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Christopher Reece #437961
Bellamy Creek Correctional Facility
1727 west blue water highway
lonia, Mi 48864

| was bom May, 1st 1986 in Kalamazoo, Michigan to a single mother and eighteen month old older sister. | don't
remember my father because he left when | w a s two years o f old. | do however remember being a toddler in the
nursery room a t a Mormon church that my mother had become a member of. every Sunday me, my mother , and

sister were the only three a t tendees o f the one hundred or so congregation.
By a g e f ive I jo ined the cubscou ts which was led by a brother elder of the church. | really enjoyed being in cubscouts.
| enjoyed being the p inewood Derby's, camping, playing capture the flag, and going to the safe Halloween downtown.
(at the time | w a s also d iagnosed with ADHD and prescribed Ritalin which | really did not like taking. and so | didn't.
af ter refusing to take the medicat ion over and over again, whi le still having major impulsive and angry outburst, my
mother gave my school principal permission to hide the Ritalin in a poptart and give it to me to consume everyday a t
a certain t ime. | t hen began to. not ice that every t ime | consumed the poptart that I'd become to lazy and drowsy and
couldn't p lay with the other kids dur ing recess. so one day | told my sister about the poptarts and she told me that the
school hid pitts in the poptarts. | then made since to me then why the poptarts were always in halves. so the nex t day
at school | found the pill in the poptarts and| l i t e r a l l y went crazy. | haven't eaten a poptart s ince then and | a m now

thirty fou r yea rs old.) s o cubscou ts w a s my outlet from the ADHD.
by age e ight I had graduay f rom being a cub scout to Boy scout. | earned merit badges in archery, fishing, swimming,
first aid, cooking, ice fishing, knot tying, fire starting, and several others. by this time | was blessed with a five year old
brother who participated with me in the safe Halloween except for this time instead of doing the trick or treating we
were the ones dressed up as Sparky the fire dog and Scuff Mcgruff the crime dog. so you had two young black boys
dressed up as Sparky and Scruf, holding, hugging, giving candy to, and playing with babies and small children of ail
races. we enjoyedSbing it more than ever.
at age eight | was also baptised and ordained the first black deacon with the church of Jesus Christ of latter day
saints congregation on Croydon and Drake Ave. in Kalamazoo, Mi. my duties as a deacon were to pass out the
sacrament every sunday and greet ail of the congregation as they entered.
at the age of ten my grandmother had passed away so we moved from out of the housing project to live in my
grandmas house. moving from the projects was like moving to another town because living out there a person (child)
literalty rarely left the proj for anything because everything that was needed was accessible either in the complex
or directly near it. I.e. Laundromat, food store, thrift store, community center, baseball park, and not to mention the
entire ?Complex. was one close knit community. living in the new home was definitely different. we had a few friends
around the neighborhood who we weren't close with but acquainted with from the few times out of a year visiting my
grandma. changing schools was hardest and in general things had gotten even harder because we were outo f
section eight housing(more bills), mother worked longer hours (so | had to be at home and could no longer play
basketball ball for the salvation army), and we had no supervision while she was at work. the only supervision we had
was from a beautiful older lady who we called Ms. Christine, and she was unwantedly designated to watch every kid
on the short block.
speaking o f the block. me, m y brother, and sister had become targets for v io lence by other kids ( in reality young
gangs) who lived on the other side of the block. w e w e r e forced to f ight everyday. not because we wan ted to, bu t
because w e w e r e att tacted. one day | specif ical ly remember we w e r e walk ing home from the store buying food and
snacks and w e were j u m p e d by twelve boys who in the event stole our groceries. af ter count less vio lent

engagements with this tr ibe o f kids w e eventual ly gained their respect (if that's wha t you wan t to cal} it) and
eventual ly, odd ly became thei r fr iends. probably because they knew that we wou ld never back down from any form o f

bullying n o r would w e tolerate any abuse. wha t they didn't know about us that d is t inguished us from other kids they
terror ized is that we had previously been in a abus ive relat ionship with a step dad who abused us for years and

viciously beat us everyday, m e and m y sister was kidnapped, molested, and rarely escaped before the whi te man
could murder us, and we simply w e r e just fed up wi th being victims. w e held onto lo$€ o f unheal thy anger. ( at this
t ime no one knew about the sexual abuse. they only knew abot?the kidnapping)

1998 | w a s twelve years old. I m e t a group o f boys who lived directly across the street from us and we instantly
became best fr iends, like brothers. they w e r e part o f a cultural organizat ions called ?Ujima Project" which | really
d idn ' t l ike attending, and l ikewise they didn't like attending the all whi te church | attended. so | agrees to attend the
Afr ican cultural events and m y brothers agreed t o attend the Mormon services. wha t capt ivated m y bros attention and
desired t h e m to cont inue t o keep attending our church was the way that w e all greeted one another as brother and
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Sister nom a t t e r their race, ethnici ty, o r f inancial class etc. and the brothers and sisters our age related to us ( more than w e

imagined) and they s p o k e our language even though they w e r e suburban and w e w e r e innerc i t y .

