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T wes born and reised on the Eastside of Datroit, Michigen, March 10, 1980; I
am 40 years to date. I was born to e single-parent mother. At that time I
lived in the Parkside Projects (Uarren & Conner). I am the baby boy of three
older brothers, wiht one younger sister. Our project complex ceugnt fire

causing our move.

My introduction to perceptions of, or knowledge of prison came eround the
age four or five (1984/1985), the year my father, Steve Johnson, S5r., wes
incarcerated for murder. As I rsmember the story es told to me by my mother,
two of my father's friends had gotten into e physical sltercation resulting in
ona shooting the other to deeth. My father being on the scena when police
arrived with the gun naxt to the decessed victim, my father held his friend as
he lie dead. My father was arrested. Sticking to a strest no-snitching code,
my father refused to talk and was thereafter chargsd with the murder.
According to my mother, during a court heering, my father sought to plsed
guilty to second-degree murder et which time the judge esllegedly said: "lWhy
are you doing this. Ue know who did ghis,AwhyAhre your taking tha wrap for
it?" My father was insistent upon pleeding, end while I don't knou what he was
sentenced to exactly, hs spent 10 yeers in prison for the murder he never

committed.

I don't have tooc meny memories of my fether. I remember he worked at the
Churchs Chicken fastfood restuesrant on lWearren & Conner. We was poor and my
mother struggle to put. food on the tsble, end for whatsver resson, my father
wouldn't bring food to us despite working at a food joint. So my mother took
me snd my brother that's one year older then I am (uwe'ra the only siblings
with the same father), she toock us up to the Churchs Chickan whare ha worksd
and left us on the counter saying: nSince you don't want to hslp out and bring

us food, you take care of them," es she left. He returned us with a bag of

food (lol). This had to be around 1983 or 1984,

Upon my father's relesess from prison in the mid-1990s, I ssw him an jﬁst

two occasions: (1) My mother took me and my brother to see him when he got out

of prison. Ironicaslly, me and my brother was alsa just getting out of juvenile

for having been in e stolen car high spesed chass with a State Trooper an Chens

street end nesr the I-94 service drive. My brother had no words for him, but I
embraced him ass my father; (2) when my grandmother Ms. Johnson (my fathar's

mother) mede her journsy to the rsalm of the ancestors. At the funaral, ggain,‘

my brother wouldn't speak to him, but I embraced him as my father. This was

thes last time I saw and/or spoke to my father. Suffice to say I've nevaer known

him. "

Psrhgpa my firnt organized thoughts regarding the crimihal jusiica system

‘




was formulated and began to congesl around 1988 (I was eight years). Around
this time and in reverse for a couple years, I would play cops & robbers
inside my childhood home by myself. I was eluays the cops. My two oldest
brothers would always mock me at play. But to my mind, I wee searching out
wrongdoing, looking earnsstly to do justice. I had no way of reslizing at such
a tender age that my play functioned es a symbol of me acting out my desire
for justice, a symbol tied to childhood traums. I had been saxually molested,
as a matter of fact, so playing cops & robbers was just my way of coping with
sexual trauma in tandem with a need for justice to b= playad out.

Around this same time, however, I was a mamber of a ccrrunity centered
called Semiqouls (Gratiot & Iroqouis). There ideas of black pride was
instilled in me, and it wes slso around this time (1988) I startsd to
comprehend the images I sew on the television from ths civil rights movament
(esp. police brutelity). Having developsd black pride, thosa imagas from uhite
police totally dashad my conception of what the policz wes ar supposs to ba
ebout; it did not rsflect my idea of agents for justice, s> I grew a disdein
for police in that moment. Also eround this time I dsvelapsd admiration for
t?: Black Panthers, so I guess you cen I sterted radicelize around nins years
old. - ' '

Perhaps my affinity or propensity for crime, at the lesast in potential,
wes born. I was very fond of guns (mostly because I saw guns carrisd by the
police, thus, I identified guns as agsnts of justica). So T laovad guns and
collected bullets (can't remamber where I would find them at 8 2% O y2ars old).
One time I banged on s bullet with a brick when I was 8 or 9 in ardar to make
it shoot. It popped, shot, and ricochet off & metel garbage can in the slley
and struck my knee. My little sister end only full brother lsughed lika crazy.
So amused by guns that one day eround this same time, oldsr guys into a fist
fight over e besketball game. One left to retrisve & gun and came back. Thay
ended up on my block, ons running  the other shocting. WYhile Ainnocaent
bystanders ran for cover, I remein planted in excitsment at ths prospact of
hearing and sseing tha gun shoot. My mother would verbel slay ma. Octaber
1989, we moved from the Ven Dyke & Harper haighborhoecd +2 the Blzck Bottom
neighborhood (Chene Strset) whers we lived in a small projsct an thz carnsr of
Willis & St.Aubin. My formal introduction to criminality wsuld be hera.

