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W R I T T E N T E S T I M O N Y

I was b e r n i n t h e C i t y o f D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n , I was r a i s e d p r i m a r i l y by my m o t h e r .
A l t h o u g h , my f a t h e r wes p r e s e n t . H i s r o l e i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f my l i f e was x i n i m a l . H i s r o l e
became more o f a f r i e n d t h a n a f a t h e r . O u t s i d e o f my f a m i l y , when I was g r o w i n g up t h e
e n v i r o n m e n tw a s n o r m a l . O r a t l e a s t w h a t I b e l i e v e w a s n o r m a l t o m e .

We use t o have r o c k f i g h t s , and s h i n g l e f i g h t s w i t h t h e ne ighbo rhood c h i l d r e n . I f you
d o n ' t k n o w a b o u t s h i n g l e f i g h t s . W e l l w h a t w e w o u l d d o i s t h e s i d i n g o n h o u s e s t h a t w a s f l a t
a n d t a r l i k e . W e w o u l d t e a r t h a t o f f t h e s i d e o f t h e h o u s e s a n d t h r o w t h e m a t e a c h o t h e r
O n c e I w a s h i t i n t h e h e a d w i t h ab r i c k d u r i n g a r o c k f i g h t a n d I c u t a c h i l d o v e r h i s
w i t ha s h i n g l e .

I g r e w u p o n t h e E a s t s i d e o f D e t r o i t . T h e p l a c e I w a s t a l k i n g a b o u t w a s o n Van D y k e
a s t r e e t c a l l e d L e a n d e r . T h e nw e moved t o a s t r e e t c a l l e d H o y t . T h a t w a s s o t h a t w e w o u l d

c l o s e t o a s c h o o l t h a t p r o v i d e d a g r e a t e d u c a t i o n a t t h e t i m e . I t w a s a M a g n e t S c h o o l
W h e r e , y o u r p a r e n t s h a d t o s t a n di n a l i n e i n o r d e r t o t r y a n d e n r o l l y o u i n t h e s c h o o l .

e v e r y b o d yw a s a l l o w e d . Your g r a d e s h a d t o b e u p t o p a r . T h e r e i s w e r e I s t a y e d u n t i l
i n c a r c e r a t i o n . I b e l i e v e t h a t we were t h e f i r s t b l a c k f a m i l y t o mcve on t h a t b l o c k . N o t
o f what t h e y c o n s i d e r ( w h i t e f l i g h t t o o k p l a c e ) . On ly houses t h a t w h i t e p e o p l e s t a y e d

t h a t m o v e d w a s n e x t d o o r t o u s . O t h e r t h a n t h a t t h e b l o c k r e m a i n e d m a i n l y w i t h w h i t e s a n d
V ie tnamese f a m i l y . The s c h o o l i n g l e v e l f i n a l l y f a i l be low ave rage . I t s t a r t e d t c t a k e o n
w h o l e d i f f e r e n t meaning, s c h o o l t h a t i s . The p l a c e I g rew up was n i c e o v e r a l l .

I can say t h a t my l i f e as a c h i l d was n o t t h e g r e a t e s t . However, I knew c h i l d r e n t h a t
were worse o f f t h a n m y s e l f . So I a lways l ooked a t my l i f e as a b l e s s i n g .

M y i d e a s a n d p e r c e p t i o n s a b o u t t h e c r i m i n a l l e g a l s y s t e m a s a y o u n gp e r s o n , w a s c o l o r e d
b y m y f a m i l y ' s h i s t o r y w i t h i t . As w e l l as my own p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s . My f a t h e r went t o
p e i s o n w h e n I w a s a r o u n d 2 o r 3 y e a r s o f a g e . M y u n c l e came t o p r i s o n w h e n I w a s a r o u n d 8 o r
9 y e a r so f a g e . So, I h a d t h e nect ion t h a t t h e l e g a l s y s t e m was f o r t h o s e w h o d i d w r o n g . B u t
i t w a s a p a r t i c u l a r t y p e o f w r o n g . B e i n g a t t h e w r o n g p l a c e a t t h e w r o n g t i m e i s w h a t I w a s

t o l d . T h a t w a s a s f a r a s r e a s o n sw e n t . S o I a s s u m e d t h a t i f you w e r e s o m e w h e r e t h a t y o u
w e r e n ' t s u p p o s e t o b e t h e n y o u c o u l d g o t o p r i s o n . Couple t h a t w i t h t h e s o m e p r e j u d i c e d t h a t
I was t a u g h t a b o u t g row ing up .