that yeardur ing the summer me and the boys obtained jobs doing com detasseling in order to lighten the load on our
mothers during school shopping. we enjoyed going to the YMCA to play ball. | also spent a lot of time alone going to
the museum, art gallery,
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the library, and places such a s the Radisson Hotel to apply for a job that | knew | wasn ' t eligible for. one part icular
night af ter going to the Y,solo, for a swim, | was chased and jumped by literally thirty members of the Woodbury street
kids gang.( well actual ly only approximately ten of them put hands on me. ) the only thing that saved me that night
w a s two of the girls who were sisters of the gang told the boys to stop because they had realized who | was and then
another gang m e m b e r real ized that | was his neighbors cousin who he friended ar?neighbored for a long time. | w a s
safe that night but that didn't s top individuals from this gang from pursuing me. | mean | couldn' t go anywhere without
being chased around or j u m p e d after being convinced that I'd be engaging in a one on one fight. eventual ly I'd
became fed up and fearless. | started to hunt and single out these kids and beat them up one by one. somet imes I'd
attack t w o or three o f them win, lose, or draw. after about a year or so | somehow had lots o f fr iends who gravi tated to
me and want f o f ight for or with me. ( | didnt wan t that to happen). as t ime went on | began to get acquainted with
some o f the Woodbury gang and | didn't have any problems with them but the psychological damage w a s already
done. I'd become a fighter and used vio lence to solve all of my problems.
by age fourteen | was arrested for the first t ime for retail fraud. initially | was afraid to steal because my mothers way
of discipl ine w a s shor t o f chi ld abuse and very unapologetic. she played no games. but after three months of see ing
my fr iends ( ano ther group o f fr iends from around the corner, not my brothers.) steal n ice clothes, shoes, videos,
games, and other things, | dec ided to be leamed on how to shoplift. after stealing several o f t imes it had become like
second nature to the point o f m e having money to buy things ye t | would steal the merchandise anyway. overt ime the

ideas o f cr ime had progressed f rom retail f raud to more serious crimes.
During my tenth g rade year right af ter complet ing drivers education, | was sentenced to two weeks iuvenile detent ion
and had become w a r d o f the court for a retail fraud and B&E. ( B&E for waiting on the s - inside porch of
an abandon house. | left m y report ca rd in there,a l though | didn't vandal ize the house | w a s charged. | w a s guil ty

b e c a u s e i t w a s B & E n o m a t t e r how Iput i t . ) .

after two w e e k s in the juvy | w a s placed in juveni le school which was connected to the detent ion center and nex t to
the cour t house. | did ext remely good in school and obtained a job at McDonald's. so everyday after school | had to
run twelve blocks home, wash up, ge t dressed, then catch the metro bus to work. | really enjoyed work ing because |

was able to have garaunteed risk free income to buy shoes, clothes, pay my cell phone bill,( cr icket phone) and do
someth ing nice for somebody .
one day after be ing chewed out for being late for work | was told that | wou ld be fired and | w a s upset because|
couldn' t contro l when o u r school fet o u t . t h e time fluctuated due to it being juveni le school. but m y boss
wouldn ' t l isten to m e so | had no intentions to return to work. | decided to hang out with the misunders tood chi ldren of
soc iety w h o in my opinion never had a chance because just like my situation the cour ts w e r e w a y to qu i ck to lock me
up and take me out o f public school and place me in alternative. | should've remained in publ ic schools because my
grades were great. but | still had m y mother, a home, a support system. many o f these kids had nothing. wha t w e ail

needed as chi ldren was someone to listen to us, ask us what we wan ted and needed in o rde r to become healthy. w e
all needed love, support, understanding, and taught how to cope with our situations. (we needed a protect ive force).
bu t w e all unders tood each other so o f course we connected and from that point on our cr imes progressed and some
of us w e r e sent to pr ison or ja i l a t a g e sixteen.
late 2004 | w a s now eighteen yea rs old and finally off court supervision. | w a s back in good te rms with my former

scout leader/ mentor and th ings were going great. (SEE A T T A C H E D ESSAY TITLED " R O B B E D BY THE SYSTEM" )

After the 2005 incident | had complete ly given up. in m y mind any product ive heaithy life w a s over with. | honest ly
bel ieved that a t any given t ime | could be incarcerated for no reason again. | jus t wish that | had somebody back then
who would 've bought to m y consc ious the reality that the chances of ME being falsley accused and locked up again

w e r e very low percentage. maybe ! would 've used that exper ience to grow a n d used that ange r in a healthy way.
looking back, knowing wha t | know now, and looking forward, | know that Godh e s > a great purpose for my life and

me being his chi ld has everything to do with w h y | went through w h a t | w e n t through and how | survived so much.