When we moved to the Black Bottom, my two oldest brotheras did not come
with us. They stayed bshind in the Ven Dyke & Harper neighborhocd whare my
grandmother still lived as they were both in high echool. In the projects ws
moved into, celled the Phoenix Homes, we lived in the corner comnlex; a big
green gensrator wes stationed on the side of our houss where £11  the
neighborhood teenagers and adults hung out (selling drugs; smoking weed;
gembling; partying). So while my mother end eiblings slept at night, I
positioned myself at the side window watching the strest 1lifa at the
generator. I ssen everything under the sun through the window. I ssw guns,
drugs, women axposing themselves, sex, violence, arrests, ycu nama it. Aad all
of the neighborhood guys knew T saw it, but T had become a fixtura in the
hood: Lil D in the corner house in the Phoenix Homes that's always in ths
window. At nins yeers old, I wes a young "nigga" that could bz trustsd.

Now, while these like activities certainly took place ir the Van Dyke &
Harper neighborhood, it sursly ween't ae pronounced, end mare structured.
Plus, the residus from the 1970s still ramained in the Van Dyks % Harpsr
neighborhood in the form of community ceriters that dispensed black culturs,
black pride, black history. In the Black Bottom, this didn't sxist. Structurs
existed in sports, or how to properly cut crack, of tout your pistol, or how
to rob, end what to say. Betwsen the years of 10 end 14 I very much lived a
doubls 1ife: one 1ife in the Black Bottom, and another whensver living with my




grandmather for the summer on Ven Dyke & Harper. On Van Dyke & Harper, my
hustle consisted of shoveling snow, reking leavas, cerrying groceries, pumping
gas, or working at the kit Kat grocery story breaking down boxes and sweeping
the parking 1st. Tn the Bleck Bottom, my hustle was selling heron, crack,
wead, snd robbing, As esrly as ten years old, the guys at the generstor would
say: "Li1 D! You got e good hiding spot in thera?" "Yeap!" "Here, hide this
for me." T would stash the drug money from sells in the speekers of my
mothar's antartsinment center., They stashed dope acruss ths street in the
allsy behind the big trea. "L11'D! Run behind thers and grab just one of those
packs, and give 1t to him in that car." "Oksy!" Now I'm making sslle at ten.
On my 11th birthday, one of the dealers geve me two bundlss of heron. "Heppy
Birthday, 1il nigga." -The rite of of passage had begun.

My mothsr worked s lot, so as I entersd middle school, sixth grade, I
ekipped =chool all ¢he time. Inestead of school, we set in creck houses eelling
crack. Or we went inte the junk yerd teaching ourselves to stsal cars. Or we
roamed the strests doing whatever. Or we had girls skip with us to smoke weed
end have sax. Nasdless +o say, I flunked the 6th grade and had to repeat it.
By the ailghth grade, I was finished with school. o

During my =erly teanage years we aluays had run ins with the polica.
Whanaver we got csught, we wsre taken to the precinct until my mother or other
sdult plcked us up. Sometimes we were held a while and let go ("Man, no one is
enswaring the phone." "She's at work." - Our lines to get cut loose without
having ta inform my mother). Then they seem to got smart. They nsver took us
to juvies for being delinquent, but they started taking us to another adult's
house in tha neighborhoad, telling them to hold guardianship until my mother
got off work with instructions to inform her. Then at 13 or 14, the high spsed.
chase in the stolsn car heppanad, landing.me and my brother in Juvia.,Thg car:
thief end driver, whom we joy ride with, was our senior and had jumped out the.
moving car causing the crash. He got away, =~ = T

T seesn =5 much violence, death anpd incarceration during my sarly teenage
ysars. Guys T went ts middle school with was turning up dead; .or impriscned
for killing somsons, shooting someons, robbing somecna, or getting caught in
raids of drug houses. No soon as I turned 17 (edult for criminal purposes), I
caught my first adult cass two weeks after my 17th birthday. I was picked up
st Kettsring High School on Van Dyks with a gun by the Gang. Squad. This was
March 1997. T was attending Crocket night school at the time. Chief Roberson
had given me & personzl bond so I didn't spend much time in the county jeil.
The experience wss & hig thing for me es I hed elreedy been jailed in ths
precinct some many times and had besn to juvie; I guess this case was just a
notch under my belt, -another rite of passage. That summer, while the case was
still pending, I travelled to Grand Rapids, Michigen to sell drugs end got

locked up egain for drugs. . ey -

During my arrest in Grand Rapids, one of the arresting officers had told
ma, aftar T informed them I was from Detroit: "Don't you know we kill guys
from Detroit!" Thay had stopped the taxi ceb. I wes in illegally under. the:
guise I fit the description of a 50 year man wanted to criminal ssxusl conduct
(I'm 17 years old). I spent three months in Kent County's Jeil besfore making
bond. T had be in ons fight during my three month stint. A fight over Dennis
Rodman's -Bad As T Wanne Be book that I ownsd, and that s cellmata was telling
other guys they could read. Ha threatened to taske the book from me, . prampting
the fight. Thare was aluasys fights in the Kent County Jail, .but I never



exparienced eny type of sexual predatory behavior within those three months,
although the white deputies were recist, and physically sbusive towsrds
irmates. ' . ,

