
I n t e r i m D i r e c t o r Nora K r i n i t s k y ,

RE: C o n f r o n t i n g C o n d i t i o n s o f Con f inemen t

D e a r D i r e c t o r ,

Enclosed i s the condensed vers ion o f the submission f o r the Carcera l

P ro j ec t . The expanded v e r s i o n i s on my lap top, however, due to the quarant ine

I am unable to p r i n t i t ou t . Hence, I fiave typed q u i n t e s s e n t i a l p o r t i o n s to

a i d the p r o j e c t , w i t h plans to forward my test imony i n i t s e n t i r e t y a t a l a t e r

t ime.

I hope my s u b m i s s i o n i s s u f f i c i e n t . I t was q u i t e . l a b o r i o u s g i v e n the t a s k

o f manual t y p i n g . T h e r e f o r e , f o r g i v e the 2 0 t h c e n t u r y u t e n s i l e r r o r s , smug,

e t c .

A l s o , e n c l o s e d i s the p e r m i s s i o n f o r m . T h a n k you f o r the i n v i t a t i o n t o

p a r t i c i p a t e , y o u r co r respondences , and work . I f you have f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s ,

p l e a s e f e e l f r e e t o c o n t a c t me v i a s n a i l m a i l o r e m a i l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r t r i c et e l l a s
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WORLDOUTSIDE: FAMILY ?UNIT GROWING U P : -

. When I was g r o w i n gu p u n d e r my mother a n d s t e p f a t h e r ' s c u s t o d y ; t h e W o r l d -.

o u t s i d e ;o f my. f a m i l y u n i t . seemed t o ' b e m o r e p rospe rous : t h a n my f a m i l y ' s w o r l d .

Perhaps , n o t e v e r y f a m i l y w a s s o c i o e c o n o m i c a l l y : s t a b l e ; however , e v e r y pee r i n

e v e r y ne ighbo rhood o f e v e r y . c i t y - t h a t I a c c o s t e d - - a t e , d r e s s e d , and l i v e d

b e t t e r , t h a n I d i d . I . a l w a y s f o u n d m y s e l f . b o r r a w i n g .my f r i e n d s ' c l o t h e s and _

shoes, and s p e n d i n g the n i g h t o v e r . t h e i r h o u s e t o - e a t t h e i r food when t i m e s .

were e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t a t home. , . .

We moved around q u i t e a b i t g row ing . up i n C h i c a g o - I l l i n o i s . I n f a c t , t h e

l o n g e s t we l i v e d i n any one r e s i d e n c e w a s seven y e a r s . The o t h e r n i n e y e a r s

was . d i v i d e d b e t w e e n , f o u r . o t h e r ?apartment bud l d i n g s - = t h r e e o f w h i c h became



abandoned, two o f the th ree were condemned long before we moved ou t . We were

so impoverished tha t there was an occasion when we had t o borrow water and

huddle i n one room blocked o f f by a b lanke t and warmed by a space h e a t e r . We

had to manual ly remove excrement, s leep three. t o . a s ing le s i ze bed, and r e l y

on Churches, the Sa lva t ion Army, f r i e n d s , r e l a t i v e s , a n d Goverment s u b s i d i e s

l i k e Wel fare, Wic, and Sect ion-8 t o supplement our shortages a t the end o f

each month. ,

My c i r c u m s t a n c e s were so d i s m a l t h a t I became?a! c r i m i n a l d e v i a n t as e a r l y

as s i x y e a r s o l d - - s t e a l i n g f r om s t o r e s , f i g h t i n g - - a c t i n g o u t a g g r e s s i o n , low?

s e l f - e s t e e m , and h a t r e d . Demons t h a t , I - had n e v e r k n e w p r i o r t o r e s i d i n g u n d e r

my m o t h e r ' s c u s t o d y emerged because o f p o v e r t y , n e g l e c t , and abuse . The W o r l d

a round me made me h a t e my l i f e , m y s e l f , and' e v e n ? the: ?woman' r e s p o n s i b l e f o r

b r i n g i n g me i n t o t h i s w o r l d , because I h e l d h e r r e s p o n s i b l e : f o r t h e ? c u l t u r e .

she s a t me i n , i . e . , p o v e r t y , d r u g s , gar igs, v i o l e n c e , and? c r i m e ; «

WHERE DID I GROW UP BEFORE INCARCERATION--WHAT WERE ?THOSE ?PLACES LIKE:

I d e v o l v e d a b i t deeper i n t o c r i m e a f t e r m o v i n g f r om Ch icago t o