My very first prison w a s Michigan reformatory lonia in 2007 when it re-opened. M R w a s a level four max imum
security prison where inmates a r e locked down for twenty one hour?a day minus the wa lk to and from the chow hall,

yard, and s h o w e r times. | w a s twenty o n e years old at the time and MR w a s nerve wreck ing. the prison looks like a

cast le from the mid evil era and due to us reopening the pr isor r t he rewe ren ' t any real structure on howa e
when things w e r e going to be run. everyday w a s someth ing d i f fe ren t fhere w e r e no s:amily or fr iends. just me.

were lots of gangs, rel igious organizat ions w h o opera te like gangs, lots o f prison made knives, and in order to be in
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certain places on the yard you had to be apart of agang, group, o r know someone. the showers were public sh
o w e r s

meaning absoluety zero privacy.( just like in the movies). the older inmates in my opinion were categorized as the
following: A. Physical threatening predators which use threats or violence to get what thy want, B. manipulative social
predators who prtened to be like a cool O.G and act as if they schooling

(2 S e m e n
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younger inmates when really they have some alterior motives, and C. real O.G.s who are like big brothers w h o kept
everything real w i th the younger men and instead o f trying to gain from y o they gave to you. they were clean, had
values and morals, educated, and zero tolerance for bullshit and wil l tell you flat out if you are on bullshit. m o s t o f the

C. category were in the Nat ion o f Islam.
| only stayed at M R for three weeks ! believe and was transfered to lonia Bellamy Creek in December 2007. IBC w a s
another level four facilitiy. it a lso w a s extremely violent. there were stabbings everyday that w e weren' t on lockdown. |!

wasn ' t part of any gang at the t ime but | did hang around some guys who were from my. eighborhood who were
affiliated with the gangster disciples. the officers in mi opinion were simply doing - expected of correct ions
officers. unfortunately for these officers their job? w a s fo control the gangs and maintain _ order. so if a pr isoner

were a in group, large or small, they were going to be harassed and shook down regularly. IBC | bel ieve a t thet i m e

was so crazy because of the overall young population and aggressiveness of the officers tactics toward the large age
gap, and the fact that m o s t o f the inmates were minority. ( in fact | th ink that the large population o f minori t ies in
certain places and the a g e g a p of the whi te officers, you have a bunch of young m e n who grew up father less and

unguided, in prison beingo v e r s e e nB y , S i e h a men who were for the most part guided by dad or protect ivef a c t o r
and they a have dif ferent percept ions, t f ldoks in life going back and forth in unheal thy dialect, anger , and all
sorts of insanity trying to ?habilitate? a human in an inhumane department of incorrect ions and the fact that the
inmates do not understand the guards and vise versa only self habilitation is possible.)
My Third Prison w a s St. Louis Correct ional facility. SLF was another level four facility and al o t l ike IBC as far as the
violent nature w a s concemed. by this t ime | had become a close againtence of the Bloods gang. whi le at IBC |

decided to beat up a suppor ter o f another gang who tried to extort me. by the Bloods being small in number a t the

time,when | was in segregation w e all agreed to rock out if it was to ever go down. with that said | wasn ' t necessar i ly
obligated but | was personal ly obl igated to assist those who assisted me because if it weren' t for us sticking together
one of us would 've gotten seriously hurt at IBC.( it was nicknamed Bloody creek for a reason).
so now | w a s one o f those people who perfered to be alone, workout, go to church serv ices or whatever, but very so
often there | was with a group o f inmates on the yard and o f course rightfully harassed by officers. af ter settling in and

finding a routine | eventually was able to maintain jobs which turned my twenty two hour lockdown into seventeen
hour lock down and | also spent a lot of t ime in the law library. | experienced my first sense f unfairness at SLF when

| was prosecuted and acquitted they basically used an officer: i e rd against my word took o u r chances at trial butthe jury believed me s o that says a lot about lies andc o m u p t i c t e exposed. when | w a s in segregat ion based

ona l i e o f a corrections officer (which it is way to easy for them to do) | was very outraged to the point where | wanted
the officer harmed. | actual ly hated the officer. but we all know what Shakespeare says about hating people... w e

become just like them. so w e hate ourselves. | never experienced being actual ly beat up by any officers at SLF b u t !
did hear lots o f stories abou t inmates getting beat up and experiencing racially motivated incidents in a m certain place

leading to segregation where there weren' t p u t now are cameras.
After SLF | was sent to Muskegon level four, Carson city level four, and oaks level four, all of which | wasn't there

long enough to experience or observe. | w a s sent from oaks to lonia Maximum facility which is a level five facility.
Imax was a twenty three hour lockdown unless you had a job or some form of schooling.( by this t ime ! w a s receiving

treatment from mental health. | wasn't outpatient and on medication but | was in the crisis intervention sect.)
| remember being in the transport van on my way to Imax talking to the officers about my situation and they told me

flat out that | was on my way to doing my entire maximum sentence. so instead of doing m y minimum o f ten years |

would end up doing upward towards my thirty year max. their words hit me hard especial ly wh i le | was in segregation
at Imax where | witnessed several inmates max out on 15, 25, and 30 year sentences !. | decided right then and there

t o m a k e a plan, set some goals, and work towards executing the plan. my goals were to get ou t o f segregation, obtain

a job, participate in groups, reduce my custody level points, and eventually parole.
once | got ou t of segregation everything wen t according to plan (accept for falling in love wi th my psychologist who
was only months older than myself) up until | was placed in segregation for al legedly participating in another inmates

escape. me and another guy was placed in segregation for two months because we both resembled the guy who tried
to escape but at the time me and the other guy h # n o idea as to why we were being detained. all they wrote on our
paper work was that they had us on camera "participating in another inmates escape". my first day in segregation for

the al leged escape | l i teral ly cried nonstop because | made a vow to my mother that | w a s done with making bad
decisions and also | though? that | was going to be railroaded and sentenced to five more years. in my mind I t hough t?

