a t t r i b u t e s a n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r i n r e v i e w i n g

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y o f s e n t e n c e s . T h i s r e d u c e d c u l p a b i l i t y o f j u v e n i l e s r e n d e r s

any t y p e o f l i f e s e n t e n c e i n h e r e n t l y d i s p o r p o r t i o n a t e u n d e r t h e E i g h t h Amendment

a n d t h u s c a t e g o r i c a l l y i m p e r m i s s i b l e .

W h i l e s c i e n c e c a n n o t g u a g e m o r a l c u l p a b i l i t y , s c i e n t i s t s h a v e s h e d l i g h t

on some m e a s u r a b l e a t t r i b u t e s t h a t t h e l a w h a s l o n g t r e a t e d a s h i g h l y r e l e v a n t

t o c u l p a b i l i t y a n d t h e a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s o f p u n i s h m e n t . A j u v e n i l e ' s p r o f o u n d

d i f f e r e n c e f r o m a d u l t ' s u n d e r m i n e t h e p o s s i b l e p e n o l o g i c a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n s f o r

p u n i s h i n g a j u v e n i l e o f f e n d e r w i t h a s e n t e n c e t h a t g u a r a n t e e s h e w i l l d i e i n ,

p r i s o n w i t h o u t a n y m e a n i n g f u l o p p o r t u n i t y t o o b t a i n r e l e a s e . The s i g n a t u r e q u a l i t i e s

o f a d o l e s c e n c e r e d u c e j u v e n i l e s ' c u l p a b i l i t y and i n c r e a s e t h e i r c a p a c i t y f o r

c h a n g e . C o n d e m n i n g a n i m m a t u r e , v u l n e r a b l e , and n o t - y e t - f u l l y - f o r m e d a d o l e s c e n t

t o l i v e e v e r y r e m a i n i n g d a y o f t h e i r l i f e i n p r i s o n e r - - w h a t e v e r t h e c r i m e - -

i s t h u s a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e p u n i s h m e n t .

A n o t h e r t h i n g t h a t m o s t p e o p l e o u t s i d e t h e MDOC and many o f u s i n s i d e t h e

s y s t e m i s t h e m o n o p o l y t h a t h a s d e v e l o p e d b e t w e e n t h e MDOC and c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c

c o m p a n i e s . Take f o r i n s t a n c e t h e n e w p r i v i t i z a t i o n o f a l l t h e MDOC p r i s o n e r

s t o r e s i n t o a c o n t r a c t w i t h K e e f e / A c c e s s . I t u s e d t o be e a c h f a c i l i t y m a i n t a i n e d

i t s own p r i s o n e r s t o r e a n d c o u l d c o n t r a c t w i t h w h a t e v e r v e n d o r s i t w a n t e d t o ,

i n c l u d i n g i n s t a t a a n d l o c a l v e n d o r s . The o v e r a l l p r o f i t m a r g i n c o u l d n o t

e x c e e d 8% p r o f i t a n n u a l l y , w h i c h m e a n t t h a t come S e p t e m b e r o f e a c h y e a r , i f

t h e p r o f i t e a r n e d e x c e e d e d t h e 8% l i m i t , t h e s t o r e h a d t o s e e l i t e m s a t r e d u c e d

c o s t t o b a l a n c e t h e e x c e s s p r o f i t w i t h l o s s e s t o m a i n t a i n t h e 8%.

B u t now t h e MDOC h a s p r i v i t i z e d t h e c o n t r a c t a n d t h a t 8% h a s d i s a p p e a r e d

f r o m MDOC p o l i c y . Now t h a t we h a v e o n l y o n e s i n g l e v e n d o r f o r o u r s t o r e g o o d s ,

t h e y c a n c h a r g e w h a t e v e r p r i c e t h e y w a n t . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e a v e r a g e r a t e o f

i n c r e a s e t h a t i s u s e d b y t h e MDOC a n d K e e f e / A c c e s s i s t o c h a r g e 1 . 5 t i m e s t h e

w h o l e s a l e c o s t o f e a c h i t e m a n d u s e t h a t as t h e r e t a i l p r i c e p r i s o n e r s a n d t h e i r

f a m i l i e s p a y . The a v e r a g e b a g o f f r e e z e d r i e d o o f f e e c o s t s K e e f e / A c c e s s $ 2 . 4 2

p e r 3 o u n c e b a g , b u t t h e y s e l l i t t o p r i s o n e r s s t a c o s t o f $ 3 . 6 3 , t h a t t s 1 . 5

t i m e s t h e w h o l e s a l e c o s t . So a s a p e r c e n t a g e , t h a t ' s 1 5 0 % m a r k u p o n e a c h i t e m .