Ka lamazoo- -my p l a c e o f b i r t h . By the end o f m y f i r s t . summer, I f e l t a s e i s m i c

s h i f t - - a c u l t u r e s h o c k ' r e a l l y - - o n s e v e r a l . d i f f e r e n t :f r o n t s . F i r s t , I no l o n g e r

had t o be s e l f - c o n s c i o u s a b o u t : how? w e . l i v e d : because w e ' m o v e d i n t o my

g r a n d m o t h e r ' s b r i c k m a n s i o n - - t h e b i g g e s t : house « i n t h e ' ne i ghbo rhood and t h e :

o n l y house w i t h a p o o l a n d e a s t : a n d wes t w i n g s . A l t h o u g h we now had adequate.?

h o u s i n g and apex s o c i a l s t a n d i n g , we s t i l l : - d i d n o t ' ? h a v e . o u r own r e v e n u e -

s t r e a m . And s i n c e Kalamazoo b u s i n e s s e s - - l i k e ? C h i c a g o b u s i n e s s e s - - t u r n e d me

down f o r emp loyment , I t u r n e d once a g a i n t o t h e s t r e e t s - - j o i n i n g my b r o t h e r

and c o u s i n s i n t h e l u c r a t i v e d r u g m a r k e t . a

PERCEPTION ABOUT T H E CRIMINAL LEGAL SYSTEM AS A YOUNG PERSON:

Accompanying the d e c i s i o n t o become a d r u g d e a l e r ? b r o u g h t my g r e a t e s t



fear. in to : c l o s e r p u r v i e w - - g o i n g to p r i son . Any show o r news r e p o r t t ha t

featured pr i son shook:me to my core. . I was s o a f r a i d o f p r i s o n tha t ?I never

wanted to d o . : a n y t h i n g . tha t w o u l d - land me i n j a i l . I n r e t r o s p e c t ,my

circumstances cause me t o abandon my inner ? i n h i b i t i o n s and char t a Course t h a t '

was on a . c o l l i s i o h w i t h ?my grea tes t f e a r - - p r i s o n . ? D r i v i n g my f e a r was t h e

t e r r o r o f rape , s tabb ings, and long pr ison sentences, but as I got o l d e r and?

i n g rea te r demand o f subs is tence, I plunged deeper i n t o o b l i v i o n o f what w a s!

l u r k i n g f o r ; t hose who .ran a f o u l . o f t he law.) © 0. o Y 8608

FIRST CONTACT WITH THE CRIMINAL*LEGAL SYSTEM- -WHATWAS THAT EXPERIENCE LIKE: - |

. I t was.on ly . .a f te r incarcera t ion ! that ?I locked ?as- far b a c ka s ?my ? f i r s t :

contact w i th ?the c r i m i n a l l ega l : system ?to recognize? how: potent ? t h e heed t o !

extract: :oneself. f rom. poverty. must be i n ?ordér?''to'?diminish t h e ?fear ?of ?

imprisonment -for. committing ? c r i m e s .My-long??and arduous? journey through t h e *

system began when I? broke i n t o :my 'school?at s i x yea ts o l d with: my o l d e r ?

brother and a fami ly associate. The objective was t o steal computers that we

could l a t e r exchange f o r cash. In the course o f ?the b r e a k i n ga n d ente r ing , a

si lent . .a larm: was t r i p p e d . B y the- t ime: 'we made.?it ? to- the ?rooftop; ?Chicago

police :wereheverywhere ?ordering us t o .c o e ? down.)Down went ? the ?sixteen? year ~

o ld family associate f i r s t , who was immediately slammed i t o the ground w i t h a ?~

p i s t o l pointed; to the back o f h i s h e a d .My:nine year: brother went' down second, ©

and..was ruffed: up against ?the .school wal l and. Handcuffed:.'I ?camédown l a s t ? - - ?

crying my eyes out.: I:was placed.in the back sea t ' o f a pol ice car and taken? t o ?

the: s ta t ion: t o : w a i t : f o r my.parents: to come get 'me! i e ? ) i te e a e

. (While,at. the: station, o f f i cers spoke to.me about being? so youngand going !

down an:endless path fdl lowing older ?influences. More ?impressionable to the ~?

lecture though was how they manhandled ?the sixteén year o ld family associate.?

The treatment was traumatizing because my six''year'?old ?mind ?could not make?



sense .out. o f l aw . e n f o r c e m e n t t r e a t i n g a c h i l d so. a b u s i v e l y - - d e s p i t e the f a c t

t h a t we were: .engaged i n a , - c r i m e . From t h a t moment f o r t h , d i s t r u s t o f l aw

enforcement was. f o r e v e r cemented i n my. P e r c e p t i o n o f t h o s e e n t r u s t e d t o se rve

and, p r o t e c t . t h e commun i t y - -wh ich . n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n t a .day i n cou r t -~ -no t b o d y -

slammed t o t h e g r o u n d w i t h ' a gum p o i n t e d ' i n the:b a c k o f . a c h i l d ' s head. -

INCARCERATION.