?the teclity peop lea r e a b o u t r a i o a d m e these thoughts came after my mother wrote me saying that she called
ity and the admin i o n er that | was seen on came ing i i i

B o l e s f o n d out that ra and | was being investigated by the state police.

ee
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(
being in segregation on a Notice o f intent to conduct an investigation for wha t | was in for | was only supposed to stay

in segregation until the conclusion of the investigation by the statepo l i ce . :

while in segregation the officers were foul towards me. they made nasty comments every t ime they c a m e b y . they
took food off o f my trays. they used racial slurs and comments. they refused to advance me in levels in the i r incent ive

program, and they refused me for yard everyday. that's when| f i n a l l y broke and tried to cut m y wr is t off. af ter be ing
cleared by my psychologist the same day| tried to do it again. and once again she cleared me the same day. her
decisions were based on not want ing to keep me on suicide watch for three days and me needing to wri te in order to
cope. | began t o keep my cell dark and pace back and forth thinking about death all day. | also thought abou t harming
officers. that's how hateful being in such a helpless place as such seeing officers intent ional ly starve inmates for
days, give your mail to some other inmate on purpose, or you see your family photos torn up and in the to i le t , { tha t

happens way too much. )
after numerous calls to the state police and writing a grievance | was eventually transfered to Marque t te Branch
Prison level five. M B P w a s built exactly l ike MRI ?in the form of a castle with bars just a lot bigger with a open
gallery that you could jum pushed from. | was relieved to be away from Imax and al though | w a s across the
bridge | was in a good space because | w a s still misconduct free and in a posit ion to carry on and ach ieve m y goals. |

also was. able to patch things back up w n a e S and obtained he trust and undying suppor t back. wh i le at M B P
| obtained employment as a unit porter and wi out a lot. the officers were respectful towards me. however | did
see them do some foul p lay and talk down on gang members ando t h e r troubled inmates. (which in don' t expec t on a
moral level but o f course in prison officers are going to be aggressive to out do the predators.)
my perception of the M B P custody staff being decent people changea wnen | had finally worked my points down t o
level one custody points and a situation occured where | refused to help another inmate lie on severa l of f icers
allegeding that they tore up all o f his legal mail and through a bunch of his personal property away. the pr isoner w h o

I'm referring to I'll name him D'andre.
D'andre showed everyone the grievance response where | told the Sgt. overseeing the invest igat ion that | didn ' t see,
hear, or know anything and that | don't witness for nobody. as a result lots o f inmates sided wi th me, but unfor tunate ly
due to a large population o f inmates not liking the officers in question, a lot of inmates sided wi th D'andre. the Bloods
who I'd been avoiding for the pas t three years? got wind if the situation and approached me basical ly tel l ing m e that
I'm always going to be a Blood and that they were riding with me. they offered me a knife and a wa l l that they had
planned t o set up s o that ! could stab D'Andre and get away with it. | had so much ange r and frusterat ion a t the t ime
that | wanted to stab him. | then found out exactly how bad the officers didn't like D'Andre w h e n one day w h i l e on the
yard thé/took him in the off icers station for a shake down and then let him go. they then took me in for a shake down
and told me that D'andre wasn ' t armed and that they wanted me to stab him. they said he w a s a rat and needed t o

get tooken care of. xr

n ew a y s after the Superbow! 2-2-1. D a n a r ea t t a c k e d me on the fourth gal lery and had abso lu te l y no cho ice but to
aon . was taken t o segregat ion and placed on administrative segregat ionapter being found guil ty of the

on 2-28-15 | locked two cells away from an inmate who 's last name was ReeSe. one ni i i

penis to a female officer. the next night | w a s awaken by a Sgt. who reviewed the s o n a lT e i s c o r d u c t w i t h poe ante

ReeSes name on it and my lock on it. | ta lked to the woman who wrote the misconduct the nex t day and she told me
that there was nothing that she could do about the misconduct and | had to deal with it. | w a s fur ious because | had
now accumulated eight points which were still level two points but the chances of me transferring w e r e s l im due t o the

segregation placement an?sexual misconduct. | had major major thinking errors at the t ime because | began to sel f
sabotage. | had it in my mind that since | was in trouble for something that | didn't initiate | may as wel l a c t u a l do
something to mess up things fro myself. ( yeah, sounds crazy but | did it.) so every off icer who wa lked pas¢! . d

myself to, male and female. the male officers thought that | w a s just doing my thing for the most a r t some o f the
women said nothing and wrote no tickets. some gave wamings but still never wro te a ticket. af ter 5 umulating tw

S e e ei sbeled amisconduc ts , a o lde r inmate told me that if | kept on receiving thoset y p e o fm i s c o n d u c t s h a t |
sexual deviant and would nev i

a p a r a i z e d to m o s t o f t h e m w h i c h w a s e v e n m o r e e m b a r r a s s i n g r a k e? i i ? fee l b a d b e c a u s e t h e w o m e n w e r e
mothers . i i i

d i s r e s p e c t e d . _ n i e c e s , w i v e s , a n d t h e y d e s e r v e d to b e a b l e t o w o r k i n * m e n ' s fac i l i t y w i t h o u t b e i n g

a ii . : . .

fter being releasé from segregat ion | obtained a job as a food service worker. | tr ied coun t less t imes t o fo rce the
t t f . :

D t
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- on 7-31-15 | was attacked again but by a memeber of D'andres organization. ! could've potentially beat the

ticket but | had blacked both of his eyes. the only reason | didn't stopfighting at the demands of the officers was

because | was
blinded by the gas and he wouldn't stop fighting so why in the hell would |stop!?.

