
* My name i s Wi lson Rivera , MDOC #239567. Today i s May 26th, 2020.

BACKGROUND:

* I was born i n D e t r o i t on J u l y 17th , 1974, t he second o f 8 s i b l i n g s . A t t h a t

t ime , I was r a i s e d by my mother and f a t h e r . However, no t long a f t e r my b i r t h my

m o t h e r and f a t h e r separated and severa l years l a t e r I was sent t o l i v e w i t h ay

p a t e r n a l grandparents i n Puerto R ico . I re turned to D e t r o i t i n 1984. I was 10

years o l d .

* My e a r l y ch i ldhood memories are l i k e snippets o f v ideo tapes, spo t ted . They are

memories o f a v i o l e n t a l c o h o l i c f a t h e r w h o was a womanizer and p h y s i c a l l y

abusive. My mother had her ways a s w e l l . She was on drugs a t an e a r l y age and

attempted s u i c i d e on t h r e e d i f f e r e n t occasions; the t h i r d t ime w i t h a handgun. I

was a p r e t t y a c t i v e c h i l d , hyperac t i ve i f you asked my mother. I d i d g e t i n t o

ser ious problems as a c h i l d . For example, a t about 4-5 years o l d I s e t ay

mother 's bedroom on f i r e w h i l e p lay ing w i t h a l i g h t e r . On a n o t h e r occasion, and a

b i t more ser ious , my o l d e r b r o t h e r and I walked t o the edge o f theexpressway and
pushed a b a r r e l down causing a major acc iden t . ~

* P r i o r t o my i n c a r c e r a t i o n I l i v e d i n southwest D e t r o i t . Th is was du r i ng the

e a r l y 1990s where southwest D e t r o i t was considered the gang-Mecca o f Michigan. I n

summary i t was a dog-eat-dog environment. E i t h e r you fend o f f r i v a l gang members

o r you were forced t o . d e a l w i t h the c o n s t a n t harassment b y t h e DPD. So ay

Percept ion o f t he c r i m i n a l e g a l &s y s t e m swas ?that you d i d n ' t t r u s t them.

* From what I am ab le t o remember, my f i r s t con tac t w i t h the c r i m i n a l l e g a l

system came a t about 13-14 years o l d . I was i n the Youth Home f o r armed robbery ,

a s s a u l t , and e x t o r t i o n . Because t h e You th Home was f i l l e d w i t h r i v a l gang members

I was -cons tan t l y . f i g h t i n g , which caused me t o g e t t i n g placed on i s o l a t i o n

numerous t imes . My l a s t s e r i o u s exper ience: w i t h t h e youth a u t h o r i t i e s came i n

1991 when I-was ar res ted: f o r s h o o t i n g a - r i v a l gang member. I was re leased on a

personal bond t o the care o f my mother pending t r i a l . Whi le w a i t i n g f o r the

outcome o f those charges I was a r r e s t e d aga in f o r s h o o t i n ga t a membero f t h e

D e t r o i t Po l i ce . The l a s t two charges lead-me t o being sentenced to t h e Maxeyp o y s
Tra in ing School. I was re leased i n 1993.



INCARCERATION:

* During my years o f incarceration, I have bean housed a t the Level 4, Riverside

Corr. Fac i l i t y (1994-1996); Level 4, Chippewa Corr. F a c i l i t y (URF) (1996-1997);

Level 5, Marquette Branch Maximum Security ((1997-1998); Level 5, Standish

Maximun, (2001-2003); Level 4, St. Louis Corr. F a c i l i t y (2003-2006); Level 2,

Muskegon Corr. F a c i l i t y (2006-2009); Level 2, Michigan Reformatory (2009-2010) ;

Level 4, Michigan Reformatory (2010); Level 2, Michigan Reformatory (2010-2016);

Level 2, Thumb Corr. F a c i l i t y (2016-2018); and Level 2, Richard Handlon Corr.

Fac i l i t y (MIU) (2018-present).

* Incarcera t ion f o r me has been extremely d i f f i c u l t . I was ar res ted i n 1993 and

conv ic ted i n 1994. I was two months i n t o my 19th b i r t h d a y when I was a r r e s t e d .

P r i o r to my a r r e s t I had spent almost 2 years a t the Whitmore Lake, Mich igan

Maxey Boys T r a i n i n g School (1991-1993). A t the t ime o f my a r r i v a l a t p r i s o n ,

cond i t ions were p r e t t y harsh . Less than a year o r so i n t o my i n c a r c e r a t i o n I

witnessed a f e l l o w p r i sone r get stabbed and even tua l l y bleed to death . ?The

i n c i d e n t l e f t me scar red . I vowed to p r o t e c t m y s e l f against a l l odds. I adopted a

" S t r i k e f i r s t " m e n t a l i t y i f ever a problem arose. That m e n t a l i t y l e a d me i n t o

count less f i g h t s and a s s a u l t s , and even tua l l y to spending t ime i n segrega t ion and

l e v e l 5 maximum f a c i l i t i e s .