SECURITY L E V E L S : ; , ° , 0 0 , 0 7

For my f i r s t n i ne y e a r s , a l l of . .my i n e a r c e r a t i o n : w a s . a t : l e v e l s . I V a n d °

V ' s , a n d t h e n - i n t h e f a l l o f 2002;,-my c u s t o d y l e v e l . w a s l o w e r e d t o a l é v e l I I I ? :

s e c u r i t y management p u r s u a n t . t o a new p o l i c y : t h a t h a d : j u s t ' come i n t o . e f f e c t

t h a t n o , l o n g e r ) r equ i r ed . s e r v i n g . a t h i r d , i o f the m in imum s e n t e n c e : : The ?new .

p o l i c y r e q u i r e d a. q u a r t e r . t i m e : s e r v e d as p a r t . o f : t h e M . D . 0 . C . ' s » e f f o r t s : t o *

reduce t h e . h i g h e r - l e v e l . p o p u l a t i o n s , . due « to . c o n s i d e r a b l e : h i g h e r ?ope ra t t o r i a l :.:

c o s t . - T o d a y , , . t h e b u l k . . o f - . . t h e . p r i s o n : ?populat ion: i s c o n c e n t r a t e d i n l e v e l ? IT. °

c u s t o d y . | ; t e e Pes b y t yg e e t o m e 8 e p deme o t e o s

WHAT I S . I N C A R C E R A T I O N . L I K E F O R M E : e t a r i d o n d c e e a e ary ny t e ]

I n c a r c e r a t i o n . f o r me i s - l i k e p e r p e t u a l p s y c h o l o g i c a l :a n d ?emot ional ?death. .

P r i s o n r e a l l y , i s the embodiment o f h e l l , . a - p i t . o f :a g o n i z i n g g r i e f and? t o r t u r e -

- w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e p h y s i c a l and s o c i a l t o r m e n t . P r i s o n h a s been? l i k e p o u r i n g

a c i d i n t o t h e t o p o f my c r a n i u m - - e r o d i n g . e v e r y t h i n g : down t o . my t o e 8 . : \ P r i s o n|

has . t u r n e d p a r t s . o f me i n t o a f i g u r a t i v e : donut w h i l e t h e e d g e s o f my d r i v e s . «.

a r e , t h e o n l y . t h i n g s t h a t . s u s t a i n me. Moreover , b e i n g . a l i f e r i n p r i s o n adds a n

a d d i t i o n a l p s y c h o l o g i c a l c a s t r a t i o n e v e r y w a k i n g d a y . P r i son i s ?the:w o r s t -

thing, that ever, happened to me;. f o r , I know that I. deserve: bet ter , especially

when I , nor any,of my. friends had.a criminal ?or general i n t e n t to ?engage. in

any c r i m i n a l endeavor. , , L i f é r s nevertheless,? f i g h t every. day to maintain? our

s a n i t y . and t o p r e s e r v e : o u r . h u m a n i t y , w h i c h i n m o s t cases, . w e have. t o .



i n t e r n a l i z e to prevent our humanity from being d e f l a t e d .

-A l i f e r goes th rough s u f f e r i n g and shame, p a r t i c u l a r l y , when h e ' o r she

cares about l i f e ; , ; t h e i r own and: the l o s s o f l i f e tha t they are conv ic ted o f .

For example, at, my arra ignment , I . sobbed.as I : heard t h e mother o f my v i c t i m

p a i n f u lc r y . . , J t h u r t me t o my sou l . t h a t my a c t i o n sa n d i n a c t i o n s caused her? an

unbearab le g r i e f . S h e n e i t h e r k n e w : t h a t I was.not. my worse moment, nor tha t I

spent my l i f e h e l p i n g ease? the - - v i ¢ i s s i t u d e s o f . o the rs - -desp i t e my

c o n t r a r i n e s s , ?because: I : i knew: what i t was l i k e to s t f f e r , t o ?pray? f o r a

b l e s s i n g , a h e l p i n g :hand ; iand-someore to i n t e r v e n e i n my ? a f f a i r s . p e