January 2016 | was transfered to Baraga level five after accumulat ing twenty nine points (level five points).( each time
i went to segregation at M B P | received seven points. so basically | worked hard for two years to get my points down

and in only seven months | managed to work them right back up to twenty nine points which are level five.)
Baraga was the ideal prison for success. inmates had to either go to school or work a job. there was no way t o r u n a
prison store, gamble a n d *pay, metal detectors were in every building, and there was control led movement. s o
for a prisoner who was actually trying to work his points down and either reduce his custody level or parole, Baraga
was he perfect prison. | immediately obtained a job as a painter which allowed me to be out most of the day a l o n g

with gym and law library. the officers at the facility were some o f the most laid back that I 've been around. if you

followed the rules and didn ' t d r a w attention to you r self you really didn't exist.
2016 was m y first t ime seeing the parole board so | didn't know much about
but once | found out that they wan ted to see me | called people to set up housing, a job, and other suppor t contacts.

so my hopes were high as wel l as those in my support system up until one week before | w a s scheduled for an
interview | recieved a twelve month cont inuance with out interview. | was devastated and didn't ea t for two days. the

very next week | was transfered to Chippewa correctional facility aka (URF). URF was by far the most openly racist
frisen in Michigan. not only do you hear verbal racist remarks but you can also see it visual ly in the officers eyes and

b o d y language. for example; there was this one off icer | say who w a s approximately twenty eight years o f age a t the
time. | watched him a s he stood by the basketball court with a look of disgust on his face watching the black inmates

play ball. he had this same look as he watched the Latinos play handr e and baseba l l . | then watched th is same
officer stand by and watch whi te inmates during multiple activities and his Was more light in the face. the look o f
disgust wasn ' t present and it w a s as if he was watching his own relatives enjoy themselves. dur ing chow lines as th is
same off icer scanned prison I.d?s | watched this same officer paying close attention to h is eyes (because the eyes

never lie) and the took that he gave minorit ies was something dark and he greeted the majori ty of the whi te inmates
untess they were swagged out as if they were with the culture. but he wasn't the only one. ! directly observed off icers
use racial s lurs toward minorities, I've witnessed officers lie on inmates and wri te them up for threatening behav ior
and insolence, I've seen officers shake guys down and make them spread their legs a lmost to the po in t o f do ing the

splits. th is is just a br ie f test imony o f wha t I've seen.
on 2-15-17 | was attacked while on m y way fo junch by a prisoner who was a part of D 'andres organizat ion. | didn ' t

f ight the pr isoner back because | was on my way to level two and | planned on earning a parole. bu t that 's how fas t a
problem can catch up with you in prison which makes you vulnerable if you are trying to do the right thing.
abou t two months la ter | w a s moved to level two finally. it was a lot more movement and the only t ime | w a s in myc e l l

w a s From ten at night unti l s ix in the morning and the three count t imes throughout the day. 1 establ ished a routine
(schedule) so that my A D H D wouldn ' t be out o f control but for some reason even after running for a hour and half
every moming |s t i l l had too much energy. only days after being in level two the parole board init iated another
interview wi th me which tr iggered majo r anxiety and depression. and just like the last t ime | received a twelve month
continuance wi thout interview. | w a s shocked. | had reduced my custody level to a level two, | w a s eighteenm o n t h s

misconduct free, | w a s just assaul ted and didn't fight back because | wanted to parole, and yet | still get the f you f lop
without an interview. | became so depressed that | started to drink and take other inmates psych medicat ion. |

obtained a job and stayed to myself. af ter a week or two | felt better and m y low went to a high and | w a s back to

moving one hundred miles per hour.
one day whi le in the bathroom with four to five white inmates a officer came and asked me w h y | was so loud and
demanded my I.d. all o f the whi te inmates stated loudly in my defense " so you're just going to single out the only

b lack guy huh.. .he wasn't even talking."
| knew that this specif ic off icer didn't like me because since my first day in level two he had been watch ing me the
looks that he gave were unpalatable. | could see the disl ike in his eyes. s o | to ld him right then and there in front of

both o f the counselors that i th ink that he's a racist o r | look like someone who really did him wrong before. but | to ld
h im that | notice everyday he'd write b lack inmates t ickets and let the whi te inmates get away with whatever. that

s a m e dayt h i s off icer wrote approximately fifteen whi te inmates tickets !. then when he saw me he asked me was he
still a racis
a week later a weapon was ?found? in m y mattress and | was taken to segregation and re leased back to level two a

few weeks later due to me previously being misconduet free for = few years. the new unit w a s more relaxed due to
t h e number of o lder inmates. | r ece i yed a whee lcha i t " joo rea iy fast bu t w a s ult imately fired because o f receiving
tickets for break ing sanctions. dre two types o f sanct ions in level two. one is loss of pr iv i leges (lop) w h e r e