My third felony cess wss @ posssssion and manufacturing and delivering of
merljuena. I have caught eight seperates felony casas in my 1life, end I've pled
guilty to all of them except two, both cases I was innocent of end sought to
fight. Tha murder I'm currantly incercarated for, and this 1998 possessicn and

manutecturing marijuans case, '

Summar 1998, me othsr guys was hanging out et a hang out houss in the
hood. Some of us was outside on the porch, others inside. While the ouner of
the houss did sell weed, and did have weed growing in the backyard, this was
not & wssd housd in the sense people came thers to purchase weed. The Detroit
Police reid van stetion wes nsar the arsa, and reid vans fregusntly drove
thrcugh the hood in route to their dsstinations. On this perticuler day, =a
reid van drova down the street we was on, and actually drove pass us. As they
nesred thes cornsr, a frisnd of mine took off running. I have the slightest
clue why. Maybe he thought they was caming beck; maybe he had something on him
or was wanted; or meybs he was just running for the sakes of running. Its not
at all uncommon for poor bleck people living in the hood to run from police
simply bacausz ws don't went to desl with them on any terms. We could be
innccent of any crime, not have werrants, not doing anything illsgsl or have
anything illsgel us, but we will still run. . ;

Howevar, obviousely they saw my friend run out of their rearvisu mirror,
and put thsir van in reverse stopping st the house. Ws call out "rsid van" and
everyone scattered liks roaches. T was caught two blocks over and brought back
to ths house wnare T found twe of my friend bsing held by police. A sscond
raic van pulled up. A female officsr required us ta get on our kness with our
hands behind cur heecs. But we was kneeling on the cement and I hed shorts on.
The concrete was eeting into my kness ceusing unbearabla pein. As I removed
one of my kness from ths concrete for relief, she threatsned serious bodily
harm. I pleaded ebout the pain but she wasn't heesring me. Only aftsr I could
no longer sndure the pain, I got up. She parmitted me to kneel in the grass.

After officers convensd for a couple minutes, they decided to go into the
housa. This sntry wes illegsl as they hed no search or arrest warrants to
entsr ths house. Rsmember, this stop wee a fluke. Thay found e couple pounds
of wsed i{n the houss, weed stokes in the backyard. They arrested us, placed us
in tha van, and heulesd us off to jail. UWe all decided to go to trial knowing
the ssarch and arrest wes illegel and wouldn't possibly stand up in court. Ua
dres a black judge, Judge Strong, so we thought we had it meds. The officsr-
cama Llnto court lying like I've naver seen lying before. Their fabricated
version of the incidsnt wee thay had baan surveilling the house from three
blocks sway and saw ma sarve 8 costumer weed through the door. The fact of the
matter is, I never served anyone, never had any wesd, and never had been in
the housa that dey. But thay usad this story as probable causes for esrrsst. And
despitz tha holas in their story, i.s., houw the officer could sse from thrse
blocks awsy samsone hshind a bleck steel door selling, the Judge Strong found
us gullty. I was beyand engry. Not only at the lying officers, but more so at
this blsck Judgs who knew the case was, axcuse my vernacular, knew the csse
was bullshit and prediceted on lies, but found us guilty. I was on out on bond
after being grented an serly releesss due to jell overcrowding, and jumpad
beil, not returning for sentancing. I had aleo used an alias upon arrast, so I




guys complain in court to the judge, who does nothing. Jails and prisons, for
that matter, are like slave plentations in thet as wards of the statse,
property of the state, our keepers can do anything they wsnt to us, their
property, and tha courts or anyone won't intervene. The santiment is becauss
we ars criminals, its slright. :
The county jails ere alweys nasty, especially the holding cells. Majority
of the times the tollsts don't work so they are fillad with fecas and urinz,
80 the cell stinks. Because of overcrowding, they also stinc bacause yocu can
spend days in thess cells before msking it tc what they cell guarentinz floors
whers showere ara. Sometimes thay've even missed feeding guys and just said
"Fuck it!" I fsel sarry for individuals with serious hsalth/mecication issues.
The dsputies simply do not care and don't want to hear 1t. This ecds to one's
enger toward the systam. It alsc makas you hete psople of your cun reca that
sre agents of the system. They are predominantly worse than whites toward
their own psople (esp. in the Wayns County Jail). - S ‘

When I wes arrested for the murder I'm incercereted for, I was taken tc
the notorious First Precint's 9th Floor and questionad by two officer: ora
black whose namz I don't rsmamber; one Mexican nemed Masies Jimanez. Thay
started with their good cop bad cop routine. The black offica laft, and the
Mexicen, the bad officer, slappad me in the facs, pulled a knife on me as if
he would gouge my esyes out, and pulled his gun on me. But bzcause I wasn't
present at the scans of the murder, I knew nothing ta tell. The r=xt day,
gnother homicide officer, a black man named Kurtiss Staples, rafus=d me
counsel upon rsquest, rebuffed my right to remein silent, and ccerc:zd ma tc
talk to him. He wrote cut a false confession that I nsver wrota, and had me
sign it. I though he wss writing only what I had told him, but hz wrats a
confession that I nesver said. This false confession was entsrecd into evidencs
over ohbjection. ~ ’ ' ' B