" . , I n . t he . grace. t h a t I extended, i t d id not?mat te r i f t h e r e c i p i e n t was a

fami l y member,. f r i e n d , assoc ia te ; or i :someone'I saw. needing 'a r i d e a s I drove

down. t h e street..-I wou ld :open up-my) l i f e ! a n d share i t . w i th . those i n neéd o f

c lo thes o f f , myb a c k ; . . a meal o f f my t a b l e , o r a couch l i f t e d , grass raked , °o r :

money t o . buy a, daughter a prom dress. Hence,.my current . l o t /has' tormented me, ?

w h e r e , hang ing . i n . the . balance, ?is. . the: uncer ta in ty? o f r e l i e f : and -release-??

weighed a g a i n s t a l l . o f my..good'in l i f e . u r i u e s F e

I r h a v e those cold-sweat. .n ightmares o f being«in. p r i son a n d n e v e r g e t t i n g

o u t - - o n l y t o wake .up t h e r e a f t e r : w i t h ?a: l i f e sen tence . ? I h a v e the agony o f

being , in . .a . dream. where: I a m : f r e e , o n l y . t o r e a l i z e ?that. i t i s a ?dream w h i l e ?

s t i l l s l eep ing , and-wake m y s e l fu p t o . escape ?the. t o y i n g t o r m e n t . Then there i s ©

t h e agony o f : t r y i n g t o make J i t ' . t o : my house? a n d ? t h e s t ree ts ? tu rn ' i n t o a

t r e a d m i l l , -o r ; breakup, o r d i s a p p e a r .- I f : I i do''makeé' i t : home--a l l t he way to

Chicago,: t h e p o l i c e ra id -my :house . to t a k e me back! to Mich igan 's p r i sons?as i f

I h a d : somehow; escaped .and: been. l i v i n g ' o n the ?run. O u t 6 f the?ve in o f having

i l l e g a l l y o b t a i n e d . my f r e e d o m , " I spend . - res t less « n i g h t s ? in ?my ?dreams

a n t i c i p a t i n g capture, , t o which , ; .a t t h e p o i n t »iof ?capture I? t r y : t o ?fly ?away;'

which. l o o k s a l i t t l e s o m e t h i n gl i k e : t h e , f i r s t awkward f l i g h t attempts i n ?the



e a r l y 1 9 0 0 s .

C o l l a t e r a l t o b e i n g i n p r i s o n w i t h a l i f e sentence? i s t h e insomnia

a s s o c i a t e d : w i t h h a v i n g a l o t o n my m i n d . These f o u r w a l l s i n f r o n t o f me d e f e r

my d r e a m s , h o p e s , . p r a y e r s , p l a n s , and. g o a l s - - l e a v i n g me q u i t e o f t e n i n a

t r a n c e o f t r y i n g t o f i g u r e : o u t how I g o t i n t o t h i s mess; The? looming q u e s t i o n s

of . what: s h o u l d have happened, c o u l d have happened , a n d wou ld have happened t o

a l t e r my f a t e - - t h e r e f o r em y v i c t i m ' s , f a t e - - h a u n t s me.

-A l i f e s e n t e n c e grows a p e r s o n u p . f a s t - - p r o g r e s s : i s e x p o n e n t i a l ?because?a

l i f e r has t h e w e i g h t o f t h e w o r l d . o n :h i s s h o u l d e r s . = I t . : f o r c e s : h im o r h e r t o

n a v i g a t e t h r o u g h t h e p e r p l e x i t i e s . o f t h e i r fo rmer ? l i f e , c u r r e n t : r e a l i t y , and

p o t e n t i a l f u t u r e . I t i s t h i s c h u r n i n g i n s i d e that? separa tes a? l i f e r f r o m the

g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . We s e e ~ l i f e d i f f e r e n t l y - - i t i s m o r e : s e r i o u s ' - t o us - -we

t h e r e f o r e , behave d i f f e r e n t l y , h a v i n g come: i n t o m a t u r i t y and s t r u c t u r e t h a t we

l a c k e d ' - i n . s o c i e t y . We a r e . l e s s i m p u l s i v e , v u l n e r a b l e , a n d g u l l i b l e because we

unde rs tand . t h a t , o u r window of : o p p o r t u n i t y : t o J i v e a s a: f r e e person i s c l o s i n g

eve ry day . Fu r the rmore , we f a c t o r i n our age; ?hea l th ; ?and s a n i t y . -

.. L o s i n g - love-ones a n d s u p p o r t e r s forces? us t o n a r r o w our? f o c u s , c h i s e l our

r e s o u r c e s , t i g h t e n . our c i r c l e . o f . i n t r i g u e , . . a n d execute w i t h an aim. and a

purpose . We, have the. l owes t r e c i d i v i s m ra te . because a l l we do i s c o n d i t i o n

ourse lves t o c a p i t a l i z e on the. moment . t o -?app réc ia te a second chance . Our?

a p p r e c i a t i o n ,o f a s e c o n d chance grows .ou t . o f ithe. ?recogni t ion. ?that w e h a v e

l i v e d f o r .20, 3 0 , - 4 0 , a n d , 50. years . i n c a r c e r a t e d - - k n o w i n g n o t h i n g i n the ?world

w a s w o r t h d e v o l v i n g i n t o a ? l i f e : o f c r ime: f o r - - n e i t h e r' amass ing' wea l th nor

compensating f o r ch i l dhood inadequacies glossed ?over: by: our v i o l e n t tendec ies .