Our house was b roken i n t o and t h e p o l i c e n e v e r showed up f o r t h a t . A long w i t h t h a
had a g r o u p , I d o n ' t know i f t h e y were r e a l o f f i c e r s . They were c a l l e d t h e B lue P i g s
Greased up i n o f f i c e r s u n i f o r m s and p layed w a s i c a t s c h o o l s . They wou ld t e l l u s t h e say
t o d r u g s r o u t i n e a l o n g w i t h do ing o u r homework and l i s t e n i n g t o o u r p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s .
t h a t he lped t o p a i n t a p a r t i c u l a r p i c t u r e o f t h e j u s t i c e sys tem as w e l l .

I was a r r e s t e d f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e a t I b e l i e v e i t was 12 . I was i n a c a r w i t h a f r i e n d
who had s t o l e n i t . So I was t a k e n i n t o c u s t o d y and l e t go f o r j o y r i d i n g . Tha t s c e n a r i o
happen o n l y a c o u p l e o f o t h e r o c c a s i o n s as w e l l . I t was more l i k e a c a t c h and r e l e a s e
sys tem. S l a p on t h e w r i t s v i o l a t i o n s . W i t h i n t h a t s e n t i m e n t , I had no t i m e t o r e a l l
a p p r e c i a t e t h e t r u e consequences o f my a c t i o n s and were t h e y were l e a d i n g me. So a t age 15
f o u n d m y s e l f i n c u s t o d y y e t aga in . A so c a l l e d f r i e n d o f mine was r o b b i n g a s t o r e and I
o u t s i d e . When he came r u n n i n g o v t o f t h e s t o r e t h e p o l i c e were a l r e a d y t h e r e . I r a n

s a w h i m r u n n i n g a n d I r a n i n t o ag u y o n as c o o t e r . L u c k i l y t h e g u y w h o r o b t h e s t o r e
w h i t e and I was b l a c k o r e l s e I wou ld have b e e n - i n - p r i s o n f o r t h a t . - I d i d however ,
cha rged w i t h l a r c e n y f rom a person i n r e g a r d s t o t h e s c o o t e r r i d e r .

My l a w y e r a t t i m e t o l d me t h a t we c o u l d have won t h e case, y e t t h e y t o l d me t h a t i f I
p l e a d g u i l t y I c o u l d go home a t t h a t t i m e . So I t o o k t h e s u r e t h i n g and p l e a d g u i l t y t o a
c r i m e I d i d n ' t commit j u s t t o e n s u r e t h a t I w o u l d go homet h a t d a y . T h a t w a s m y f i r s t
c o n t a c t w i t h t h e c r i m i n a l l e g a l sys tem.

I do b e l i e v e t h a t I s e n t a l i s t o f a l l o f the f a c i l i t i e s t h a t I have been a t . I have
been down f o r 26 y e a r s now and I have been t o about 8 f a c i l i t i e s . I f i r s t s p e n t mos t o f my
t i m e i n l e v e l 4 . Tha t was when I f i r s t came t o p r i s o n . I was b e i n g t r a i n e d / t a u g h t b y p e o p l e
( o t h e r p r i s o n e r s ) who d i d n ' t have my b e s t i n t e r e s t a t h e a r t . So I l i v e d and began t o mo ld
i n t o t h e r e a l i t y o f p r i s o n l i f e . A d o p t i n g t h e p r i s o n c u l t u r e s e e k i n g t o advance and enhance
a name f o r m y s e l f . Tha t was so i t (my name) would reach p r i s o n s b e f o r e I d i d . Q n l y t o
e s t a b l i s h t h a t I am what p e o p l e i n he re wou ld c o n s i d e r a mons te r . T h i s p r o v i d e d a fo rm o f
p r o t e c t i o n and r e l i e f . I t a l s o c r e a t e d wanted and unwanted a t t e n t i o n as w e l l as enemies .