The court-appointsed attornsy 1 had wes a double agent. Cur first encounter
was him coming to the jail to drop off ths errsst report and btharldiscdvéty,
and tried doing this without spsaking with me. When I insisted he talkeo to
me, ha callad for thes sheriff deputy as if he was threatenzd by me. Sc I sant
him = letter with a list of pretrisl mctions I wanted him to file. Hz came to
the jeil to tsll me I couldn't file any of the motions bscause I didn't have
grounds. As I expleined to him who/why I had grounds, mection for motion, anly
did he sgree to file the motions. So he knew I had grounds but thought I
didn't reslly know the law, thought I was just listening to joilhodss lawyars.

On the dey of triel, he, Ira G. Harris, came to my czll conveying = ples
deal ths prosecution wes offering: 20 years for second degrss murcer, and 2
consecutive years for felony firesarm. I rejected ths offer. This attornsy's
axact worde to me was: "Well, I don't know what to argue then." He wasn't
preperad snd hadn't dons zny legitimate investigetive work. Hs wes mesrsly
prepsred to sell me up the creek for the prosecutor. And this truth bscame
obvious to me at trial when he didn't ask relevant questions of w;tnassgs‘that
was beneficiasl to my case. lent along with a hostils judge and prosecutor who
1iad sbout mein alibi witness not being in custody and thsir insbility to got
him to court to testify. After this, I 1literally saw him wink st the
prosecutor, so as ta say, "We got him." Angry, sselng I uas bging_rqilr;acau,
I assaulted the sttorney in front of the jury. I

My very first notable experiences in prison, in Jackson Prison in Uacgsah,
Michigan wee an officer telling me "You must be guilty with sll that shit,"

¢




didn't have to deal with the Grend Repids cese I had also jumped bond on. But
this startec my oxtrsme hzte for the entirety of the criminal justics system.

T wae arreated later that year end returnad to Grand Rapids to finish my
time. T spent six months in the Kent County Jeil from 1998 through May 1999, I
didn't hesve =ny nagative experiences with the jalls sheriff csputies, nor
inmatee, T spent that six manths smoking clgarettss, occeslonally wesd,
playing cerds and daing pushups. I wes learning tha ropes of jeiling, the
rulas of jailing =ffectively. As the saying goss, I was learning how to bs a
batter criminal, : ‘

That seme year, 1999, I got arrested for anothar gun. Again, due to
overcrowding in tha lWayne County Jeil, I was grentsd an sarly rslease to
tether. I wee cnly permittad to leave my house to work or go to school, so I
had +he Arah stcre owner in the hood sign papsrwork saying I worked st the
store. This *ims allowsd ma tc sell drugs. But soon I grew tired of being on
tether aftsr the court datss kspt being postponed, so I cut the tether off and
sbscondad. T wauld latsr be srrested in 2000 for attempted unlswfully driving
awsy zn autcmobile, snd agein in 2001 for possession of a tagged caer (both of
thase errsst ware in Macomb County, msening I spent time in the Macomb County
Jail}. B -

There wes slse e tims while 4n Flint their undercover narcotics unit has a
reguler scues car pull us over before we could cross into enother
juriscizticn. Upon the stop, tha driver (I wss the passenger) asked ths
officer why we were being pulled over. The officer 1lied; saying, "Um, um, I
couldn't ee= your sticker on the license plate." Then the undercover officers
approeched, taking us out of the car, handcuffing us. My friend, the driven
would =ey: "Ths hant cuffs have to be this tight for & traffic stop.” Thay
senaretad vz a3s they telksd to us on ths scene. They had threatensd to through
me over a fence ecrmes the streat whera a hugs dog wae barking angrily. Thay
took ve to the Censses County Jail (illegally), and held us incommunicedo in
the hesemant questicning us about the money we had on us, and why we was in
Flint. ' wes cuffed hehind our backs. My friend got smart with ona officer, a
big blzck officer whe w2nt by the peseudonym Satan, walked up end slapped my
frierd sn herd in the fece, csusing him to fall out the chair onto the floor.
Officer Saten then stumpad him in the neck ‘and epplisd pressure from his
weicht onto his n2ck, then took his other feet stumping it into his stomach,
then just etending his weight on my friend. My ‘friend legs kickad as hs
grasped for sir suffoceting, and Satan was saying the words, "Die Nigga! Dis!"
When Setan got off of him, his hesd had swell and was rad as a tomato. Satan
then told ve naxt tine he seen us in Flint, that we battsr had guns and was
gither shonting er runring. In sssence, he wes threatening to kill us.