* Of a l l the f a c i l i t i e s I ' v e been t o , by f a r the worse environment was a t t he

Michigan Reformatory i n I o n i a , MI. I spent 7 1 /2 years a t t he Reformatory where I

saw the wors t we as p r i sone rs had t o o f f e r each o ther and o f f i c e r s whose ? l e t .

them k i l l each o t h e r " a t t i t u d e s o n l y he lped f u e l an a l r e a d y e x p l o s i v e

environment. Th is n o t o n l y c rea ted , bu t he lped ma in ta in an ext remely h o s t i l e

environment.

* My ?pr ison commmi ty " v a r i e s . I am a member o f t he Moor ish Science Temple o f

America, an I s l a m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t was founded i n 1913 i n Newark, New Jersey .

The MSTAh a s func t ioned i n the MDOC s ince the 1970s and I j o i n e d i n 1994. We seek

to f o s t e r a brotherhood where we suppor t and care f o r each o t h e r as was .

s t i p u l a t e d by the founder and Prophet, Noble Drew A l i . However, l i k e every o t h e r

r e l i g i o u s organ iza t ion , t he MSTA has had i t s few bad apples who have perpe t ra ted

e v i l s against the more vu lne rab le . Un fo r tuna te l y , I have been a w i l l i n g

p a r t i c i p a n t to such a c t i o n s . My s u r v i v a l s k i l l s centered around s t r i k i n g f i r s t ,

dL.



as men t i oned above . S i n c e w i t n e s s i n g t h e s t a b b i n g i n 1995, w h i l e t h e f a c i l i t y was

on l o c k down, I r e f l e c t e d h a r d on what I had w i t n e s s e d and vowed t o n e v e r be a

v i c t i m .

* Concerning happiness, the t r u t h be t o l d , i t seems d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d happiness

i n p r i s o n . However, I do rece ive a degree o f contentment read ing and doing law

work, i n p a r t i c u l a r f o r those who have been wronged by the system bu t have no

idea how t o f i g h t i n c o u r t . I a l s o en joy a w e l l - k e p t l i b r a r y .

REFLECTIONS:

* I have spent n e a r l y 27 years i n p r i s o n . During these years I have faced

count less ups and downs. I have experienced many deaths from f a m i l y members and

f r i e n d s a l i k e . Furthermore, I have experienced depression, ?st ress, and count less

panic a t tacks w h i l e i n segregat ion and maximum s e c u r i t y f a c i l i t i e s , w h i l e

r e c e i v i n g no medical o r p s y c h i a t r i c ass is tance. I was forced to read up and, by

t r i a l and e r r o r , come up w i t h a p l a n t h a t would h e l p me cope w i t h my p r i s o n

environment. A f t e r n e a r l y 17 years o f f i g h t s and assau l t s , w h i l e spending t ime i n

segregat ion f o r an a s s a u l t t h a t near l y c o s t the l i f e o f a f e l l o w pr i sone r , I

decided t h a t enough was enough. Upon my re lease from segregat ion I took a

d i f f e r e n t t r a j e c t o r y i n l i f e and have cont inued on t h a t pa th s ince. Although as a

" L i f e r ' ' the MDOC does no t o f f e r us programs, I have taken numerous correspondence

courses and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the MDOC's l e g a l w r i t e r s program, which a f forded me

t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o h e l p f e l l o w p r i s o n e r s w i t h t h e i r c i v i l and c r i m i n a l cases.

* I have seen the ebb and f l o w o f the p r i son system. U n t i l r e c e n t l y , t he

ph i losophy seemed t o be " l o c k them up and throw away the k e y . " Th is i s what

"Sncarcera t ion has meant t o me - - the warehousing o f pr isoners s imply to s a t i s f y

t he p u b l i c ' s " tough on cr ime? p lead . And f o r inmates l i k e myse l f , a L i f e r , i t was

worse when i t came t o r e c e i v i n g programs and counsel ing. Because L i f e r s have been

condemed t o d i e i n p r i s o n the MDOC re fuses t o g i v e us the o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o he lp

us develop empathy through proper counsel ing. The MDOC f a i l s t o r e a l i z e t h a t i t

i s inmates l i k e me t h a t have the i n f l u e n c e on the younger generat ions o f

pr isoners t h a t are f i l l i n g up these c e l l s .

* S i n c e 2010, I h a v e p u t f o r t h e v e r y e f f o r t t o t a k e c o n t r o l o f my i n c a r c e r a t i o n .

A l t h o u g h t h e MDOC h a s r e f u s e d t o g r a n t me c o l l e g e c l a s s e s I have remained

d i l i g e n t i n my s t u d i e s . Because o f t h i s , I h a v e been a c c e p t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n



the Calvin Prison I n i t i a t i v e . I have been attending Calvin Universi ty fo r 1 1/2

years now and although the h i g h e s t .g rade I completed was the 7th, I maintain a

3.83 GPA.

* I would l i k e people throughout the United States to understand that whi le there

are many o f us whohave offended the rules o f society, there are j u s t as many who

are returning back to the same commmity. Invest i n US. Invest i n l i f e r s so that

we can do our par t i n u p l i f t i n g fa l l en humanity. We are the ones tha t can sway

the d i rec t ion o f the youth and i f WE are not corrected, we w i l l continue to push

the same corrupt behavior. Fyodor Dostoyevsky i s quoted as saying, "The degree o f

c i v i l i z a t i o n i n a society can be judged entering i t s pr isons." Enter your prisons

and see whether o r not you've created a Frankenstein or. a servant to humanity.