Be ing i n p r i s o n f o r me was a b l e s s i n g and a c u r s e . I t t o o k an u n d e r s t a n d i n g f o r me t o
see t h a t i t was a b l e s s i n g . I was on a d e s t r u c t i v e p a t h . Had I remained on t h a t p a t h t h a t I
was on a t t h e t i m e . I b e l i e v e t h a t I w o u l d n ' t have focused on what r e a l l y m a t t e r s . I t
( p r i s o n ) gave me a t r u e o p p o r t u n i t y t o f o c u s on m y s e l f .

I t i s a h o r r i b l e f e e l i n g t o l i v e i n p r i s o n . On ly because o f t h e s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n ,
s e l f - a n a l y s i s , and s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n s t h a t I have made. I remember t i m e s when I a c t u a l l y had
t o b u i l d up t h e cou rage t o wa l k i n t o a c e l l . One day a C o r r e c t i o n O f f i c e r asked me: "Why do
you a lways t a k e so l o n g t o go i n y o u r c e l l . " And my response was, " I have t o b u i l d up t h e
cou rage t o l o c k me i n a c e l l . "



A t R i v e r s i d e t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f l i v i n g i n p r i s o n were more r e l a x e d . I b e l i e v e because a t
t h e t i m e t h a t i t w a s o p e n . A l o t o f u s t h e r e were younge r s o w e were g i v e n m o r e f reedom. The
c e l l was s o s m a l l , whent w o o f u s s t o o d u p i t w a s c r o w e d . W e a l s o d i d n ' t h a v e ab a t h r o o m i n
t h e c e l l . So we were g i v e n a u r i n a l ( t h e h o s p i t a l j u g ) . When we had t o d e f e c a t e we had ( 3 )
t h r e e c h o i c e s . One we c o u l d w a i t a t t h e doo r o r bang on i t u n t i l an o f f i c e r came and hope

t h e y w e r e n i c e e n o u g h t o l e t u s o u t . T w o w e c o u l d h o l d i t and v i s k damaging o u r s e l f
m e d i c a l l y . Three we c o u l d j u s t use t h e bathroom o f t h e f l o o r . F o r some t h a t was a c h o i c e
t h a t was made.

Muskegon was more o f t h e same, e x c e p t we had a t o i l e t i n t h e c e l l . Where I am now,
s h a r e 8 t o i l e t s , 6 u r i n a l s ( t h e s t a n d u p k i n d ) , 6 phones and 6 showers i n t h e u n i t w i t h
130 o t h e r p r i s o n e r s . I s l e e p i n a b u n k - b e d a b o u t 3 f t away f r om a n o t h e r p e r s o n o n t h e
bunk . T h e r e a r e 8 o f us i n a c u b i c l e s e t t i n g . The a rea i s open space and a b o u t t h e s i z e
bedroom. We a l s o h a v e 8 w a l l l o c k e r s , t h e t a l l o n e s i n t h e c u b e w i t h a 8 c h a i r s a n d a t a b l e
as w e l l . A l l t h a t i s n o t i n c l u d i n g t h e p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y t h a t each o f us may have. L e g a l
f o o t l o c k e r s a n d - p e r s o n a l f o o t l o c k e r s . B u t - a l l o f - t h a t - i s - i n - a a r e a t h e - s i z e o f a -bedroom.

I p r a y t h a t t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n i s h e l p f u l i n y o u r endeavors t o t h i s P r o j e c t . Thank you
f o r a l l o w i n g me an o p p o r t u n i t y t o a s s i s t t h e P r o j e c t i f I have .
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