Doing time in ths zpunty jeils ere horrible for a couple of ressons. They
are dsngerous hzceuss the sheriff deputies don't cars. They don't care if you
eet, heve sccess to the bethroom or & clean bathroom, and will let multiple
guye gang up snd best one othar guy without intervening. Plus the deputies
many times hsve zers tolerancs, but axpect inmatss to tolerate all their
violetions end dehumanizetions without exception. If you're anger end talk
recklessly to them, thay (multiple deputies) will run in the cell end brutally
beat you. I've seen them beat guys to near death, in both the Uayna & Macomb
County Jails. Its e regular occurrence, and supariors say nothing. I've sesan




referencing to the legel books end other meteriels I brought with me from the
county jail. What a messags right. If you're fighting for justice, fighting
for your 1life, and you've equipped yourself with necessery tool to fight, then
you muet bs guilty. This wes intske. My second notable experience was when
teksn tha Jackson quarantine houeing unit block where you're housed until
shipped off to a permanent prison. It was very much TV like. Open bsr cells on
aither side. Its extreme loud, end guys saying things 1ike, "Frash fish" or
"Fresh mzat on thaz rock." The predatores blowing kisses at you seying how
they're going to have their way with you., Others threstening to phyeically
harm you juet for harm sake. And while I waen't secred, probably by virtue I
had already spent =o much time inside of county jeiles eince T was 17, now at
23, it was 1like, whatever. The most crazy thing wes I sew I transgsnder
homosaxual in Jackson quarsntine thet had besn in the Kent County Jsil in 1997
in th= same pod with me. Things had come full circls.

My first psrmanent prison wes Gus Harrison Level 4 Correctional Facility
in Adrien, MI. I had e ssrious sttitude beyond being in prison for a muvrder I
hadn't committad, end how I hed been unjustly  treated within the system.
Within the first couple days I had an encounter with aen officer resulting in
an infraction for disobaying a direct order which nearly landed m2 in
segregastion. I had twe sdditlaonal sncounters with this officars, rasulting in
enother infraction for discbeying his orders, end having written & grisvance
on him for allowing a cell door to slasm on me and not helping me out. Hs came
up to the door to lsugh at me, After we ware intsrviewsd together on the
grisvance, he egreed to stop bothering me and he did.

Adrian was a racist prison and had the reputation es such. BRack in the
mid- to late 19903, e riet broke out at Adrian #s a result of racism or bahalf
of staff. Not much had change in 2003. We would literelly be stopped and
searched thrss time on the w2lk to the chowhell, and three times on the walk
back t2 th= unit from chowhall., Officer routinely hurled the Nigger werd. Fed
up, we organized a peaceful asssmbly on the prison yard. It got the officers
attention. A few days later, some priscnars decided %o turn thes protest

vioclent end assault officere, and they did.

On Jsnuary 5, 2005, I was involved in & viclent incident with e men over s
gambling situation. During. .the brewl, a man was stabbed end neerly died, end
my knuckls was bust open and bleeding profusely from knocking out ths teatn of
the prisoner who approached me with violence end intentions on doing harm to
me. I was placad on en emergency transfer to ths Ionie Maximum Facility (I-
Max), one of ths MDOC's maximum fecility level 5 prisons, just recsntly
convarted from a level 6 to a lsvel 5 months earlier.

© I-Max was horribla! The first thing the corrections officars said when I
errived wes: "What's ha's hera for? He didn't asssult an officer, did he?"
Prisoners who sssault officers end brutalized in prison, especially if you're
sent to I-Max. At I-Max, they kill prisoners, literally. I've witnesses them
beat prisonsrs brutelly. Multiple prisonsrs wers found deed whils 1 wes
gerving time in I-Max's long-term administretive segregstion. Two was found
with towels stuffad their throats, then said they committed sulcids thls way.
Thsy subjsct guys to four point or five polnt rastraints (chain-locking you to




e concrete elab epread eagle et both enkles end wrist; and something with a
halmet on your heed chained to the slab). They've left guye 1like this for
wzeks, forcing them to dafecate on thamselvas.

This reminds ma af .a prectice deputies frequently ussd st the Macomb
County Jeil. Strepping a guy in e restraint chsir, putting e helret on him,
then be2ating him in ths head/across the helmet with a hard wood object. They
have litsrelly mecs quys reterded behind it. >

Also a* I-Max, thay would starve you‘for weake on in Af you assault an
officer. I've ssen officer at I-Max apit in prisoners food, lis on prisoners,

you name i*. I-Max should have been closed down decades ago, end still
requires heing shuttared. : - d '

I was se2nt to T7-Max on = charge of stabbing anothsr prisoner during the
brawl I had at Adrian. However, I did not stab this guy, nor was this guy part
of the confrontetion I was pert of. Tuo separate brsuls tosk place at one
tima, but I wes sccused es th: violent perpetrator of both. The Stats Police,
after cl2aring me of the stabbing, I-Max edministrators -still refussd to
releass me frem segregetion saylng I was getting sway with e etabbing, and

they wes going t2 mak= sure I was punished for it. Sc they continued to hold
m2 in ssqg. . . .