We now know n o t h i n g was.worth: wear ing a ?crown o f t h o r n s ? ard ?ca r r y i ng a

c r o s s " f o r i . e . , t h e s u f f e r i n g and shame e x p e r i e n c e d .b y our v i c t i m s a n d t h e i r

f a m i l i e s , o u r s e l v e s and o u r . f a m i l i e s , a n d . the deb r i s we l e f t sca t te red

th roughout our communit ies. Al though we are a f f e c t e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways, s t i l l ,

6
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we o n l y have 0 . 2% r e c i d i v i s m r a t e , i . e . , 1 o u t o f 646 n o n - p a r o l a b l e l i f e r s

from 1900-2003 h a v e committed another crime ( C i t i z e n s A l l i a n c e on Pr isons a n d .

P u b l i c Spending {CAPPS}, 2006). Moreover, accord ing to The D e t r o i t Free P r e s s ,

Governors commited 44 l i f e r s w i thou t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e ?sentences i n

t h e l a s t decade , and o f t h o s e Aal i f e r s , C h r i s G a u t z , the M i c h i g a n D e p a r t m e n t

o f C o r r e c t i o n s ? } S p o k e s p e r s o n , ? t e p o r t s o n l y one r e o f f e n d e d ( c i t y P u l s e , 2020,

Pp. 1 5 ) .

. ?The l i f e r ? 8 ? l e w does no t ?take ? i n t o accoun t ? the n t e d g a t i n g c i r c u n s t a n c e s |

a

|
|
|

o f a p e r s o n ' sp a s t , p r e s e n t , o r f u t u r e . ?Seldom i s t h e r e a ? p r o s e c u t o r , judge,

g o v e r n o r , o r p a r o l e b o a r d member tha t * c a r e s ?about a n ? o f f e n d e r t h a t _ way i n

l i g h t o f a h e i n o u s c r i m e he o r shem a y have commi t t ed . ? T h e r e f o r e , o n c e a _Judge

s e n t e n c e us t o LWOP, the chances o f c o m i n g from u n d e r n e a t h i t a r e i m p r o b e b l e ,

a l b e i t , i n some cases, i m p o s s i b l e v h e r et h e r e a r e » t o o m a n yv e s t e d i n t e r e s t s i n

p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l d i s g u i s e d as l a w and o r d e r .

WHAT DOES I T FEEL L I K E I N PRISON:
O e y

Good ?peop le ?L ike | me w h o s u c c e s s f u l l y ?make t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ?end up

warehoused decades l o n g e r than when we vere r e a d y t o r e t u r n t o o u r ?communities
4

a s p r o d u c t i v e a n d c o n t r i b u t i n g c i t i z e n s . The l e g i t i n a t e demands o f j u s t i c e a r e

r e a l , b u t so a r e t h e b i a s e s t h a t . ?perpetuate t h e m indse t b e h i n d t h e c r u e l b u t

u s u a l pun ishment o f " l i f e meansl i f e , " w h i c h n e k e s | L i v i n g i n p r i s o n f e e l more

r e t r i b u t i v e r a t h e r t h a n r e h a b i l i t a t i v e .

WHATDOES TT FEEL L I K E TO LIVEI N A C E L L : _

B e c a u s e o f the s p i r i t o f vengeance i n c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e , L i v i n g i n :ac e l l

f e e l s l i k e c o n f i n e m e n t t o af i r s t - c e n t u r y ba th roon c e l l a r o f b a r s , s t e e l , a n d

c o n c r e t e - - d e s p i t e 20 th c e n t u r ym o d e r n i t y .