you can' t use the phone or go to yard. top lock is where you have to have permission to leave the cell and you c a n ' t

the process and how everything worked
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feust ine
4he officers maile a round and then ask to use the bathroom and even then they can tell you no. so often times
inmates (me) who have to use the bathroom and its very urgent decide to go without permission and risk a ticket
which results in more top lock or lop. as a result | had lost my job. after losing my job and no longer having a routine |

became (what I know now) as manic. | was ziggady boom full fledge manic. | couldn't sit still, | was all over the place,
gambling, selling candy, versions spending, flights of ideas, and everybody that knew me was telling me "to sit down
somewhere?. in those words. there was a friend of mines who | grew up with and was like a brother to me transfered
in the unit and after a week or so he sincerely refereed me to see a psychologist. | then crashed to a extreme low.
the parole board initiated another interview with me and this t ime | was reluctant to even try to parole. | began to g i ve
away all o f my bélongings and | didn't real ize why until | learned later on about my mental i l lness but | was prepar ing
to commit suicide. | spen t m y ent i re secure pack food order on sleep medication and | definately wasn ' t aware o f wha t

was happening.
about thirty days before | w a s scheduled for m y parole interview | was once again attacked by another o n e o f
D?andres people. | once again s imply restrained him against the glass and dodged most of his punches. af ter

realizing my strength and the fact fhatI . could've easily beat him up he backed away. but | w a s son enraged that |

went and got a kni fe because | hit in m y mind that if ! w a s going to stay in prison because o f these other inmates
creating problems with m e then o n e o f them w a s going to suffer a loss also whether it was an eye, a lung, or worse.
wh i le walking to the pr isoners cell weapon visibly in hand, | w a s restrained by a few Blood, GD's, and even some o f

the people from the targets organizat ion. they told me that | was about to completely throw m y life away and that |

should real ly th ink abou t w h a t | w a s doing. my homeboys told me to think abou t my family. the other inmates told me
that | w a s too intel l igent a n d that | had someth ing special and that | should just le t t hem deal with it. o r | cou ld f ight the
guy o n e in o n e in he cel l that way we don't go to segregation. | decided to disassociate mysel f with everybody f rom

that day f o r w a r d , w a s done wi th prison activities.
May 2018 | w a s transfered to Alger correct ional facility level four. Alger was laid back and reminded m e of Baraga
accept that there w e r e more prison festivit ies. i.e. prison stores, gambl ing, knives, and gangs cla iming p h o n e s and
kiosks. the off icers w e r e okay as long as you were doing what 's expected of you as an inmate. there weren ' t a lot o f
gang violence. | f o r the most part stayed to mysel f and worked my Porter detail that | w a s assigned to. | w a s in
constant communicat ion wi th he psychologist (weekly) who kept initiating and suggest ing that | be placed on o u t -

patient a n d rec ieve medicat ion. ( he obviously saw something that all o f my previous psychologists missed) | w a s
reluctant because | didn ' t l ike the idea o f being labeled crazy. but he was persistent and for some reason he kept

asking m e what | w a s going to d o if | w e r e to get f lopped by the parole board. | kept giving h im easier sa id than
done answers but | knew that | had other plans and | was prepared. | eventually became so down that | wro te the

psych a kite and he perc ieved me as being suicidal, when i was really just venting, and | w a s placed on suic ide w a t c h
for t w o hours after conv inc ing h im that | wasn ' t suicidal. as the weeks wen t on he kept asking m e to be placed on o u t -

patient. | kept refusing. he then had a psychological evaluat ion done and the doctor conc luded that | did not suf fer
from a mental &liness and | w a s glad. o n e week before seeing the parole board my unit m a n a g e r stopped and talked
to me whi le | w a s work ing a n d said that he noticed that | w a s struggl ing (guess | w o r e it on my face) and the i f |

needed to ta lk that | could s top by h is office or talk to the psychologist. he said that | do good t ime and keep t o myse l f

and that if | go one yea r misconduct free he think I'd earn a parole. in m y mind | w a s going t o be free in 2018 no
mat ter wha t the parole board decided. af ter seeing the board | fe l t confident but the psychs and he unit manager kept
telling me that | needed to be t icket f ree and they weren ' t saying that for no reason. but the litt le hope that | heid onto
a lmost kil led me. late Augus t | received a#qe fve ?month f lop for the third t ime. that n ight | w a s ext remely sick and

trapped in m y own mind. | fe l t a s if | w a s lockea in the trunk of a car and someone else w a s driv ing it. | wanted m y
thoughts to stop. the next day | refused to lock down in m y cell. | w a s then taken to segregat ion. the psych came to
talk to me and told me that I'd probably do if th ree months in segregat ion and| l i t e r a l l y though t t o myself, "over m y
dead body?. he left for the day and | w a s there trapped in a cell for twenty four hours wi th nothing but the very

t h o u g h t s that |w a n t e d to go away. that night | slept anxiously wai t ing for shower t ime so that | could get a razor.
morning came and I didn't have an appetite. | looked out o f the w indow for hours thinking to myse l f that this is the last

t ime that I 'm going to see the blue sky, trees, whi te cloud, birds, bees and nature in general. bu t | w a s happy knowing
that m y pai® vould soon be with.
shower t ime had now arrived. | w a s placed in the shower and received a razor. | broke the razor down and turned on