After filing grievence after grisvancas, the deputy werden finally came to
see me. She was s liav, saying she hadn't reviswed my file from Adrian (files
travel wirh transferring prisonsrs; end administrators review filas prior to
interview s=gregetion prisoners). Aftsr I told her to har fece she was a liar
out of my bitter anger at the injustica, she threatenad to kesp me in
segregation even  langer at which point. .1 . .told-her I.didn't care (and I
didn't). After my consistent complaining, sha . finally rasponded to a
coerrespondencs I sert her. She say she was releasing me from administrstive
segregstion panding available bed space in the facility's transition unit.
After writing to 2n associats in the tremsition unit and uncovaring bed space
was availshle ernd besn available, I filed a griavence which rasulted in
reteliatery retribution. Another deputy warden. came to say she was continuing
me ir edmiriztretive segragation, cleiming the other dsputy never released ms
(although I hed the documant with her signaturs end stamp). So I spent more
time in zegragstion for fighting injustice. o

I later sp2nt timz at Macomb Facllity levsl &4:then lavalv2,;béfpre.ﬁaing'

trensferred back to & lavel &4 facility end placed again in administrative
seqregation for assault on staff and & drug case. This level four wes St.Louis
Correcticnal Facility. I spent 13 monthe out of the 15 months there in
seqragetion. : - 9 _ . R

The officers here, too, was foul and brutslly beet and sbused prisoners
with impunity. I went on a hunger strike for thres days trying to get
trenaferrad ocut of that prison. The transfer evsntually happenad, but until I
was embroiled in drame with staff. 5o

As long-term segregaticn prisoners, ws're esntitled to one hour yerd five
deye per ueek. Officers did not went to take prisonsrs to yerd, so thsy would
strip search eny .priscner going to yard, tire thair room to shreds, to
discourece us from going to yard. It worked, but not on me. Evan when T didn't
want to go to yerd due to the freszing cold, I would go just to spita the
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officers. And they would leave me out in the cold wsell past ths hour to make
sure I wss froze. Also during strip searches, they would mske sexual cracks at
me. Whan they meke me bsnd over end spread, they would say: "Wow! Look at that
brown-eye." My writing them up for sexual harsssment only sngered them more,
and anlisted a female counselor to their ald. She wrote me e fraudulent sexusl
misconduct in retalistion of the officers behalf. T fought tha infraction and

eventually had it dismissed.

Unsble to breke me, the St.Lous staff decided tc transfer ma to anather
leval &4 facility with long-tsrm segragation. But bsfore that, this counselaor,
Ms. A. Adams, had ons lest effort et foullng me over. She stsyed over to
oversss ths packing of my property and had the packing officer to mis-pack my
property in violation af policy in attempt to destroy ell of my personel
property. She attampted fslsifying a report saying I agresd to hava my
proparty destroyed. I was trensferrad to the Oaks leval & facility. 1 file
sult over the property end won. The assietant attorney general, Julies P. Bell,
told me on the phone tc fax her a copy of the fabriceted document. I did, end
they awarcded me & $2,000 ssttlesment. But whils st 0Oaks, they refused to
relesse me from ssgregation refusing to count all the searegation time I spent
at St. Louis. So I hsd to file grievance on this. I won my relaase, but wes
threatanad by deputy werden Prett: "If you come to this hole again whils I'm
hers. I'1l hold you in the hold until I die." I mumbled under my braath, "Thst
won't be long if you keep fucking with me." I was trensferred on= waak after
my relesss from segregetion tec upper Michigan's Chippawa level four faecility.

Chippeue is enother known racist facility. Being narth is akin to baing
outside thz rengs of Lensing, meaning, these officars do what thsy want to da.
Their level unit was extremely ssgragated. I spant six months in Round unit
and naver knesw who was on the opposite side of the unit, ‘At this tims, ths
rest of Chippews, or URF as its also called, was & lsvsl 3. T mads it to level
thres as part of & wicked conspiracy against me by tha unit counsslor:

In URF's level &4 Round unit, prisonesrs have to sion up far everything:
phona, shousr, toc see the counselor to send legel out. So I signad up to send
legal out. When my door open, I took my legal up. While in the counselar
office, I rsalized I left a Certificate Ssrvice page on my bed that nssdad to
be in the esnvelope. The counselor refused to let me get the paper, saying I
hed to sign up agein for ths following week. I bucked that, threatsning to
file & grisvance end sue him for ‘denying me. access to the court. He rsfused to
call me back out ta-procsss my meil. ‘Now, snothar prisoner locked across tha
hell from me hed just come from one of the lsvel 3 units. He told stories
gbout how in Lime unit, there's a cell with deep groove in the floor whare
prisoners sherpen knifes. That when officers want to set a prisonsr up,
they'll put them in that cell, shake 1t doun, tha place tha prisonsr in

sagragation on accusations of knife sharpsning.