WHAT WERE THE LIVING CONDITIONS LIKE ATEACH FACILITY:

I n s h o r t , l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s a t each f a c i l i t y v a r i e s v e r y t t l e . E a c h



c e l l a t each p r i s o n i s l i k e l i v i n g i n a bathroom--some have a c c e s s t o a

dsyroom w i t h mic rowaves , i r o n s , a n d c o f f e e p o t s , w h i l e some do n o t . Some have

i n s e c t and r o d e n t i n f e s t a t i o n s w h i l e v e r y f e w do n o t . Some f a c i l i t i e s | a r e

v i o l e n t and p r e d a t o r i l y ; o t h e r s c o n c e n t r a t e o n v o c a t i o n a l a n d e d u c a t i o n a l

p rogramming . Some f a c i l i t i e s a r e e i g h t menc u b i c l e s , mos t a r e d o u b l e b u n k i n g

p r i s o n s . E v e r y f a c i l i t y I h a v e been t o h a s . i t s i s sues w i t h b e i n g a b u s i v e t o

p r i s o n e r s , m o n e t a r i l y e x p l o i t i v e , a n d r e p r e s s i v e o f r e l i g i o u s , p o l i t i c a l , and

c u l t u r a l i d e o l o g i e s r o o t e d i n e t h n i c i t y . T h e r e f o r e , e v e r y f a c i l i t y I haveb e e n

t o has i t s r a c e i s s u e s b e t w e e n s t a f f a n d p r i s o n e r s a n d p r i s o n e r s and

p r i s o n e r s . F o o d , L i n e n , and c l e a n i n g s u p p l i e s h a v e b e e n l o u s y a c r o s s the

p o a r d - - w i t h f e w e x c e p t i o n s . W a t e r i s o f t e n r u s t y a t I o n i a a n d J a c k s o n p r i s o n s ,

and s m e l l y a t the S t . L o u i s p r i s o n s .

T w e n t y - f i v e p r i s o n s l a t e r , I l a n d e d a t my c u r r e n t l o c a t i o n , R i c h a r d A.

H a n d l o n C o r r e c t i o n a l F a c i l i t y , a . k . a . M.T . U. (M ich igan T r a i n i n g U n i t ) , a . k . a .

g l a d i a t o r s c h o o l . Upon my a r r i v a l , I wasc o n f r o n t e d w i t h s e v e r a l phenomena l

e x p e r i e n c e s : a t once, i . e . , be ing c a l l e d the N-Word, i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y s e a r c h e d

by a m a l e c o r r e c t i o n s s t a f f , f r a u d u l e n t m isconduc t r e p o r t s , n o t n o t i f i e d o f

v i s i t s , p l a c e d i n s o l i t a r y con f inenen t u n s c r u p u l o u s l y - ? v i t h the added i n j u r y

o f p l a n t e d e v i d e n c e . D e p l o r a b l e f o o d , w a t e r , l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s . oe L i k e , n y

i n i t i a l u n i t w a s inhumane-? the t o i l e t i s s i x inches f r om the bunk , t he re fo re ,

w h e n f l u s h e d , the bo t t om bunk i s o f t e n sp lashed w i t h exc remen t , u r i n e , and

t o i l e t w a t e r . | |

_ Seven y e a r s ago, M.T. U. _had a v e r y v i o l e n t i nmate on inmate c u l t u r e and

few programs t h a t l i f e r s c o u l d e n r o l l i n , b u t once Warden B u r t o n a r r i v e d ,

e v e r y t h i n g changed. M.T .U . has now become the M.D.O. C . ' s m o d e l f a c i l i t y o f

programming, b o t h as r e c e i v i n g and ?guidance c o u n s e l i n g recommendat ions a n d

s e l f - h e l p . F i ve o f the s i x u n i t s have programs r a n g i n g f r om f u l l y p a i d



a c c r e d i t Bache lo r Degree c o u r s e s , hands on V o c a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g , Dog p rog ram,

R e s i d e n t i a l i n and o u t - T r e a t m e n t p rog rams , . Resume W r i t i n g , Employment

Readiness, Job F a i r , L o c a l U n i o n m e e t i n g s , Drama and P o e t r y c l a s s e s a n d more .

7 In the midst of tak ing advantage o f equ ipp ing m y s e l f w i t h t o o l s to make

m y s e l f a b e t t e r p e r s o n , i s u f f e r e d a s t r o k e a n d was t r a n s f e r r e d t o s e v e r a l

h o s p i t a l e ? i n e l u d i n g Duane Waters ( p r i s o n h o s p i t a l ) . the f a c i l i t y w a s k i l l i n g
f o o t r e r :

m e w i t h the ?da i l y 2 1 - h o u r l o c k down, ?three showers aw e e k , and q u i d d i e t . I t

t ook f i v e weeks t o g e t o u t o f Duane Waters a n d b a c k t o 4. T. U. 2 Where | t h e
} c

Warden h i m s e l f welcomed me back and recommended me ? f o r the C o l l e g e p r o g r a m .