the water. a t first I took the razor t o he left s ide o f my neck because | knew that that w a s where the main vein w a s
located. the paid w a s too unbearab ie( and | know now that it w a s because | w a s going too slow. | w a s supposed to
cut in a fas t motion)
so | decided to go for my left wrist. once | saw blood flowing fast | began to hit the vein located on the inside of my left
arm. (inner elbow). blood began to
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flow so fas that | w a s excited because | was about to not exist any longer. so | could nol a b e l hurt no one or be hurt

ever again. after two minutes or so the officers came to take me back to my cell and when they saw me they were
beyond shocked. the look on their faces w e r e indescribable. they picked me up and placed cuffs on me whi le

applying pressure on my wounds. once in the nursing area of the segregation unit the officers surrounded me. the
care and concern that they displayed totally erased my boxed in hostile bias that | held on to because | saw. beyond

?the corrections officer in these human beings that day. they comforted me beyond wha t their job required. t i f y asked

me questions about m y life, what | wanted to do oncere lpased . what they could do for me to make my stay at Alger
better, and they told me that | wasn't weak, | w a s human?he nurse told me that she had a son and that i f | succeeded
in killing mysel f that | wou ld ' ve destroyed my mother. she would've been crushed. as | was taken to observat ion there
was a rookie officer w h o w a s every bit of twenty three y e a r old and he motioned for me to keep my head up. that
brought tears to my eyes use they showed their humanity. | Witnessed officers laugh and encourage suicide and
even Fthey didn ' t mean at's nothing to joke with.( o r | witnessed officers be nasty towards inmates who w e r e

suicidal).
August 24, 2018 | was transfered to Wood land correctional facility. (WCC).
WCC is a prison psychiatr ic hospi ta l for acute care. it was not a lock down facility. the officers are trained to work
around prisoners d iagnosed with a mental illness. the units are designed in a therapeut ic setting to accommodate the
inmates in gett ing stable so that they can be reduced to a lower level of care. maf first three days in the hospi ta l | had
to be on observation. once cleared by the treatment team | was able to be in general population (WCC). | was then
prescribed cymbal ta, an ant idepressant medication, and set up a treatment plan which consisted of goa ls that wou ld
get me back on track and stable enough to transfer to a lower level o f care.
after three weeks at W C C | was transfered to Adrian regional faciliy which was a level four but also a residential
t reatment program. ARF w a s a lot l ike W C C because the officers were trained to deal with mentaily ill inmates and
they worked closely wi th the treatment team which consisted of nine psychologists, three recreational therapist, two
lead psychologist, o n e nurse practit ioner, and one psychiatrist. the officers were really laid back and relaxed because
they knew what they were deal ing with. they weren' t worried about the usual normal prison activities. they w e r e more
worried about inmates sel f harming and always on the look out for a unexpected episode from a inmate. RTP was

designed to educate inmates diagnosed with a mental illness about their diagnosis, teach coping skills in order to
have balance in the i r lives, and ult imately live healthy functional lives inside and outside of prison. the overall goal is
to have a therapeut ic env i ronment consist ing o f various groups and more time out o f the cell. | happened to be one of

the higher funct ioning inmates whi le in RTP which was even more stressful but in the end | learned true patience and
built a tolerance for the less functioning inmates. | also enjoyed helping people read, write, learn, and they also
helped me when | was down and out. the officers there trusted me way to much. | mean too much. bu t that trust gave
me confidence and made me feel worthy and also made me want to be trustworthy more and more. all of the nursing
staff, wardens, social workers constant ly gave me encouragement and confidence.
June 2019 | w a s up to see the parole board again and was continued again. the parole board member who | was
interviewed by had initially told m e that he was voting for me to get a parole but that he wan ted a psyhycological
evaluation due to me recently being diagnosed with bipolar and because of a 4th degrees CSC that | managed to pick

up whenI w a s fifteen years o f age. dur ing the psychological evaluation | told the psychologist abou t everything from
being sexually abused by women from ages eight to twelve, being kidnapped, beat by a step dad, bullied, everything.
1 was then cont inued again by the parole board for what they described as having an "unstable social and family
history?. | was ecstat ic because | w a s constantly seeing violent inmates parole after having multiple assaults. and
fights. | was confused and thoughts of suicide crossed my mipd. | jus t wanted some control over my life and Is fe l a s i f
dying would show ?them? that they don't have the a u t h o r i t y @ ?keep me locked up. but | used my coping skills and
| managed to not completely give up and go back to that dark place. | did however become distant and secluded.
March 20th 2020 | was transfered back to Bel lamy creek correctional facility. (IBC) | was sent to level four, unit four.
the officers were feisty and for no reason disrespectful. | had to let them know on severs! occasions that | know how
to get in contac with their boss and | know how to push my ink and leave my mark. they have codes of conduct also
and | know h jocument times, places, and camera angles as well. (each camera has an identification and location.)

