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THE PROBLEM WITH THE BLANKET ASSUMPTION ABOUT EVERYONE CONVICTED
OF MUDER IS INCORRIGIBLE

A person convicted under Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL) 750.316, First-Degree murder
statute, is automatically sentence to life without the possibility of parole. Such a sentence is
meant to keep society safe from the offender committing another violent crime against a citizen
of the state. Thus, included in the sentence is the assertion that the offender will in fact commit
another crime. The sentence is society statement that the offender that committed the crime can
not be rehabilitated and a productive member of society. There is a problem with this blanket
policy.. That being the blanket assumption that everyone convicted under the statute is
incorrigible.

Everyone convicted of first-degree murder is not incorrigible. There are two basic reasons why a
person is convicted of first-degree murder. The first factor is the circumstances of the crime.
Some offenders actually plot out their crimes in cold blood, thus, this would make a person
eligible to be charged with premeditated murder. The other less known factor is the prosecutor’s
attitude of the offender when making the decision what to charge. If certain factors are present
in a murder beyond the actual crime, the prosecutor automatically want to charge the highest
offense possible in order to remove from society a certain segment of people forever. Those
factors being: if the crime is drug or gang related, poverty, a crime against a prominent member
of the community and the age and skin color of the offender and victim.

According to research from The Sentencing Project, there are 5,137 prisoners in Michigan
Department of Corrections (MDOC) serving sentences of either life with eligibility for parole
(LWP) and life without the possibility of parole (LWOP). Of both populations Blacks make up
3,329 (64.8%). This is a salient example of how prosecutors view the corrigibility of Black
offenders. This plays into stereo-types of Blacks: being less intelligent, super-predators and
incorrigible.

Yet, those factors outside of the crime are mostly transient, other than race. If you walk into a
prison or know someone in prison and you did not know what they were in prison for, you would
be surprised to learn that decade or more ago, that person committed a murder. These persons
have distinguish themselves from the harden criminals and despite their sentence, they constantly
work on improving themselves, with dissipating hope of ever returning home. Moreover, what
distinguish them from other offenders is that they become the tutors, clerks, instructors, peace
mediators and mentors that help other offenders return home to be productive members of
society. Thus, the sentence no longer fit the offender.
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