Today, r am an A s s o c i a t e Degree g r a d u a t e s e e k i n g an o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e j o i n
m h , . %

s o c i e t y a s ar e t u r n i n g c i t i z e n .
e k V i w ? t t S h o t , C l a d r e m ? . ? y e y M a

WHAT 1S PRISON CommNTTY L IKE:
a t e , i c 4

A l t h o u g h I h a v e ?been exposed ?to an a b i l i t y to t a k e ?advantage o f

programming o p p o r t u n i t i e s tha t has a l t e r e d my ?concept o f s e l f a n d how I

i n t e r a c t w i t h o t h e r s , p r i s o n c o m m u n i t y a s a w h o l e , i s l i k e t h e g a n g c u l t u r e s
s f tn Ge

o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s " b i g g e s t m e t r o p o l i s . A t b e s t , ?comun i ty e n d o u n t e r s h e r e

a r e s u p e r f i c i a l - ? a t w o r s e - - t h e c r a b , i n tthe ?barrow syndrome . ?Hence, t o the

former, e x - o f f e n d e r s n a r k e t themse lves to s o c i e t y as r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f our
7

v o i c e s w i t h aa p u l s e on what? 8 happening i n our neck . o f t h e woods, but t h e y a r e .

n o t i n c o n t a c t w i t h |u s . To the l a t t e r , t h e r e e x i s t an everyman f o r t hemse l ves

syndrome d i s g u i s e d a s communi ty . I h a v e y e t t o e x p e r i e n c e a s i n g l ep r o g r a n i n

m y 27 years o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n t h a t i s n o t Game o f Thrones i n p r i n c i p l e .
1

HOW bo I SURVIVE I N PRISON:

Today, I s u r v i v e i n p r i s o n by i n i n t z i n g the e x t e n t o f my a s s o c i a t i o n ,

m i n d i n g m yb u s i n e s s , and s t a y i n g f o c u s on the t a s k i n f r o n t o f me.
!

WHERE ANDHOW DO I FIND JOY:

M y . j o y i s found i n w r i t i n g b o o k s , s h o r t s t o r i e s , poems, and papers t h a t



contextualize my l i f e , creativity, and aspirations of being published one day.

REFLECTION s t

WHAT DOES MY INCARCERATION MEAN TO ME:

M y i n c a r c e r a t i o n means t o me t h a t . I v i o l a t e d theG o d - g i v e n r i g h t t o l i f e

o f a w o r l d c i t i z e n . M y i n c a r c e r a t i o n m e a n s t h a t 1 c o m m i t t e d a f l a g r a n t i l l

upon s o c i e t y , and s u f f e r e d f a l l e n n e s s because o f d e v i a t i n g f r o m s c r i p t u a l
sig c a p a

n a r r a t i v e s a n d l a w s . M o r e o v e r , i n c a r c e r a t i o n t o m e m e a n s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o

r e c a l i b r a t e d e v i a n c e . .

HOW HAS MY INCARCERATIONAFFECTED M E :
\

? A l t h o u g h o y i n c a r c e r a t i o n h a s a d d e d v i r t u e s t o me t h a t s h o u l d h a v e

amalgamated t o my c h a r a c t e r i n s o c i e t y ?with a S s t c h a n c e o f e x i s t e n c e ,

a n y t h i n g l e f t i n t h e f i r e t o o l o n g i n e v i t e b l y . b l e n i s h e s - e v e n g a l v a n i z e d

o b j e c t s . T h e r e f o r e , I h a v e b e e n p u r i f i e d a n d now e x e r t e n e r g y t r y i n g tt o> r e s i s t

t h e i m p u r i t i e s t h a t a c c o m p a n y o v e r e x p o s u r e o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n .
S e b r e p r n l

WHAT ?ARE MY ?IDEAS AND PERCEPTIONS ABOUT T H E CARCERAL SYSTEM NOW:

f o r a ]

I n c a r c e r a t i o n i s a ? P e c e s s a r y t o o l o f s o c i e t y i n r e s p o n s e t o t h e b r e a k a g e
p b n e c o n f :

o f i t s most s a c r e d ?laws; y e t , i n c a r c e r a t i o n i s supposed t ob e the back-end of

j u r i s p r u d e n c e w h i c h became the f r o n t - e n d o f j u r i s p r u d e n c e ?due t o f i n a n c i a l and |

r s

p o l i t i c a l g e i n s . I ?advance t h a t ?the need o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n c a n " i n e v i t a b l y
ts

d i s s o l v e w i t h ? f r o n t - e n d i n v e s t m e n t s i n t o the l i v e s o f the A m p o v e r i s h e d ,