Sa later in the dsy after this counselor deniad my legal rsquest, my call
door opens: "Dawson! Pack you stuff, you'rs moving to lavel 3." What! Moving
to lavel 3. T immediatsly remember the eltercation T hed and tha laval 3 call
prisoners spoke sbout. So I askad: "What unit am I going ta7" "Lime unit," was
their response. Lime Unit. The same unit they sat prisonars up in ta get them
in segragation. URF sagregation was called Stssmboat, and whila I navar been,
it had a notorious reputetion; that offlcers stsrved prisanara, heat
prisoners, etc. - So I maka it to level 3 Lime unit, go to my new cell (my
bunkis 1sn't thare st the tima), and I commence to ssarching the cell for




waapons or rezor bledes officers may have planted. Officers in the MDOC will
plant knifes or razors blades in your cell, then search it snd say we found a
dangerous wsapon. Finding no weapone, I commence to look for the grooves on
tha floor. Voillel. The set up cell! .The counselor decressed my lesvel as if
doing me a favor, only to -sat me up and have me. placed in s security level
higher than the2 lsvel 4 I came from: segregation. I guese they had plans for
me. But beceuse I was shead of thes game, I foiled their plot. I went to the
unit officers having them come down to my new call end document the grooves in
the floor on my cell inventory shset, end to plece a copy of it in thy unit
counselor's file. They tried playing stupid, "What groaves. lhat do you meen
grooves." I made them documant tha situstion end I won that bsttle, end wee In
e lower level with far mors privilege than reczivad in lavzl 4,

. URF trensferred me to. the Kinross fecility after I. thrzatsnec to fils o
repart with tha Michigan Stete Police for thief of propzrty. A family m2rber
purchasad some books for me, but I nsver raceived them, So I hod my “emily run
a traca on the books, and the tracking deteiled the time, dsy and date the
books arrived at tha facility, and that thsy was signsd foo by =2 f2cility
worker in the warshouse. Usll, this worksr seid hs nzver tzcoived ar signad
for tha books. I filed a grievance but the grievance resgencont was
investigating although claiming they was. My mother ccntected ths werdenm with
the tracking info, threatening to call the statas policz hecauce 2 crime kad
besn committed: eithsr the warehouse worker stole the booke, or somecnz forgad
his name and stols the books. The uwerden eventuelly rstrisvad thez books,
holding them in his office before returning. them ta me. The crisvencs
respondent, during sn interview, told me she was golng to cdany my crievencsa
becsuss thare wzs noc avidance of wrongdoing or of basks coming ir. I azscusad
her of having not investigeted. Sha insistad sha had, but whan T *cld ner Ty
very osuwn investigation had unccvered the warshousa working hed signed for ths
beok, end now the baoks wers in the. warden.office; that I knew this hzcausc my
mother spoke with him, this MDOC grievance respondent amplcyee,at'URF r2-
wrote har rasponse as if shs cid the investigetion anc rasclved the issus by
finding end returning the books. The next wssk I wes tramsfarrac tc Kinrcss
level 2. Ths vary next day a counselor st Kinross callec me out tc incuirs
whether I got the books. URF wanted to make sure  the Stets Pclicz didn't got

invalved. S s

From Kinross I was transferrsd to.the Ionie Corractionel Fecility (a small
jevel two facility up.the hill from I-Max), then. tc the Cottcn leval 2
facility in Jackson, then to the 1level. two Laksland facility ih.Cclduater,
hack to the Macomb lasvel 2 facility for a escond time. T've hesd here st

Mscomb since March 2013. i

The grievence process within the MDOC is ridiculous. Therz arc na longsr
civilian grisvance coordinator, they ere 2all officers. This m=23ns ycu can
nevar get justice through the grievance process, bzcauss its highly unlik:ly
the grievence ccordinator will process in the grievance in s juztly mennsT,
instead slecting to reject the grievance for this or that rs=sgon 5SS NCn-
complient in ssy way. Alsoc griavance respondants ars also supsrviascr of ficera
or other correscticnal staff thet uworke closely with pfficers whs wan't heold
then accountable. And sven if the iesue is cleer cut and serious, they aithzr
simply won't respand or give scme perfunctory responss that passze tne buck.
Therz is simply no accountsbility.

Th2

‘The procass of sdjudicating misconduct i{nfrections 1s nven wITsS2.




process changed from a major and minor process to a cless beseed procsss (Class
1, Clese 2 and Clsss 3). Previously, ell major misconducted trigger due
process considerations for prieoners, and all mejors hed to be heard by
hearing officers who were required to be license attorneye. Now under the
class based system, only clese one infractions go to ths heering officer
(license ettornsy) end other cless two infractions, previously classifisd s
major, no longer went to hearing officer. This meane prisonerz hava bSoen
strioped of dus process. Nou unit officers from one shift heer prisoners on
infrections written by officars on anothar shift. Tha asyater is kzngareo, snd
officers always insppropriastely intervens in ths prozaess, Thzy're engaging in
en illegal plead negotiation eyatem whers you'rs judge guilty :2fa=3 you're
heard. As soon as the infraction is resd to you, thsy immadiately czy: "I'm
offering you five deys loss of privilegss." And if you refussz +h2 drzl, they
urite on the miseonduct, "refused five daye," 30 wh2n it go #s hemring by 2
supervisor officer end ‘thay find you guilty, they deuble the daye you I
rejectsd. This pressures guys to alweys takes the plead offered or gzt slzmmec.