| kited the deputy warden of housing a long heartfelt letter and | asked him to be waived to level two. it was a long

shot bu t ( God is Good) it worked. he placed me on the level two list and wished me good luck. | began to get
overwhelmed a r i d wrote the inspector who | remembered from 2007 and | told her everything that 1! was going

through. she called me out and l istened tom e . | basical ly told her my life story.(lol).
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but she was more down to earth than | thought. | sometimes wonder why as people we tend to forget that no matter

n e e career or job path they are human beings at the end of the day. but | believed that encounters as such learns
ea

individual.( even a t SLF | an interrogation by the STG Sgt. ( o1aer white woman) turned into a two hour conversat ion

abou t life and wha t has to c h a n g e if us as a society were going to survive. it was amaz ing and life chang ing for me

who was only twenty five at th g u e a n d a o l d e r mid fiftees woman who k ore about my strujgle than | thought .
but as she put it, my struggle Givi absolutely no right to chose to do by humanity. | have way to much to
offer the wor ld { in her w o r d s and count iess others through out my life. ))

after only two weeks in level fou r | w a s to level two ,unit six,which was strickly for inmates who were required t o
take Michigan's sex of fender program. my very f irst day in the unit the officers were verbally abusive and
disrespectful. they literally put every inmate exa t same category. | let the officers know right away that | wasn ' t

the one to take no shi t f rom no body. that highH e warden, unit manager, inspector and mental health t eam
and told them w h a t had happened and that | wasn't about to allow their officers to abuse me in any way and t icket
t rap"me as they threatened to do. i would rather be in segregation, a lone and away f rom everybody. because the

Officers were start ing t o affect m y mental health. s ince then | haven' t R® any issues with those specif ic off icers and in
fact its been almost a months and those off icers haven't even worked the unit.

today is May 14th 2020 a n d th is is my test imony o f my fourteen years in the Michigan department of corrections.

C o n c l u s i o n . . .

| came to prison when | was twenty years old. | was sentenced to ten to thirty years but only because | refused a plea

deal t o test i fy against my codefendants.i g p m e m b e r being approached by the prosecutor dur ing my forth set t lement
conference and he of fered me one year $I w a s to plead out. at the conference he staté that | w a s intell igent, had
potential, and could do great things. after my convict ion and sentencing the same prosecutor stated that | w a s a
menace to society, a danger to people in the just ice system, and deserved to be sentenced towards the high ends o f
my guidel ines.
| use th is as an example a s to why our prison population is overcrowded because I've been in now for a lmos t
fourteen years. why ?. am I real ly a menace to society 7. ! mean | was offered one year and at the time | had seven
months in. wha t abou t this man | know who was offered eight years o n a plea deal but decided to exerc ise his
const i tut ional right t o trial and afte@ losing he receiveda life sentence !. € does that work. many men and w o m e n
a r e incarcerated serving long intermediate sentences when they could be free because they are not m e n a c e s to

society. they w e r e menaces to the cour ts bank accounts. men and women are serving way too much time in prison
cel ls for cr imes where no other human was physically harmed or af a t a l i t y occurred. ( I'm not min imiz ing the chological

T rauma? t h a t v ic t ims suffer). | jus t in my opinion see no benefit in incarcerating a human for beyond ten years for a
crime where no fatal harm w a s done. the topic o fm a n d a t o r y ,min imums and prison can be d isgus t later on.
| also bel ieve that prison should have programming entrance. most programming in the M D O C is for

inmates who are near or pas t their ear l iest release dates. (erd ) | th ink that due to an inmate being automat ica l ly
classif ied to a level four if sentenced to eight years or more, the inmate should be able to have core programs
available so that they can learn and use the skills and things learned in the classes whi le in prison. I 've seen men

take self help p rog rams such a s CYR (cage your rage) early and were able to exercjse the ski l ls in everyday life for a
f e w years. then they would take VPP later on nearing their erd and succeed. thea were inmates who took V P P

six months before going home and they'd drop the ball making the identical programs look ineffective.

when | w a s twenty years old and in prison | completed my G E D and Custodia l Main tenance in my first two years.
afterwards | was merely just a young inmate in a violent env i ronment and during the course of that t ime | had lower

custody level points but because of the three year rule | was left in an env i ronment where even if | decided to grow|
was still amongs t weeds and thoms. prison is abnormal therefore pr isoners thinking and most o f their behaviour will
be abnormal if they aren ' t taught coping skills and life skil ls in general. this br ings me back to RTP where | learned
how in the right env i ronment with the right c lasses a person can learn and grow. but there aren't enough financial
resources and personnel to facil i tate these classes which is why major prison reform is needed. inmates need to
spend less t ime being punished and more time being rehabil i tated. the choice is totally up to the individual but one

c e s ? ehose wha t doesn' t exist.

mental health is ano ther factor in o u r prison system. there are a large percentage of mental ly ill and undiagnosed
Prisoners in the system. and of course with out the proper treatment there wil l o f course be missed opportuni t ies for

correction. bel ieve me or not the majori ty o f incarcerated people have dreams and aspirat ions ( andt h e ta n s to
succeed) but they don' t have the proper early on treatment and only receive help months before paroling. théy will not

be able to funct ion in society. v e r y :
| bel ieve that the officers definitely need to be retrained. they should be required a?brief cur r icu lum as the officers in

every mental health unit in order to identify potent ia lg inmates who may need to talk to a Q M H P . ( funding for mental hea r th
Po