underempo lyed , u n d e r e d u c a t e d , and n e n t a l l y i l l . Fo r i n s t a n c e , a one - t ime two

t r i l l i o n d o t t a r s t i m u l u s check d i v i d e d by the 2.2 m i l l i o n pr isoners n a t i o n w i d e
V

equa l a l i t t l e over $900,0 0 0 inves tmen t i n a l a w - a b i d i n g l i f e . On a l o c a l

l e v e l , i f M i ch i gan i n v e s t e d i t s two b i l l i o n d o l l a r c o r r e c t i o n s check j u s t one

t ime ?into ?the f r o n t - e n d o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n , M i c h i g a n p r i s o n e r s w o u l d have a

l i t t l e o v e r $50,0 0 0 a s a down payment o n a ?law-abid ing l i f e . However,

l o b b y i s t , f e a r m o n g e r i n g , a n d P o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l c o n t i n u e s t o a d v a n c e e r o s i v e
H e p ? _ 4
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c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e p o l i c i e s .

HOW DID MY PERCEPTION ON THE WORLD CHANGE:

My p e r c e p t i o n on the w o r l d changed once I i n f u s e d and we ighed my v i e w s

w i t h and a g a i n s t t h e v i e w s o f d i s i n t e r e s t e d o r n o n - s i m i l a r l y s i t u a t e d p e r s o n s .

WHAT I WANT KNOWNABOUT U . S . INCARCERATION:

What I want known abou t 'U .S . i n c a r c e r a t i o n i s t h a t i t i s separate and

unequal ly app l ied w i t h i n and across every j u r i s d i c t i o n . Some j u r i s d i c t i o n s

a f f o r d p r i soke rs second chances, o thers do n o t f o r the same o r even lesse r

cr imes. A l so , most f a c i l i t i e s ? are f raught by racism, ?abuse, and ?v io lence,

wh i le t h e r e are some o u t l i e r s tha t are o r become s l i t t e r s o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

l i k e M.T.U. under Warden Burton. |

WHAT I WANT SCHOLARS TO KNOW:

I wan t s c h o l a r s t o know t h a t I am w i l l i n g and a b l e t o c o n t r i b u t e my

vo ice, my exper ience, my worm's eye view to the a p p l i c a t i o n o f s c h o l a s t i c?

r e s e a r c h .

WHAT I WANT POLICY MAKERST O KNOW:

I wan t p o l i c y makers i n M i c h i g a n t o know t h a t t h e y can r e v o l u t i o n i z e t h e

s t a t e ' s p r i s o n sys tem i n two u n i q u e ways; f i r s t , by e n a c t i n g a te rm o f y e a r s

f o r a l l o f f e n s e s , second b y r e i n s t i t u t i n g Good-Time and D i s c i p l i n a r y - C r e d i t s .

The f o r m e r a c t g i v e s t h e p a r o l e boa rd j u r i s d i c t i o n t o r e l e a s e r e h a b i l i t a t e d

o f f e n d e r s sen tenced t o m a n d a t o r y sen tences , w h i l e t h e l a t t e r i n c e n t i v i z e s good

b e h a v i o r by a f f o r d i n g a l l o f f e n d e r s the o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r o v e t h e y a r e

r e h a b i l i t a t e d .

WHAT DO I WANT THE COMMUNITY TO KNOW:

I want the commun i t y t o know t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f o f f e n d e r s a r e n o t

c r i m i n a l s - - t h e y c o m m i t t e d c r i m e s . P r i s o n s and t h e l a c k o r p r o - s o c i a l s u p p o r t

w h i l e i n c a r c e r a t e d and upon r e l e a s e , i n e v i t a b l y p roduces c r i m i n a l s . I want my
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community t o know tha t I want t o atone f o r a l l the i l l s I committed and those

i t has su f f e red a t the hands o f o the rs . I want my commmity to know t h a t I

want to represent i t and i t s gr ievances on the h i g h e s t p l a t f o r m there i s to

ob ta in r e d r e s s . I w a n t to w r i t e f o r i t , speak f o r i t , and work f o r i t t o

prevent as many t raged ies as poss ib le . I . am s o r r y , I apo log ize from t h e bottom

o f my h e a r t , and promise to never-ever o f fend i t aga in .

WHAT D OI WANT ACTIVIST TO KNOW: | .

I want a c t i v i s tt o know tha t t h e y have to begin a c t u a t i n g themselves i n t o

prosecutors? o f f i c e s , and f o r o r aga ins t a p r o s e c u t o r t h a t value o r don' t . . .

v a l u e t h e g o a l o f j u s t i c e , i . e . , c h a s t i s e m e n t , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , then r e l e a s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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