This meens the hearing procass is- not dimpartial end nzt bozed on er-

indepsndsnt judiclal decision making process.

In the vyesr 2000, in the cese of Perry v McGuinnis, black MDOC h2zrirg
officer Perry filed a lewsult egeinst the MDOC director. Ex-hza~ing officer
Perry sxposed the MDOC sngaged in quots requirsments in misconduct infraction
heerings; thet hasring officere was required to find 90% af prisonzre gudlty
of misconducts whather they was guilty aor not., Thet meant 1f vou was tha 90t
priscner cut of 100 to be reviewed on & misconduct, you would be fournd guilty
regardless. Your fets was smaled before you ever appeares to the hesrirg. Tha
deputy dirsctor Bolden conceded the impropriety. But now they =ug thisz clsss
system to sccomplish the same outcom=, = ‘

" Visits! Particulerly here at Macomb, officers have your family wsiting in
the lobby for hours. Plus- toc communicate to family and friends in =2ggrascsivs
and foul tones, as if they'ra trying to discouresge thom from returning. Thelr
has bzan times I reslly had to hopz my peace and not axplcde.

Everything in prison is lese structured then it wes when I cem2 tc priscr,
both on +the prisoner end staff side. With th: garg phanomsna, yaunger
generations of prisoners ere wielding - powar/more contral over nriscn yords,
which meens treditional pnrison structures/rules sre being eradsd makirg
sverything 1lsss seafe. And bscsuse they abhor - education, politiezl
consciousness is hsard to find in prison. There is rare "freadom filaghting
enymore. Gang members visw filing orievences or lawsuits es anitsh. They den't
even fight their ceses, fight to corract error in their ceses., 0fficers era
less trained and more robot like- thsy just go sleng with enything. Prisce is

getting worse by ths day.

Fer me, incarcerstion has certainly made me angry et the entirety 2f tha
criminsl justice system. I don't trust it or its egents. Priscr has driven
toward more and more education for my own 2dification end ebility t3 surviva
the edministrative pitfalls while incercerated, and to offer cspecity tn
survive upon relesse without having to engage in illegal activity. Prisan hes
elso connectsd me to my childhood ambition to do  justice, amplifying my |
radicalizetion ss a freedom fighter. T am a firm helisver that the entice U.S.
criminal justice eystem need to be sbolishzd from police, ccurts ta prison,
but bascause I don't think 4t will heppen within its oun legle, I'm a
revolutionary nationalist believing this system is only cepable of reproducing
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iteelf, unable to fix itself.
Oh, before I forget, health services end food services,

Both health end food services are the greatest killers in the MDOC. Their
hes been s spike in dasaths without nbility to account for it (See article
attached). Health services is a joks, Their remedy to eny and sverything is,
drink plenty of water, get rast, and teke aspirin. Or, you cen ba having a
serious health episode, and as long as your vitels ehow regular eccording tc
them, nothing is wrong with you. You can be experience heart irrecularity, on
thes vergs of heart attack.or stroks. But Lf your vitals read regular, they say
nothing is wrong with you. Then guys ars pessing cut as scon es laeving health
servicas. Or they prolong treatment for so long, ‘the infection cr diseass or
ailment attacks ceusing drastic iseuss. And nurses does't care. Lack of cara
is a prime theme throughout carcaral structurss. That's prisaners are hesitant
to even seek cara, baceuse the system generally only roab us of our %5 coc-oay
and never glves ssrvice. You lsave with your blood pressures highar thzn 1t was
when yau went. Or, snother thing. thay do, is accuse you of baing engeged in
some scheme. Thay say: "What's the real resson you're over here," sc 8s to say
you're only ovar thera to ses women. These people are sick!

Food ssrvice is equslly & joks for a numbsr of reasone, one cf which is
lack of cere on bshalf of prisoners. Food service civilisn personality fail to
oversas prisoner ccoks. Prime uxample I've been vegsn for 14 y=2ars, and feed
e special religious vsgsn diest. Our line got @ new cook and ha weuld use
animal products. Again, thsre.was no ovarsight I filed a grievance on the
matter, but bacause this guy was also a snitch for steff, they shisld him.
Then my digastivs system want crazy. Come to find out, hs had baen sarving us
bean burgers off the main lins that was made with eggs, c<ausing my irmune
syatem to go into fight mods psrcaiving the eggs as a pethagzn. The rasult: my
colon was damsged sending ma to the hospitsl. T was diagnosed with ulcerstive
colitis, = 1life-long chronic inflammatory diseasse. With ulcerative colitis, I
heve 8 heightanad likelihood of devaloping colen cencer. ,

The food is of poor quality, and every thing 13 cook in plenty water to
account for weight (for caloric purposes) ,

I don't have any faith in the criminal justlca system, nar: trust. I fasl
the entires system, police, courts and prisons need to b2 abolished, as it
cennot be reformsd within 1its own logic. I see ths egents of this system
lergely as robots far the machine, turning bleck and other. pscple of color
into white supremacist, snd fomsnting corruption and tyrenny.
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